Board of County Commissioners

Minutes of
March 09, 2003

1:05 P.M.

The Bo rd of County Commissioners ssembled in n emergency meeting in
the Columbi County Emergency Operations Center to discuss flooding conditions
within their districts. The Press w s notified of this meeting.

Commissioners in Attend nce: J mes Montgomery,
Dewey We ver, George Skinner, Jennifer Flinn, Ron Id Willi ms.

Others Present: County M n ger D le Willi ms, County Attorney
M rlin Fe gle, Assist nt County M n ger Lis Roberts, nd others
representing the Fire Dep rtment, Rescue, Ro d Dep rtment,
911 Dep rtment, Sheriff nd Police Dep rtments.

Ch irman Willi ms c lled the Emergency Meeting to order.

He vy rains h ve cre ted serious thre t to the residents of Columbi County.
Portions of the Columbi County re severely flooded nd many ro dw ys nd
bridges h ve been imp cted nd re now imp ss ble. Thel test we ther report
indic tes there will be minimal rainf Il the remainder of thed y, ndisol ted
showers re expected.

Mr. D le Willi ms dvisedth t D mage Report is being compiled. A p rti | list
of imp cted ro ds w s provided to the commissioners. The current ro d needs
identified re those in situ tion where money will h ve to be expended in
excess of the budget.

In ddition, there h ve been numerous ple s by citizens to ssist with d mages
to priv te property. Unfortun tely, the County is not ble to ssist with those
priv te requests unless Local State of Emergency is decl red. Mr.D le
Willi ms dvised there is n obvious need to w ive the Purchasing Policy since
there is no time in many c ses to obt in quotes in many situ tions.

H ving provided the foregoing information, the Bo rd w s sked to decl re
Loc | St te of Emergency in ccord nce with Florid St tute 252. A



Declaration of Local State of Emergencyw s re d nd presented for the
Commissions consideration.

Motion by Commissioner We ver to decl re Loc | St te of Emergency. Second
by Commissioner Skinner. The motion ¢ rried un nimously.

H ving p ssed the Loc | St te of Emergency decl ration, Mr. D le Willi ms

dvised th t there is no w y to be cert in whether or not the St te of Florid will
decl re Columbi County in st te of emergency, or whether ny expenditure
will be reimburs ble t future d te. Nonetheless, the situ tion w rrants the
County proceeding forw rd s if it were reimburs ble.

In ccord nce with emergency rules nd procedures, the D mage Assessment
Te m will review the imp cted ro d list nd make inspections of the ro ds.

The | ndfill is in ccessible nd g rb ge dispos |is uncert in. If Itern tive
methods for disposing of g rb ge become necess ry, the Public Information
Officer will notify the public. The W ste M n gement Contract provides specific
procedures for impassible roads. The County will cont ct W ste M n gement
right w y for direction.

Currently, no shelters h ve been uthorized, but the flooding will be monitored
closely nd shelters will be made v il ble if necess ry.

The Public Library h s been closed for tod y. Employees were sked to st y off
the streets for their own s fety, nd the surrounding streets le ding to the
library were flooded.

The d mages will be de It with in st ges once the w ter recedes. M ny
conditions such sflooding in houses, nd w ter running over bridges ¢ nnot
be corrected until the w ter retre ts. Once this h ppens, commissioners will

h ve the responsibility of prioritizing the work th t needs to be done in their
district. The Ro d Dep rtment will need to h ndle the worst situ tions first.

Copies of the decl ration will be distributed to Il loc | gencies, nd copy will
be sent vi f csimile to the St te. The Columbi County School System h s made
decision to keep schools in session. They will de | with the ro d/bus issue on

c se-by-c se b sis.

Commissioner Willi ms expressed his primary concerns re with Hill'sdike

bre king, which may c use serious conditions for Allig tor L ke nd the flooding
t the southern portion of Falling Creek ne r Cheshire Road. Commissioner

Flinn conveyed concern th t Peacock Road is seriously flooded nd College

Manor Subdivision is Iso | rge problem.



Commissioner Skinner rel yed th t there is no Kirby Road, th t the ro d is how
more of ditchorc n I. There re several f miliesth t re not ble to getin or
out of the property. Commissioner We ver s id he h sseveralro dsth t re
critic |, but still p ss ble by detour. Three Rivers is flooded nd is not
expected to crest until Tuesd y. The commissioners were sked to report the

d mages to 752-8787, extension #237 for logging.

Public Works w s sked to remain in ttend nce to review fin nci | forms, nd
for discussing expenditure tracking.

There being no further business, the meeting djourned t 1:30 P.M.

ATTEST:

Ron Id Willi ms, Ch irman
Bo rd of County Commissioners

P. DeWitt C son
Clerk of Circuit Court



