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AGENDA ADDITIONS 
 

October 01, 2020 
 

5:30 PM 

Ben Scott, County Manager 

(1) Historical Marker - Richardson High School  

(2) CARES Subrecipient Agreement - Columbia County School Board - $800,000  

(3) CARES Individual Assistance Program Increase - $5,000 

(4) Funding Request - Meridian Behavioral Healthcare - $245,579 

(5) Suncoast Connector’s Impact on Columbia County - Florida Department of 
Transportation 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Division of Historical Resources, Bureau of Historic Preservation
Historical Markers Application

My Application
Return to Application Later
Logout

Florida Historical Marker Application

Application Number: HM-0921

Part 1:
Resource Information
Part 2:
Marker Information
Part 3:
Contact Information
Review
Application

Please review the your application below. Use the navigation above to go back and make changes. When all errors are correct and you are satisfied with your
application, submit the application to get to your signature page.

Part 1: Resource Information

Name and Location

What is the Historic Name of the Resource?
Richardson High School/ Community Center
Address
255 NE Coach Anders Lane
City
Lake City
Zip Code
32055
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http://apps.flheritage.com/markers/apply/index.cfm?page=App
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http://apps.flheritage.com/markers/apply/index.cfm?page=app&p=2
http://apps.flheritage.com/markers/apply/index.cfm?page=app&p=3
http://apps.flheritage.com/markers/apply/index.cfm?page=app&p=review
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Details

What type of resource will you be marking?
Building (e.g., commercial, educational, religious, residential)

If other, please explain:

Is the resource listed in the National Register of Historic Places?
Yes

Description and Significance

Please describe the resource

The Richardson High School closed in 1976 and much of the school was later demolished. All that remains of the high school if the gymnasium and cafeteria
which today serve as a community center for the surrounding neighborhood. It is surrounded by a public park and ball fields. The building is in good condition
and maintained by county government.

Provide a statement explaining the significance of the resource

Richardson High School/ Community Center has served as a center for African American education with roots dating back to Reconstruction. Richardson had
roots dating back to the Freedman's Bureau when northern missionaries established a school for Freedmen in 1866. The school was located in Lake City at the
corner of Leon and Church street and staffed by northern missionaries including Susan L. Waterman, an African American teacher from New Jersey who served
as one of the schools first principals. The original building was taken over in 1980 by a private school operated by E.T. Holmes of Jacksonville. When the school
could no longer meet the educational needs of the black community, Henon Richardson and J.N. Franklin erected a modern school on the same block in 1902.
Henon became the principal in 1906 and Annie Mattox served as his assistant. In 1925, the building and lot were sold and a new brick school was built on top of
Agnes Jones' Boneyard. Richardson opened its doors in 1928. The school was expanded again in the 1950s and served the educational needs of the African
American Community for Lake City. It was desegregated in the 1970s and eventually closed. It was later taken over and used as a Community Center for the
black community of Lake City and the surrounding neighborhood. It currently serves as a space used by cheerleading groups, basketball teams, and peewee
football practice fields, and a space for political, social, and educational meetings.

Part 2: Marker Information

Marker Details & Location

Will this be a new or replacement marker?
New Marker
Will this be a single or double-sided marker?
Single-sided marker (identical text on both sides)
Will the marker be located at the resource?
Yes

If no, please explain:



In which county will the marker be located?
Columbia

What are the geographic coordinates of the proposed marker location?

Please use decimal fractions. (Example: 30.438659 or -84.284451). See How to Determine Marker Coordinates for instructions.

Longitude
30.230139
Latitude
-82.63528

What days and times will the marker accessible to the public?

24/7

Marker Text

What is your proposed Marker Title
Finley/Richardson High School

Please provide your proposed Marker Text

The marker text may not exceed 1,235 characters per side. This character limit includes punctuation and spaces. See Tips for Writing Marker Text for
additional instruction.

Side One

African American education in Columbia County dates back to Reconstruction when the first school was established in 1866 for freedmen in Columbia
County. In 1906, the Lake City School for Colored Students was created under the leadership of Principal Henon Richardson and assistant Annie Mattox.
Richardson was principal from 1905-1913 with a salary of $50 a month. In 1908, the faculty expanded to eight teachers with most receiving a salary between
$20 to $25 a month. The school term was extended to three months in 1909. In 1913 with the assistance of the school’s trustees, B.J. Jones, Horace Mattox,
and J.N. Norwood, the school was expanded from grades 1-6 to 1-9 At that time, John L. Hopps was named principal and served from 1913-1920. Between
1920-1928, three more principals would oversee the Richardson Academy including E.J. Madison, Annie Mattox, and Thomas D. Everett. In 1925, a petition
was signed by the “colored” citizens and tax payers of Lake City to purchase a new site to construct a modern school. The board agreed, and the African
American trustees raised $2000 for the project. Construction of a new brick high school began. The new school was built top of what had been Agnes Jones’
Boneyard.

Side Two (double-sided markers only)

Richardson Academy opened its doors in 1928 with 300 students under Principal Herman Tunsil. The building was a two-story block structure with eleven
rooms, a library, an auditorium, and an office. E.R. Rolfe became the principal at the end of the year and served until the end of the twenties. In 1930, grades
11-12 were added under Principal, H.L. Roundtree, and the school graduated its first class that year. Roundtree served 1930-1936. Following him- R.R.
Kenon 1937-1944, A.L. Green 1944-1954, C.W. Banks 1954-1957. To meet the needs the school was expanded under G.W. Ellis. M.L. Ferguson became
principal in 1960. Richardson helped to serve both the educational and social needs of the black community for much of the twentieth century. It had
competitive sports teams. Its 1967-68 basketball team won the state championship. The school mascot - the wolves; school colors - green and orange. During

http://apps.flheritage.com/markers/apply/help.cfm?subject=coordinates
http://apps.flheritage.com/markers/apply/help.cfm?subject=markerText


desegregation, the school was integrated with Columbia High School in 1970/71. The school was converted into a 9th grade center from 1971-1976.
Richardson closed its doors in 1976 and much of the building was later demolished. The gym and cafeteria now serve as a community center for the
surrounding neighborhood.

What organization(s) and or individual(s) are sponsoring the marker?

Richardson Roundup Committee
Close
Close

Part 3: Contact Information

Resource Owner

If the resource is owned by an organization, provide the name and information of a contact person in that organization.

What is the name of the resource owner or organization contact?
First name
Lelia
Last name
Williams

Organization name (if owned by an organization)
Richardson Roundup

What is the address of the resource owner?
Address
255 NE Coach Anders Lane
City
Lake City
State
Florida
Zip Code
32055

Phone number of owner
386-758-9606
Email address of owner
lccchistory@gmail.com
Will the resource owner also be responsible for installation and maintenance of the marker?
Yes
Is the resource owner also the person that prepared this application?
Yes



Marker Caretaker

Please provide the contact information for the person responsible for installing and maintaining the marker if different from the resource owner. If this will be an
organization, provide the name and information of a contact person in that organization.

What is the name of the of the marker caretaker?
First name
Lelia
Last name
Williams

Organization name (If an organization will be the marker caretaker)
What is the address of the marker caretaker?
Street Address
255 NE Coach Anders Lane
City
Lake City
State
Florida
Zip Code
32055

Phone number of caretaker
386-758-9606
Email address of caretaker
lccchistory@gmail.com

Person That Prepared the Application

Please provide the contact information for the person that prepared the content of this application (if different from resource owner).

What is the name of the of the person that prepared the application?
First name
Paulette
Last name
Lord

What is the address of the of the person that prepared the application?
Street Address
PO BOX 3276
City
Lake City
State
Florida



Zip Code
32056

Phone number of preparer
386-961-1243
Email address of preparer
lccchistory@gmail.com

Submit the Application

 Check the box to confirm you wish to submit this application. You will not be able to edit the application after submission.

Submit Application
If you need assistance, please email michael.hart@dos.myflorida.com or call 850.245.6333.



Florida Historical Marker Application
Application Number: HM-0921

Finley High School/Richardson High School

An application has been made to place a Florida Historical Marker at the following location:

255 NE Coach Anders Lane
Lake City, Florida 32055

Owner Approval Statement

As the owner, or the official representative of the owner, of the property, I am aware of and agree to the submission of this
application to place an Official Florida Historical Marker or Plaque on my property.

Print name of owner: Lelia Williams

Owner signature: ________________________________________________

Title: ________________________________________________

Date: ________________________

Mail this signature page and attachments to:

ATTN: Michael Hart, State Historical Marker Coordinator
Division of Historical Resources
Bureau of Historic Preservation
R.A. Gray Building
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 422
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250





























































































 
DATE PO/VISA  VENDOR  DESCRIPTION OF ITEM  UNIT COST  UNITS TOTAL COST  DESCRIPTION OF ITEM  UNIT COST  UNITS TOTAL COST 
8/14/2020 916210026 PREMIER PAPER TOUCHLESSS AUTOMATIC HAND SANTIZE 159.00$          13 2,067.00$             HAND SANITIZER 15.00$                 2000 30,000.00$              
6/23/2020 916200155 FOUR FATHERS DISTILLERY HAND SANTIZER 15.00$            1000 15,000.00$           HAND SANITZER PUMPS 1.77$                   500 885.00$                    
6/23/2020 VISA  AMAZON SOCIAL DISTANCING FLOOR DECAL 37.99$            16 624.83$                 SOAP 49.54$                 1000 49,540.00$              
6/29/2020 VISA  PRINT CITY COLOR COPIES  0.37$              1417 524.30$                 CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES 269,184.47$       269,184.47$            
6/30/2020 VISA  HOME DEPOT PRO TRASH CANS 112.69$          40 4,507.60$             TEACHER DISINFECTING SUPPLIES 241,792.00$       241,792.00$            
6/30/2020 VISA  WILLIAM V MACGILL PRIVACY SCREENS 170.50$          11 1,875.50$             EXTRA TRASH SERVICE 26,692.76$         36,692.76$              
6/30/2020 VISA  AMAZON TRASH CANS 90.00$            52 4,680.00$             ELECTROSTATIC SPRAYERS 386.10$               28 10,810.80$              
6/30/2020 VISA  AMAZON SOCIAL DISTANCING FLOOR DECAL 19.75$            4 79.00$                   WATER BOTTLE STATIONS 16,275.00$         16,275.00$              
6/30/2020 VISA  AMAZON SOCIAL DISTANCING FLOOR DECAL 19.75$             4 79.00$                   655,180.03$         
6/30/2020 VISA  AMAZON TRASH CANS 251.83$          6 1,510.98$            
6/30/2020 VISA  AMAZON TRASH CAN DOLLIES 35.49$            60 2,120.40$            
6/30/2020 VISA  AMAZON SOCIAL DISTANCING FLOOR DECAL 138.25$          1 138.25$                
6/30/2020 VISA  AED PROFESSIONALS FACE SHIELDS  738.42$          1 738.42$                
7/8/2020 VISA  FIVE STAR PRINTING LABELS 210.00$          1 210.00$                

7/14/2020 VISA  OFFICE DEPOT TEACHER BOXES  31.99$            117 3,742.83$            
7/27/2020 VISA  AMAZON TRASH CAN DOLLIES 35.49$            90 3,194.10$            
7/29/2020 916210014 METEOR EDUCATION/CONTRAX PICNIC TABLES  840.00$           43 36,120.00$          
7/29/2020 916210014 METEOR EDUCATION/CONTRAX PICNIC TABLES  ADA 795.00$           6 4,770.00$            
7/29/2020 916210015 METEOR EDUCATION/CONTRAX UMBRELLA  233.45$           49 11,439.05$          
8/4/2020 VISA  OFFICE DEPOT BATTERIES FOR THERMOMETERS 20.08$            1 20.08$                  
8/4/2020 VISA  AMAZON INFARED THMOMETERS 65.99$            34 2,243.66$            
8/5/2020 VISA  AMAZON D SHAPED  KEYRING CLIPS 11.99$            9 107.91$                
8/7/2020 VISA  OFFICE DEPOT HAND SANTIZER 131.88$          25 3,297.00$            

8/20/2020 VISA  AMAZON ELECTROSTATIC SPRAYERS 1,789.00$       4 7,156.00$            
8/20/2020 VISA  AMAZON FACE SHIELDS FOR CUSTODIANS  27.99$            13 355.88$                
8/24/2020 VISA  AMAZON INFARED THERMOMETERS 49.99$            3 149.97$                
9/9/2020 VISA  AMAZON N95 MASK FOR NURSE 11,513.64$     1 11,513.64$          

8/24/2020 VISA OFFICE DEPOT BATTERIES FOR THERMOMETERS $20.08 1 $20.08
9/16/2020 METEOR EDUCATION/CONTRAX PICNIC TABLES  837.50$          16 13,379.10$          
9/16/2020 METEOR EDUCATION/CONTRAX PICNIC TABLES  ADA 793.75$          2 1,690.68$            
7/29/2020 METEOR EDUCATION/CONTRAX UMBRELLA  239.06$          18 4,328.20$            
8/20/2020 VISA AMAZON FACE SHIELDS CUSTODIANS 335.88$          1 335.88$                

138,019.34$     

PREVIOUSLY PROCURED EXPENSES

TOTAL

ANTICIPATED FUTURE EXPENSES

TOTAL

GRAND TOTAL 793,199.37$                                                 
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BOARD MEETS FIRST THURSDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 
AND THIRD THURSDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

 
P.O. BOX 1529  LAKE CITY, FL 32056-1529  PHONE (386) 755-4100 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 
 
 

TO:  Board of County Commissioners 
 
FR:  Ben Scott, County Manager   
 
DATE:  September 30, 2020 
 
RE:  Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”)  

Based on current spending and trend for the Columbia County Coronavirus Relief Plan 
Individual Assistance Program, I would like to request the Board increase the limit of 
grant from $3,000 to $5,000. Applicants that have met the maximum would be notified of 
the additional funding available.  
 
 
 
 

  District No. 1 - Ronald Williams 
  District No. 2 – Rocky Ford 
  District No. 3 - Bucky Nash 
  District No. 4 – Toby Witt 
  District No. 5 – Tim Murphy 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

COLUMBIA COUNTY 
 

FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR THE PROVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTION SERVICES   

 
          THIS AGREEMENT entered into this _______day of ________________, 2020, by and 
between the Board of County Commissioners of Columbia County, hereinafter referred to as 
the "Commission," and Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc., an independent contractor, 
hereinafter referred to as "MBH".  
 
          For and in consideration of the mutual undertaking and agreements hereinafter set forth, the 
Commission and MBH agree as follows: 
 
1. The Commission Agrees: 

 
A. To provide funds to MBH consistent with the requirements of Florida Statute 

(§394.76) for the provision of general mental health, and substance use services, including Baker 
Act services to the citizens of Columbia County in the amount of $245,579.00.  This sum is for 
the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2021, and the Commission's 
allocation to operate the program and facilities for services for citizens of Columbia County. 

 
B. To release such funds in the amount of $61,394.75 per quarter, upon receipt of an 

invoice due on the first day of each quarter. 
 
2. MBH Agrees: 

 
A. To provide mental health and substance use services, including Baker Act services 

to the citizens of Columbia County. 
  

B. To provide services to any person and ensure that no service will be denied and/or 
delayed to any person because of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, age or ability to pay. 

 
C. To ensure that all information regarding clients be safeguarded in accordance with 

45 C.F.R. § 205.50. 42 C.F.R.. 
 

D. To comply with the provisions contained in the Civil Rights certificate. 
 
E. To provide, monitor, evaluate, and audit all programs funded under the terms of 

this agreement according to Federal and C&F guidelines, rules, regulations, instructions, and the 
approved C&F Plan. 

 
F. Any funds expended in violation of this agreement or in violation of appropriate 

Federal and State requirements, or any funds claimed by MBH which are determined by the 
Commission to be in violation of appropriate departmental or federal guidelines shall be refunded 
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in full to the Commission or if this agreement is still in force, shall be withheld by the Commission 
from any subsequent compensation request. 

G. To retain all fiscal and client books, records, or other documents relative to this
agreement for seven (7) years after final payments or until audit or resolution of audit findings by 
county auditors. 

H. To provide an opportunity for recipients of services to present their views about the
service program and also establish a system through which clients may present reasonable 
grievances about the delivery of services under this agreement.  Such system shall include 
provision for fair hearing. 

I. To negotiate sub-agreements and be responsible for the execution of sub-
agreements pursuant to this agreement.  Such sub-agreements may be reviewed by the Commission 
and if they are found not to be in compliance with the provisions of this agreement, they shall be 
subject to revision by MBH, or funds may be withheld by the Commission. 

3. MBH and the Commission Mutually Agree:

A. This agreement shall begin on October 1, 2020, 12:01 a.m. and end on September 30,
2021, at midnight. 

B. This agreement, or any part of this agreement, may be terminated with or without
cause, by either party, at any time, upon no less than thirty (30) days notice in writing to the other 
party.  Said notice shall be delivered by certified mail, telegram or in person. 

C. Any alterations, variation, modification and/or waivers of provisions of this
agreement shall be valid only when they have been reduced to writing, duly signed by all parties 
to the agreement, and attached to the original agreement. 

D. This agreement contains all terms and conditions agreed upon by the parties.  No
other agreements, oral or otherwise regarding the subject matter of this agreement shall be deemed 
to exist or to bind any of the parties hereto.  

_____________________________ _______________________________ 
Attest    Date Chairperson          Date 

Columbia County Board of 
County Commissioners 

_____________________________ ________________________________ 
Attest    Date Donald P. Savoie          Date 

President 
Meridian Behavioral Healthcare Inc. 

9/29/2020 9/29/2020

elena_johnson
Don's signature

elena_johnson
Elena 1



BOARD MEETS FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 
 

 P.O. BOX 1529 LAKE CITY, FLORIDA 32056-1529 PHONE (386) 755-4100 

 
October 1, 2020 
 
Greg Evans 
District Two Secretary 
Florida Department of Transportation 
1109 South Marion Avenue 
Lake City, Florida  32025-5874 
 
RE: Suncoast Connector’s Impact on Columbia County   
 
Dear Mr. Evans: 
 
Columbia County welcomes visitors from across the United States each year to explore jewel-toned 
springs, paddle famous rivers, play youth sports, or stopover on their way to other destinations. We 
welcome and value these visitors as they leave an impression long after their departure.  

Over one-third of Columbia County overnight visitors are transient travelers en route to other 
destinations. Tourists spend over $183 million in Columbia County annually, and employment in the 
tourism sector accounts for 8% of Columbia County’s workforce.  

Due to the significant influence of the tourism industry in Columbia County, the Board of County 
Commissioners requests to add the “Economic Impact of Suncoast Connector to Columbia County” 
as an “Issue for Consideration” in the Suncoast Connector Task Force Final Report.  

As Columbia County commercial development grows to meet the traffic demands on I-75 over the 
next decade, even a slight decline in traffic will drastically alter the landscape of our major interstate 
exits. Our goal is to protect our economy from financial loss and request mitigation from the State for 
any negative financial impacts from the Suncoast Connector. 

We appreciate your consideration for this request and welcome an open dialogue to ensure stability 
and progress for Columbia County’s economic future.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Toby Witt 
Chairman, Columbia County Board of County Commissioners  

  District No. 1 - Ronald Williams 
  District No. 2 - Rocky Ford 
  District No. 3 - Bucky Nash 
  District No. 4 - Toby Witt 
  District No. 5 - Tim Murphy 




