
              
                

 

 

   
 

  
 

 

             
               

   
 

      
       

 
        
         
        

 
    

 
          

          
 

         
 

           
     

 
          

            
 

          
               

          
   

 
            

               
           

  
          

      
 
 
 

BCC Minutes of 022003 
Prepared By: Sandy A. Markham 

Board of County Commissioners 

Minutes of
 February 20, 2003 

Chairma  Williams called the meeti g to order at 7:00 p.m. The meeti g 
ope ed with prayer, a d the Pledge of Allegia ce to the Flag of the U ited States 
of America followed. 

Commissio ers i  Atte da ce: James Mo tgomery, 
Dewey Weaver, George Ski  er, Je  ifer Fli  , Ro ald Williams. 

Others Prese t: Cou ty Ma ager Dale Williams, Cou ty Attor ey 
Marli  Feagle, Assista t Cou ty Ma ager Lisa Roberts, Clerk of Courts 
DeWitt Caso , a d Deputy Clerk Sa dy A. Markham. 

I. Co se t Age da 

Commissio er Williams asked that item #8 be pulled, a d a  ou ced he would 
abstai  from voti g o  items #14 a d #15. See Form 8-B. 

Mr. Marli  Feagle requested item #9 be pulled for separate actio . 

Motio  to approve the Co se t Age da by Commissio er Ski  er. Seco d by 
Commissio er Weaver. The motio  carried. 

Regardi g item #14 a d #15: Motio  by Commissio er Weaver to approve 
items #14 a d #15. Seco d by Commissio er Ski  er. The motio  carried. 

Regardi g item #8: Commissio er Williams asked for a motio  to cha ge the 
road from NW Sally Jo es Gle , to NW Zack Jo es Gle , a public road. Motio  
by Commissio er Weaver, "So move." Seco d by Commissio er Ski  er. The 
motio  carried u a imously.  (Clerk's Note:  See Item XI (8)) 

Regardi g item #9: Per Mr. Feagle, the item is a  emi e t domai  actio  for 
property k ow  as Parcel #10 (South Birley Ave ue Project). It is ow ed by the 
estate of Lillie Mae a d Alfo so Flemmi g (Admi istrator - Joyce E. Tucker). 

Motio  to approve the resolutio  by Commissio er Weaver. Seco d by 
Commissio er Ski  er. The motio  carried u a imously. 
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-Consent Agenda Continued-

1. Norfolk Souther  - I voice for a  ual mai te a ce at Granger Road 
railroad crossing. 

2. Century Ambulance Service, I c. - Re ewal of Certificate of Public 
Co ve ie ce a d Necessity. 

3. Inventory Disposal -Cou ty Court Judge's Office - Typewriter (No 
ide tificatio   umber provided). 

4. Utility Permit -Bell South Telecommu icatio s - SW Tuste uggee 
Ave. 

5. Utility Permit -Bell South Telecommu icatio s - NW Lassie Black 
Road. 

6. 911 Addressi g - Nami g of u fou d roads: NE Kalb Ct., SW 
Sterling Terrace & NE Wild Horses Glen. 

7. 911 Addressi g - Nami g of Roadways for DOT Project - SW Chad 
Place & SW Corey Place. 

8. 911 Addressi g - Cha ge to approved street/road  ames: NW Sally 
Jones Glen. (Pulled) 

9. SW Birley Road Project -Acquisitio  of Right of Way Settleme t -
Parcel No. 10 - Estate of Lillie Mae and Alfonso Flemming, c/o Joyce E. 
Tucker, Admi istrator - Pursue Emi e t Domai  Process. (Pulled) 

10. Public Library - Reclassificatio  for Kathy B. Smyth, Library 
Assistant II -From part time to fulltime effective 02-19-03. 

11. I voice - Do ald F. Lee & Associates, I c. - M. David Fi ely, P.E. -
Patti Bridge E gi eeri g Services - $890.00 

12. I voice - Do ald F. Lee & Associates, I c. - Booker T. Combs Road -
$1,325. 

13. I voice - Do ald F. Lee & Associates, I c. - Bascom Norris Drive -
$3,194.50 
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14. I voice - A derso  Columbia Compa y, I c. - CR 250 (Lake Jeffery) -
Pay Request No. O e - $236,470.28 (Commissio er Williams abstai ed from voti g o  this item). 

15. I voice - A derso  Columbia Compa y, I c. - NW CR 25A - Pay 
Request No. O e - $226,317.83. (Commissio er Williams abstai ed from voti g o  this item). 

16. Exter al Budget Ame dme t - BA #02-19 - Sheriff Office - BA #19 -
Victims of Crime Act Gra t - $3,490.76. 

17. Exter al Budget Ame dme t - BA #02-20 - Sheriff's Office - BA #10 -
Multi-Jurisdictio al Task Force Gra t - $10,878.89. 

18. Property Appraiser - Tra sfer of Gateway Computer System #10960 
From Board of Cou ty Commissio er to Property Appraiser's Office. 

19. Philpot Tractor, I c. - Adde dum to Roadside Mowi g Co tract -
Litter Removal - $57.50 per mile. See attached adde dum. 

20. Co structio  Ma ageme t - Cha ge Order #6 - McGowa  Asbestos 
Abateme t Compa y - $30,000 additive. 

21. 911 Addressi g - Nami g of fou d u  amed roads: NW La dse d 
Ct., SW Lilac Court, a d SW E deavor Ct. 

22. Clerk of Court - Declaratio  of ju k property: IBM Typewriter 
#5141/06778. 

23. Utility Permit - Bell South Telecommu icatio s - SW Marigold Place. 

24. Utility Permit - Alltel Florida, I c. - CR 238. 

25. Utility Permit - Bell South Telecommu icatio s - NW Bert Ave ue. 

II. Mr. Larry Joi er, o  behalf of Manes & Tails 4-H Club, spoke to the Board 
regardi g a horse-riding arena. He asked the Board to co sider a te  acre 
la d or mo etary do atio  that would assist with establishi g the facility. He 
poi ted out that the baseball, football a d soccer fields are seaso al, a d that 
the are a would be used year-rou d. He offered that the facility would have a 
horse show series mo thly from October u til May, a d "Gami g" is held o  
average twice per mo th. Other eve ts held at the are a would be: Team 
Pe  i g, Speed Eve ts, Ridi g Club Eve ts, Practices, Pic ics, A imal Shows, 
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Ope  shows, Ju ior Rodeo, FFA Eve ts, Cli ics, a d 4-H Shows. The proposed 
arena will cost approximately o e hu dred te  thousa d dollars. The estimate 
i cludes volu teer labor for several aspects of the project. Mr. Joi er told the 
Board that there are ma y horse e thusiasts i  the commu ity who  ow have 
to travel outside of the cou ty to e joy these eve ts. He stressed that people 
travel lo g dista ces to participate i  these eve ts. He told the Board that by 
buildi g the are a, it would allow local mo ies to stay local. He feels a  are a 
would i vite outsiders i to the cou ty to spe d their mo ey i  local hotels, 
restaura ts a d at the gas pumps. 

The Commissio  told Mr. Joi er that approximately a mo th ago, Ms. Ja ice 
Summers made a similar request. The Cou ty has a quarterly meeti g 
scheduled with the City o  February 27, 2003. The are a will be o e of the 
topics discussed. I  the mea time, Mr. Joi er was e couraged to seek-out 
private parties who may be willi g to do ate la d or assist fi a cially with the 
project. 

III. Discussio  regardi g Norton Home Improvement Property. The Norto  
parcel is the parking lot just North of the Commu ity Natio  Ba k (Dow tow ). 
The lot faces Mario  Street a d adjoi s property of the Mo tgomery buildi g at 
its Southwest cor er. Mr. Dale Williams explai ed that after the Magnolia Café 
bur ed, Mr. Norto  offered the lot to the Cou ty for parki g. The Cou ty has 
 ot paid for the use of the property, but has paid the i sura ce premiums o  the 
property as well as the taxes. Mr. Norto  rece tly advised that the property is 
available for purchase. The aski g price was origi ally $75,000, but through 
 egotiatio s Mr. Norto  has agreed to accept $55,000. The parking lot 
curre tly has 16 parki g spaces, but has 't bee  professio ally e gi eered for 
maximum spaces. 

Mr. James Bolto  MAI, appraised the property at $40,500; a differe ce of 
$14,500. Mr. Marli  Feagle has advised that should eminent domain 
proceedi g become  ecessary, the cou ty could reaso ably expect to pay legal 
fees of $14,500. No mo ey has bee  earmarked i  this year's budget for the 
purchase. However, all of last year's year-e d mo ies were 't spe t a d could 
be used to make the purchase. That mo ey (ge eral fu d mo ey) is i  the 
Beginning Year Cash Account. Mr. Williams asked for feedback. 
The comparable sales used i  the appraisal is attached. 

Commissio er Weaver comme ted that he would oppose the purchase. He said 
the purchase would remove the property from the tax roll. The property could 
be redeveloped a d ge erate a  i crease i  the tax roll. Si ce the Cou ty is 
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pla  i g o  movi g some of the admi istrative offices i  the  ext few years, he 
felt certai  the parking would become less of a  issue. He co cluded that he 
simply could 't support a purchase that is priced substa tially higher tha  the 
appraised value. 

Commissio er Williams agreed with Commissio er Weaver a d added, "I thi k 
we  eed to make sure we hold the City to what they promised (additio al 
parking) us for stayi g dow tow . We do 't  eed to let the fire die dow  o  
that promise. It's a lot cheaper tha  $55,000 if they (the City) will just hold to 
their part of the bargai ." Commissio er Williams explai ed that the Cou ty was 
seriously co sideri g movi g the courthousea d a  ex from dow tow . The 
City  egotiated with Cou ty to stay dow tow , a d bargai ed to provide 
additional parking if the Cou ty would stay. 

Commissio er Ski  er opposed the purchase a d said that he believes his 
co stitue ts would rather the Cou ty  ot pay above the appraised value. He 
stated he would oppose the purchase. 

Commissio er Fli   said the strained parking is a major issue. She is 
co cer ed the Cou ty may  ot have ma y opportu ities to acquire property for 
parki g i  the future. She see the offer to purchase the Norton Home 
Improvement property as a  opportu ity. 

There was a motio  by Commissio er Mo tgomery (for discussio  purposes) to 
make the la d purchase for $55,000. Seco d by Commissio er Fli  . 

Commissio er Mo tgomery expressed co cer  that the school system rece tly 
faced criticism by the Auditor Ge eral's office for maki g a la d purchase for 
more tha  the appraised value. Mr. Feagle told the Board that si ce the aski g 
price is below $100,000, it would 't be u lawful for them to pay more tha  the 
appraised value. 

There was discussio  that the City of Lake City agreed to co struct two (2) 
parking lots for off street parki g for cou ty employees. O e of the lots is 
curre tly u der co structio  (Behi d Marli  Feagle's office). It was  oted that 
after the fi al desig  was determi ed o  the lot  ow u der co structio , there 
was approximately twe ty parki g spaces elimi ated from the origi al lot 
proposal. Also worth  oti g is that decisio s regardi g the sale of the 
Montgomery Building are still u certai , a d a  adjoi i g private parking lot 
may be co sidered a perk should the Cou ty choose to sell. 

Commissio er Fli   suggested a cou teroffer. Mr. Dale Williams respo ded that 
the ow er has already adama tly refused the appraised value, a d he si cerely 
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believes that the  egotiated amou t of $55,000 is probably the ow er's bottom 
figure, but certai ly they could i quire. 

There was a call for the vote. The motio  failed 3-2. 
I  favor: Commissio er Fli   a d Mo tgomery. 
Opposed: Commissio er Weaver, Ski  er a d Williams. 

IV. I  December 2002, Embree Construction offered to sell a  ew 
commu icatio s buildi g located o  East Washi gto  Street to the Cou ty for 
$450,000. O  Ja uary 16, 2003, the Board of Cou ty Commissio ers made a 
decisio  to cou teroffer at $250,000, which is the budgeted amou t for the  ew 
Records Retention Center the Cou ty pla s to build. 

Embree has respo ded with a correspo de ce stati g the buildi g is priced well 
below its value, a d that they are 't able to take a  additio al loss. However, 
they are willi g to  egotiate payme t terms should the Cou ty be i terested. 

The Board agrees the buildi g has ma y extra frills, a d is bei g offered at a 
reaso ably fair price. However, the Board was  ot i cli ed to spe d that far 
outside of what they have already budgeted for a records rete tio  buildi g. 
Especially, si ce the frills would be of  o great be efit to the Cou ty. The Board 
said they could utilize the $200,000 differe ce o  a other  eeded buildi g. 

Commissio er Fli   advised that she feels the Cou ty's offer is very fair si ce the 
Property Appraiser has the property assessed value set at $199,730, a d that 
Embree purchased the property back (through foreclosure) at $200,000. 

Motio  by Commissio er Weaver to  ot accept Embree's offer. Seco d by 
Commissio er Ski  er. The motio  carried u a imously. 
(Clerk's Note:  See Sectio  XI(1) a d XI(6)) 

V. Co ti uatio  - Severance Package Request of Marcel Bedenbaugh. 
Mr. Williams advised the Board that he received a letter from Ms. Bedenbaugh 
this week te deri g her official retirement effective March 14, 2003 at 4:30 
p.m. 

Ms. Bede baugh is a lo g te ured employee of the Cou ty a d is  ow 
approachi g her retireme t date. As a result, Ms. Bede baugh has made a 
couple of requests of the Cou ty that were 't covered by ge eral perso  el 
policies a d procedures. Therefore, the matters were brought before the Board 
for dispositio , a d has bee  discussed i  the past few meeti gs. O e issue 
dealt with additio al years of te ured service, a d the other dealt with 
compe satio  before retireme t. The compe satio  issue was 
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resolved at the last meeti g, but the years of service still exists. 

At the last meeti g, there was a  issue, because of the social security 
earnings reported, as to whether the cou ty was the reporti g employer for Ms. 
Bede baugh's i  1971. There was also a questio  as to what the Florida 
Retirement System's ("FRS") positio  would be o  late reporti g, should the 
Board fi d docume tatio  to support Ms. Bede baugh's claim. 

The Cou ty co tacted the Florida Department of Retirement ("FRS"), 
Calculatio s Divisio , a d fou d the followi g: 

1. Duri g the time i  questio , a State M-10 Form was required whe  a  
employee was hired i  a positio  falli g u der the Florida Retirement 
System. Ms. Bede baugh's form i dicates her date of employme t bega  
October 1, 1972, a d that is the date her retireme t will ear  from. The Cou ty 
is i formed that regardless of their decisio  regardi g years of creditable service, 
the decisio  will  ot have a  impact o  the Florida Retireme t System. 

2. Ms. Marcel Bedenbaugh had bee  i  touch with the FDR a d was 
i formed that if she had a y discrepancies i  her retireme t i formatio , she 
should have it corrected before e teri g DROP or retiri g. She was i formed of 
this "agai ", i  writi g, o  April 19th. She was also advised the Board of Cou ty 
Commissio ers  ow had  o authority to cha ge her start date. 

Clerk of Court DeWitt Caso  was prese t to address the archived records. He 
advised that the Clerk of Courts' wage ledger records, as well as the Board of 
Cou ty Commissio ers' wage ledger records, begi  i g i  1967, have bee  
thoroughly reviewed. He explai ed that the FRS co tributio s were reflected i  
the records as well as social security a d withholdi gs. He told the Board that 
the Clerk's records reflect October 1972 as the official date she bega  
employme t with the Cou ty. 

Mr. Dale Williams expressed that at Ms. Bede baugh's retireme t date, she will 
have served the cou ty i  some capacity for a total of 34 years, 5 mo ths a d 13 
days. He suggested she be recog ized for all of those years regardless of 
whether it was paid or volu tary service. 

Motio  by Commissio er Weaver to recog ize Ms. Bede baugh's 34 years, 5 
mo ths a d 13 days of service to the citize s of Columbia Cou ty. Seco d by 
Commissio er Ski  er. 
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Commissio er Fli   told Ms. Bede baugh that she, as well as the vetera s of this 
cou ty are very proud of her a d tha kful for her dedicated services. 
Commissio er Fli   said, "You've do e a great job! Tha k you." 

The motio  carried u a imously. 

VI. Legislative Update. Mr. Dale Williams provided the latest available 
i formatio  o  issues pertai i g to state shared reve ues, budget cuts, a d the 
impact it's havi g o  the cou ties. 

The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission ("FWC") has offered 
prelimi ary  otificatio  regardi g the Environmental Education Specialist 
Position at Alligator Lake Recreation Area. The positio  has  ot bee  
i cluded i  the age cy's budget that will be submitted to the Gover or a d 
Legislature. Additio ally, it has bee  commu icated to the Cou ty that the 
Urban Fisheries Program, u der which the Educatio  Specialist positio  would 
have bee  i cluded, is bei g recomme ded for deletio  from the age cy's 
programs. As a result, 21 positio s i  the program are slated for deletio . 
Official  otificatio  is expected from the FWC after the Legislative Sessio . 

The County and the School Board have allocated fu di g for the positio  i  
the amou t of $20,000 per age cy to fu d this positio . If the positio  is  ot 
approved through FWC, the questio  remai s as to the status of the positio  o  
a local level. Capital outlay fu di g i  the amou t of $25,000 was allocated by 
the Board to support this positio . If the Cou ty a d the School Board elect to 
 ot staff this positio , it was suggested that the fu ds remai  i  the li e item for 
the Alligator Lake Recreation Area. 

Florida Recreatio  Developme t Assista ce Program 2003-2004. The Cou ty has 
received prelimi ary  otice that their gra t applicatio s for the Bethlehem 
Community Center Project a d the Falling Creek Falls Project were  ot 
i cluded i  the list of proposed projects to be se t to the Legislature a d 
Gover or for approval. The fu di g for the Trai  Depo Restoratio  Project for 
the Tow  of Fort White has also bee  elimi ated. Mr. Williams said that they 
have also received  otice that the Small Cou ties Road Assista ce Program, 
which is admi istered through the Florida Departme t of Tra sportatio , has 
bee  deleted. As a result, he said, "Before the program was scrapped, we were 
i  li e for $1,217,557 that would be used o  CR 252." He reported the cou ty 
would  ot be receivi g the $1,621,679 i  fu di g for CR 240 either. Official 
 otificatio  is expected from the Department of Transportation 
after this Legislative Sessio . 
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Mr. Williams stressed the importa ce of disti guishi g betwee  the two differe t 
types of impacts. There is the direct impact to the operati g budget (retireme t 
a d Medicaid i creases), a d the  there is the impact of projects  o lo ger 
fu ded. Mr. Williams explai ed that if the Cou ty does 't receive the project 
mo ey, the Cou ty is 't u der a y obligatio  to fu d the projects. However, it 
does mea  that there are projects deemed  eeded that will  ot be fu ded at all. 
He co cluded, by sayi g the Gover or's budget is subject to legislative approval. 

Commissio er Williams said, "O  lea  budget years, the mo ey goes to wherever 
the votes are, a d the votes are i  South Florida. We're goi g to be i  for a 
rough year." 

Commissio er Weaver poi ted out that there is approximately $200,000,000 i  
the Transportation Trust Fund, but the mo ey is bei g shifted to ge eral 
reve ue fu ds. He said, "It's taki g from tra sportatio  a d bei g put i to 
ge eral reve ue. It's  ot because there is a shortage of mo ey i  the 
Tra sportatio  Fu d. It's bei g shifted a d take  away from smaller cou ties." 

VII. I dustrial Park. I  prior years, the Cou ty made a  agreeme t to sell 5.15 
acres i  the Industrial Park for $6,000 per acre to Great South Timber. They 
have  ow chose  to exercise that optio . The Cou ty will ho or this optio  as 
reflected i  the agreeme t. The purchase will retur  $30,900 to the Economic 
Trust Fund of the Cou ty. The closi g will be scheduled soo . 

VIII. O  behalf of Commissio er Fli  , Mr. Dale Williams requested permissio  
to have the Public Works Departme t perform work o  private property ow ed 
by Mr. Ricky Drummond. He explai ed that the drai  is clogged at the 
i tersectio  (Off Rossi Road, o  Mango Road, formerly k ow  as Dove Road) 
of the two roads a d has damaged Mr. Drummo d's drive. The Cou ty will 
make repairs to the drai , a d will make  ecessary repairs to the driveway. 
Pictures were put i to the record. See attached. 

Motio  by Commissio er Ski  er. Seco d by Commissio er Fli  . The motio  
carried u a imously. 

IX. Mr. Dale Williams read a proclamatio  o  behalf of the Board of Cou ty 
Commissio ers recog izi g Commissio er James Montgomery as 2004 
Columbia Cou ty Teacher of the Year. See attached resolutio . 

Motio  by Commissio er Weaver to approve. Seco d by Commissio er Ski  er. 
The motio  carried u a imously. (Clerk's Note:  See Sectio  XI(5)) 
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X. Commissio er Williams provided a  overview of the Patti Bridge issue a d 
the actio  take  by the Board over the past few mo ths. The last actio  of the 
Board pertai i g to this matter was a motio  to take bids to replace the bridge, 
a d to repair the bridge. 

Commissio er Williams explai ed that origi ally, there was a motio  a d a 
seco d to approve the co se t age da, which had the bridge repair listed. 
However, there was a request to pull the bridge repair from the age da for 
separate co sideratio . 

As a result, two bids were placed to repair the bridge: U dergrou d Excavatio  
Compa y - $82,500, a d Hal Jo es Co tractor, I c. - $105,000. Three bids were 
placed to build a  ew bridge: U dergrou d Excavatio  Compa y - $186,300, Hal 
Jo es Co tractor, I c. - $550,000, a d A derso  Columbia - $526,462.89. 

The Commissio  havi g had a  opportu ity to review the bids submitted was 
asked if there was a motio  to reverse or resci d the Commissio 's previous 
motio  to " ot" repair the bridge. The Board appeared to remai  steadfast that 
they did 't wa t to i vest i  such a large repair,  or were they i terested i  
buildi g a  ew bridge. No motio  was offered. 

Mr. Marli  Feagle clarified that  o  ew motio  bei g offered mea s that the 
bridge will  ot be repaired or replaced, a d that formal actio  regardi g the road 
closi g  eeds to be scheduled for a public heari g. 

Motio  by Commissio er Mo tgomery to schedule a public heari g to close 
Ca sa Road, a/k/a Patti Bridge Road. Seco d by Commissio er Weaver. 
The public heari g will be scheduled for the seco d March meeti g (March 20, 2003). 
The motio  carried. 

Mr. James Bo  er expressed that he believes if the bridge is closed, it must be 
removed for liability reaso s. The Board agreed a d said the removal would cost 
approximately $3,000. 

Mr. Ro  ie Hughes wo dered why the Board was 't addressi g the issue of Mr. 
Thomas destroyi g cou ty property, a d remi ded Commissio er Williams that 
the feeli gs of the commu ity were  ot split 50/50, but that it was overwhelmi g 
i  favor of repairi g or rebuildi g the bridge. He said, "You must have a memory 
block or somethi g. We packed this auditorium about this road closi g. It was a 
majority that wa ted to keep this ope  a d repair it." Commissio er Williams 
replied, "I o ly said that some wa ted it ope , a d some wa ted it closed." Mr. 
Hughes remi ded the Board about the large  umber of petitio s submitted to 
leave the bridge ope  i  the eve t of a  emerge cy. He said, "I do 't thi k ya'll 
were liste i g! I do 't u dersta d why the Cou ty ca 't repair the bridge." He 
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remi ded the Board that eve  after the bridge was co dem ed, the Cou ty 
backed a fully loaded dump truck over Patti Bridge. He co te ded the bridge 
was still a stro g bridge. He said road graders were crossi g Patti Bridge just a 
few hours prior to the bridge bei g deemed u safe. He asked the Board, 
"What's the status of the issue o  Mr. Thomas' destructio  of cou ty property? 
My Sheriff here has told me it's  o big deal. Mr. Thomas was tryi g to help the 
commu ity. I do 't u dersta d the repair cost. The "thi g" I got talked about 
grouti g the pili gs with co crete. The Cou ty e gi eer says I'm  ot qualified, 
but I'm qualified to grout a water well." Mr. Hughes we t o  to say that he'd be 
willi g to give his mo ey a d time (up $10,000) if the Board would allow him to 
repair the bridge u der a y guideli es. He said, "That's how stro gly we feel i  
the commu ity to  ot aba do  this bridge that is over o e hu dred years old." 

Commissio er Williams remi ded Mr. Hughes that he was the very o e who 
made the motio  to approve (the co se t age da) repairi g the bridge. 
However, whe  the item was pulled (by a other commissio er) for separate 
co sideratio  the remai der of the Commissio  voted agai st the repair. Mr. 
Williams stressed. "I'm o ly o e vote. The majority rules." Mr. Hughes 
respo ded, "The  you sta d up a d represe t the majority with your o e vote! 
The majority spoke the other  ight by showi g up a d through petitio s." 

Commissio er Fli   i terjected, by sayi g that she would like to see the bridge 
repaired si ce it has such se time tal value. U fortu ately, due to the 
treme dous cost, she said that she perso ally could  ot justify spe di g that 
much mo ey o  the repair whe  the cou ty is faci g such rigid budget cuts i  
the upcomi g year. Mr. Hughes remai ed persiste t that the repair price is 
i flated a d that he was willi g to i vest his time, skills a d $10,000 o  the 
 eeded repairs. He said, "If the pili gs are bad where Mr. Thomas k ocked a 
hole i  them, the  let'spour the m full of co crete a d rebar, a d make the 
repair. I formed a cost a alysis a d prese ted to the Commissio  at the last 
meeti g showi g the Cou ty could make the  eeded repairs for $5,000, a d ya'll 
k ow that." 

Mr. Hughes co cluded by addressi g Commissio er Williams, "All I ask Ro ald is 
that you represe t the people that put you i  office, with your o e vote. That's 
what you told me you had, a d we wa t to see your o e vote. Tha k you sir." 

There was a call for the vote. The motio  carried 4-1. 

I  favor: Commissio ers Mo tgomery, Fli  , Weaver a d Ski  er 
Agai st: Commissio er Williams stated, "I stick by my same motio  made to 

approve the co se t age da. 
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Commissio er Williams wished a speedy heali g of the ma y hurt feeli gs that 
may exist throughout his district regardi g this matter. 

XI. Miscella eous (Not o  Age da) 

1. Clerk of Courts DeWitt Caso  asked the Board to co ti ue worki g 
persiste tly i  the search for record storage facilities/properties. He 
e couraged the Board to allow the Clerks Office to work with Cou ty staff 
members i  this e deavor a d to explore other optio s. 

2. Mr. Marli  Feagle gave a  update o  the most rece t court precedi g 
held regardi g the Lake City Speedway's violatio  of the i ju ctio  outli i g 
hours of operatio . He said that Mr. Parker ( o first  ame provided) is 't the 
ow er, but has a lease o  the racetrack a d leases the property. A Motion of 
Contempt was filed, a d Judge E. Ver o  Douglas fou d Mr. Parker i  co tempt of 
court, but reserved ruli g o  se te ci g. The judge liste ed to both sides for 
almost a d hour a d the  referred the parties to a mediatio  room. Both sides 
were able to come back with a stipulatio . Mr. Feagle said, "We feel that the 
Order we have  ow is probably better for the commu ity, because it limits his 
daytime raci g to sometime i  February. No other raci g, other tha  i  the 
daytime, whereas previously he could have some daytime raci g. All the races 
are to termi ate at 12:00 mid ight. There's o ly go-cart raci g, I believe from 
November to Ja uary." Mr. Feagle offered copies of the order to a yo e 
i terested. 

Commissio er Fli   asked what would happe  with the fi di g of co tempt a d 
the reserve se te ci g. She specifically asked if he would have to pay a y 
mo etary fi es or court costs. Mr. Feagle respo ded that the Judge has 't 
passed a y se te ce o  Mr. Parker at this time, but expects the Judge may 
review the se te ci g if there is ever a  eed to go back to court for a violatio . 

3. Assista t Public Works Director Perry Little explai ed a  eed for the 
Cou ty to e ter a private property located i  the Five Poi ts area (a specific 
property was 't me tio ed). He said there is a large tree sta di g o  private 
property that has a root system that is causi g damage to the ditches. 
See the attached pictures. 

Motio  by Commissio er Ski  er to e ter private property to remove the tree 
a d it's root structure. Seco d by Commissio er Fli  . The motio  carried 
u a imously. 
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4. Commissio er Ski  er recog ized School Board Member Nelso  i  the 
audie ce a d expressed his desire to e sure District III will be well represe ted 
i  the redistricting. (No other details were provided) Commissio er Ski  er 
asked the Chair to co sider appoi ti g him (Ski  er) whe  the time is 
appropriate. (Clerk's Note: See a verbatim tra script of this set of mi utes below - Pg.16) 

5. Commissio er Weaver offered his perso al co gratulatio s to 
Commissio  James Montgomery for bei g  omi ated Teacher of the Year. He 
said, "I ca 't thi k of a yo e i  this cou ty who has had a more profou d affect 
o  so ma y lives. He we t o  to say, "I k ow the Board exte ds to you, a d I 
perso ally exte d to you my co gratulatio s. It is lo g overdue a d well 
deserved. Tha k you." 

6. Chuck Sha e was of the opi io  that the Board should questio  the 
Property Appraiser as to why the Embree Building is o  the tax roll for 
$199,730, whe  it has a co structio  cost of $1,000,000, a d they are aski g a 
reduced sale price of $455,000 dollars. He said, "Let's put it o  the tax roll 
where it belo gs, or at least withi  80% of where it belo gs. Maybe the ma  
will get tired of payi g the taxes o  it a d somebody will buy it. It might help 
with the deficit." Mr. Sha e also offered for co sideratio  that specially built 
buildi gs will ofte  cost more i  the lo g ru , because of the cost i volved i  
alteri g it to meet the  ew ow er's  eeds. Commissio er Fli   agreed. 
Commissio er Weaver suggested that a possible a swer for the assessed amou t 
may be that the buildi g was purchased for $200,000. 

7. Mr. Way e Williams. 
(a) Mr. Way e Williams had budget questio s relati g to the Welcome 

Center's rent for the past two years, a d the sig age advertisi g costs of 
$32,000 a d $40,000. Mr. Dale Williams replied, "It's the big message writer you 
see i  the southbou d la e." Mr. Way e Williams asked, "$32,000 per year?" 
Mr. Dale Williams respo ded, "Yes. That's the reve ue it ge erates." Mr. Dale 
William explai ed that the debt o  the sig  was paid for from the 3% bed tax, 
a d there is a charge for those who advertise o  it. There are some costs 
i volved i  mai tai i g the sig  (electricity, i sura ce a d mai te a ce). 

(b) Mr. Way e Williams advised that rece tly his wife has fou d that the 
Board of County Commissioners Minutes are o ly partially posted to the 
web. He said, "The mi utes will be like o e or two pages, but there will o ly be 
o e page posted. I do 't k ow what happe s to the seco d page. If you're 
goi g to put it o  the i ter et for somebody to review, it'll be a help to see that 
it's "all" there." 
(Clerk's Note: Specific dates were  ot me tio ed. A review of the last six (6) sets of mi utes 
posted to the  et verified the followi g:  The mi utes ra ge i  size from two to fiftee  pages 
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each.  From the mi utes checked, each set was fou d to be posted i  its e tirety a d fully 
viewable.) 

(c) Mr. Way e Williams advised that rece tly, he visited with Mr. Dale 
Williams regardi g employme t a d industry i  the Cou ty. He said that he 
u dersta ds that I terstate 10 a d I terstate 75 was built to move traffic a d 
 ot to have ramps directi g traffic to busi esses. He poi ted out that i  the 
Baker Cou ty area there is a Wi   Dixie, Michaels, Publix a d more. He said, 
"They do 't have off ramps, they go out, a d come o  90, a d come off where 
they go i . They could do the same thi g here. So my poi t is that the ramps 
do 't have a ythi g to do with us getti g i dustry i to the cou ty." He said he 
k ew Workma 's Compe satio  was high, a d stated Columbia Cou ty is 't the 
o ly o e feeli g the high costs. He said, "So it has  othi g to do with us  ot 
getti g a y i dustry i  this cou ty, whe  they ca  go to other places i  the state 
who are payi g the same amou ts of Workman's Compensation." 

Commissio er Williams respo ded that there was  o attempt to compare 
our cou ty's rates to other cou ty's rates i  Florida. He said the o ly compariso  
made was that "o e" of the reaso s Wi   Dixie did 't locate i  Columbia Cou ty 
was because it could get lower (Workman's Compensation a d Electrical) 
rates i  Georgia. Therefore, they chose to locate i  Fitzgerald, Georgia. 

Mr. Williams clarified, "My poi t is that there's i dustry goi g i  a d 
arou d Baker Cou ty, Maccle  y, a d i to Alachua Cou ty a d places like that. 
So my poi t is Workma 's Compe satio  for them, or for us, is the same thi g. 
So we  eed to do other thi gs to get i dustry i  here." The Commissio  agreed. 

He co cluded by sayi g at a other time, he would like to discuss the gas taxes. 
Particularly, how a d whe  they come i to existe ce, a d whe  they will expire. 
He also questio ed the budget item "Other Curre t Expe ses." He offered that 
ma y thi gs could be listed u der that sectio , a d thus it should be itemized so 
citize s ca  be i formed as to what is bei g paid for from the fu d. Mr. Dale 
Williams explai ed that he would be happy to provide Mr. Williams with a  
itemized Li e Item Budget upo  his request, but forewar ed him that it would be 
approximately three i ches thick (.15 per page). 

8. Mr. Da iel Distel questio ed Commissio er Williams' motio  to cha ge 
NW Sally Jones Glen, to NW Zack Jones Glen. He  oted that the cha gi g 
of blue sig  to a gree  road sig  leads o e to believe it was simply cha ged from 
a private road to the cou ty road. Commissio er Williams explai ed that the 
road was a public road to begi  with. The four families livi g o  that road asked 
that their road  ot be routi ely graded. Therefore, whe  the 911 Departme t 
looked 
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at the road, it appeared to be private. A blue sig  was erro eously erected a d 
the motio  was simply to correct the error. 

There bei g  o further busi ess, the meeti g adjour ed at 8:45 P.M. 

ATTEST: 
____________________________ 
Ro ald Williams, Chairma  

_________________________ Board of Cou ty Commissio ers 
P. DeWitt Caso  
Clerk of Circuit Courts 
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ADDENDUM 
Clerk's Note: At the direction of the Chairman, and per Mr.

David Rountree's request, the following portion of the minutes is

transcribed in verbatim form: 

February 20, 2003
Section XI (4) 

Commissioner Skinner: And the other request that I have Mr. Chairman. Uh, I know we're gonna be 
getting into redistricting. And uh, I notice that the School Board Member Nelson is here, and uh we're 
concerned that uh, we want District III represented, and uh I'd like to humbly ask the uh Chairman, when
he gets ready to make his uh appointments to uh allow me to uh- 

Chairman Williams: I'm gonna put em' in a hat and draw em' out. (Laughing). 

Commissioner Skinner: As long as my name comes out Mr. Chairman, that's all. (Laughing) 

Commissioner Flinn: I humbly ask too. (Laughing) 

Chairman Williams: Everybody done asked and we can't have but three. So we gonna put em' in a hat 
and draw two of em' up. (Laughing) 

School Board Member Nelson: ……….. (Inaudible - Speaking from the audience)….. 

Commissioner Weaver: Mr. Nelson, did the School Board appoint the two senior members of the Board 
to that committee? 

School Board Member Nelson: Uh, not knowing all of tenure, I can't guarantee that but…(Inaudible - 

Still speaking from the audience)… 

Commissioner Weaver: I believe that's correct. 
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