
     
 
  

                
         

 

         
      

              
  

  

      
   

    
   

      
   

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Minute  of: 081809 
Prepared by Sandy A. Markham 

Columb a County Board of County Comm ss oners 
JOINT  EETING 
August 18, 2009 

The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners and the Lake City Council met in a scheduled 
meeting in the conference room at City Hall at 6:00 p.m. 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

County Comm ss oners Present: Chairman Stephen Bailey, Ronald Williams, Jody Dupree, 
Dewey Weaver and Scarlet Frisina. 

C ty Counc l Members Present: George Ward, Jake Hill,  elinda  oses, Eugene Jefferson, and 
 ayor Stephen Witt. 

Others  n Attendance: 

For the County Commission: County  anager Dale Williams 
County Attorney  arlin Feagle 
Asst. County  anager Lisa Roberts 
Deputy Clerk Sandy  arkham 

For the City Council: City Attorney Herbert Darby 
Interim City  anager Dave Clanton 
City Clerk Audrey Sikes 

ORDER 

The meeting wa  called to order.  Mayor Witt opened with prayer.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag of the United State  of America followed.  Clerk  for the City and the county took roll. 

AGE DA 

The agenda wa  reviewed and accepted a  publi hed. 

I TRODUCTIO  

Mayor Witt introduced the new City Manager, Wendell John on. 

911 COMBI ED DISPATCH CE TER 

County Manager William  introduced 911 Director Doug Brown.  The County Manager gave a 
brief update on the project.  The 911 Committee meet  weekly and will continue to do  o until the 
project i  complete. Anyone wi hing to attend  hould feel free to do  o.  The 911 Interlocal 
Agreement ha  been approved by the Sheriff, City and the County and i  in the proce   of being 
implemented. 

COLUMBIA COU TY UTILITY COMMITTEE 

The inaugural Utility Committee Meeting wa  held earlier in the day.  The Committee con i t  of 
three County Commi  ioner  and two City Councilmen; Commi  ioner  Dupree, Fri ina and 
Bailey, and Councilmen George Ward and Eugene Jeffer on. County Manager William  reviewed 
the Utility Committee Meeting.  For detail ,  ee the Utility Committee Minute  of Augu t 18, 2009. 
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Minute  of: 081809 
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 ORTH FLORIDA UMBRELLA BROADBA D GRA T 

The City Manager  aid that each governmental authority in the 14 region  have appointed a 
repre ented to thi  Board.  Todd Manning repre ent  Columbia County and City Manager Wendell 
John on repre ent  the City of Lake City.  The fir t meeting wa  held on Augu t 07, 2009.  The 
grant application proce   ha  been extended until Augu t 20, 2009.  The amount of fund  reque ted 
i  approximately $32,000,000.  The funding award  will be announced on November 07, 2009.  The 
money will be u ed to extend broadband  ervice  throughout the 14 county region .  Additional 
information will be provided a  it develop . 

PREVIOUS ISSUES 

Commi  ion William  recalled at the prior meeting the City advi ed that once a new City Manager 
had been hired that  ome old i  ue  needing to be addre  ed would be addre  ed with the new 
Manager and then addre  ed with the City Council. [The commi  ioner wa  not  pecific] 

Mayor Witt replied that the Manager ha  been made aware of the i  ue  and will be looking into 
variou  option  and di cu  ing tho e option  with the Council. 

REGIO AL UTILITY 

Commi  ioner Dupree  aid the County i  in the proce   of initiating a utility, and i  al o working on 
an Economic Development Plan.  He a ked, before the County get  too far along, what the City’  
po ition i  on revi iting the i  ue of creating a GUA. 

There wa  di cu  ion that thi  would be a good i  ue for the Utility Committee to take up and bring 
back before the City and County.  There have been other propo al , but for the county, the bigge t 
ob tacle ha  been not being able to negotiate a whole ale water rate. 

Since the la t di cu  ion , both the city and the county have new Board  with new idea . 
Commi  ioner Dupree would like to  ee the i  ue of a regional utility brought back to the table for 
di cu  ion .  He would like to  ee if it would be po  ible to work together, before the two entitie  
move in oppo ite direction   pending large amount  of money. 

Commi  ioner William  doe  not oppo e bringing the i  ue back to the table once more, but wa  
 teadfa t in that the county need  to continue moving forward with utilitie  whether it be with or 
without the City very  oon.  

Commi  ioner Weaver  aid he i  open to anything rea onable to both  ide , and that he would be 
open to take the i  ue up once more.  Mayor Witt agreed and  aid in the pa t no propo al wa  
developed that wa  fea ible for both the city and the county. 

PUBLIC COMME TS 

Commi  ioner William  an wer a que tion from Citizen Stewart Lilker  aying that the county need  
all of the  ewer capacity it can get.  Mr. Lilker  aid that it i  under tandable to “want all you can 
get,” but encouraged the county to be reali tic and make effort  at determining the initial gallon  of 
 ewage capacity needed, a  well a  the e timated long term capacity need  before engaging in a 
project.  He pointed out capacity co t  (material , per onnel, etc.), and  omeone will have to know 
what the county’  anticipated need will be.  Mr. Lilker point out that the City know  the current 
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capacity of it  plant, and that they have plan  to build a new plant according to their anticipated 
future capacity need . 

Mr. Lilker told the City Manager that there i  a lot of excitement about hi  arrival, and that he ha  
only heard good thing  about him. 

Mr. Lilker complimented the City on the way their budget i  prepared and expre  ed to the County 
that they  hould take a look at it if they have not.  He  aid that unlike the County, the City doe  all 
of their budget work in-hou e.  He offered to provide copie  via e-mail to any of the commi  ioner  
who were intere ted in looking at it. 

Mr. Lilker  aid that he recalled that on May 21 t the county  ent a letter to the city regarding EMS 
funding. He  aid that the  econd item of paragraph 2 there i  a mention of the county not  upplying 
EMS  ervice  to the City.  He  aid that it  eem  ab urd to him that if a county re ident, who pay  
taxe , find  them elve  in ide the city limit  needing help that the unit  would not go into the city to 
a  i t the county re ident.  He pointed out that it doe n’t matter where a per on live  when they get 
into an accident on the inter tate; re cue will re pond.  He a ked the County to meet with the City 
again to work thi  out.  Then, if it can’t be worked out, the i  ue  hould be taken before the court  
for a final deci ion.  He  aid either the City  hould be required to pay a portion of EMS or they 
 hould not. 

Commi  ioner Weaver recalled that when the City and County initially began di cu  ing the EMS 
funding i  ue that the City  aid they were going to  eek an out ide legal opinion regarding how 
EMS i  funded, and if the county wa  correct or incorrect in their po ition.  The Mayor replied the 
City ha  never received a final opinion.  The Commi  ioner a ked if out ide council wa  ever hired 
for an opinion.  The Mayor replied, “We never did get a  far a  getting an opinion.” 

Mr. Lilker expre  ed concern with the county’  future plan  to move out of the downtown area.  He 
 aid that if an economic impact  tudy ha  been done on the move that he would like to  ee the 
number .  He  aid it  eem  that nobody except the Board find  it wi e and prudent to move the 
county office  to Lake Jeffery Highway.  Commi  ioner Dupree  aid it i  be t to be concerned with 
the citizen ’ be t intere t over the need  of the downtown merchant .  Commi  ioner William   aid 
there were no problem  with the City when the County moved to the Lake City Medical Center for 
three year . 

Councilman Ward informed Mr. Lilker that there i  a meeting on September 1, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the courthou e annex where a di cu  ion will take place regarding po  ibly purcha ing po  ible 
purcha e of the Blanche Hotel to u e for county office .  

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further bu ine  , the meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

Board of County Commi  ioner  

P. DeWitt Ca on 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
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