
BCC Minutes of 112102 

Prepared By: Sandy A. Markham 

Board of County Commissioners 

Minutes of 

November 21, 2002 

Chairma Williams called the meeti g to order at 6:00 p.m. Commissio er 
Mo tgomery ope ed with prayer, a d the Pledge of Allegia ce to the Flag of the 
U ited States of America followed. 

Commissio ers I Atte da ce: Ro ald Williams, James Mo tgomery, 
Dewey Weaver, George Ski er, a d Je ifer Fli . 

Others Prese t: Cou ty Coordi ator Dale Williams, Cou ty Attor ey 
Marli Feagle, Assista t Cou ty Coordi ator Lisa Roberts, a d 
Deputy Clerk Sa dy A. Markham. 

Chairma Williams welcomed everyo e i atte da ce, a d recog ized 
their ewest Board member, Je ifer Fli . O behalf of the other Board 
members, Chairma Williams welcomed Commissio er Fli aboard. 

I. Patti Bridge - Commissio er Williams gave a brief history o the Patt 
Br dge dilemma. Approximately two mo ths ago staff recomme ded replaci g 
the bridge. A decisio was ultimately made to pull the issue from the age da 
u til all of the commissio ers had a opportu ity to look at the bridge, a d see 
for themselves the overall co ditio of the bridge. Commissio er Williams 
explai ed that prior to taki g a y actio o closi g, repairi g or replaci g the 
bridge, he held a tow meeti g i the Deep Creek area to provide i formatio to, 
a d hear from his co stitue ts o the matter. 

Commissio er Williams asked if there was a commissio er prese t who wa ted 
to take staff's previous recomme datio to replace the bridge. There was o 
motio offered to accept staff's recomme datio . 

Per Mr. Marli Feagle, the bridge ca 't be left sta di g u atte ded i it's curre t 
co ditio . 

Commissio er Williams asked if there was a motio to call for a public heari g to 
co sider closi g the bridge/road at the December 19, 2002, Board of Cou ty 
Commissio ers Meeti g. 

Motio by Commissio er Weaver, "So moved." Seco d by Commissio er 
Mo tgomery. The motio carried u a imously. 
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Commissio er Williams i vited a yo e prese t who did 't have a cha ce to 
atte d the tow meeti g to come forward to speak, a d also asked if there was 
a yo e prese t that would ot be able to atte d the future public heari g to 
come forward a d speak. 

Mr. George E. Alford said that he objected i years past to the closi g of Patti 
Bridge a d the Patti Bridge Road, a d he still does. He explai ed that he has 
utilized the road for seve ty-five years a d would like to co ti ue to do so. Mr. 
Alford accused Commissio er Williams of barricadi g the road a few years ago by 
havi g cou ty workers haul i dirt. Mr. Williams i formed Mr. Alford that he was 
mistake . Mr. Alford said, "A few thi gs have come to light. You're goi g to get 
paid o matter if you close the road, or ope it. If you close the road the 
surrou di g la d ow ers are goi g to pay you pretty good. If you leave the road 
ope a d rebuild the bridge, the you're goi g to give the co tract to someo e 
to build the bridge, a d you'll decide who will get the co tract, a d you'll get 
your kickback there. You're goi g to get paid o e way or a other." 
Commissio er Williams i formed Mr. Alford that he was mistake agai , a d that 
he alo e could ot make the decisio , it would be a decisio of the e tire Board. 
Mr. Alford was of the opi io that eight out of te people i the Deep Creek area 
were agai st closi g the road. He criticized Commissio er Williams for advisi g 
the Lake City Reporter that the result of the tow meeti g was a 50/50 split. 
Commissio er Williams replied that his comme t to the Lake City Reporter 
(regardless of what they pri ted) was: Out of "all" of the people he has spoke 
with regardi g the bridge, the feeli g is probably a 50/50 split. He explai ed to 
Mr. Alford that ma y of the co versatio s did ot take place at the tow 
meeti g. Regardless of what Commissio er Williams said, Mr. Alford was of the 
opi io that Commissio er Williams had co spired with the other commissio ers 
a d has already persuaded them to vote "his way," which is i favor of closi g 
the road a d bridge. 

Mr. Thomas ( o first ame provided) said he does 't believe there has bee 
a y co spiri g or coerci g that has go e o . Mr. Thomas stated that he could 't 
see a reaso for the road to be closed. He was of the opi io that the Thomas' 
wa t the road closed, because they ow the la d o both sides of the road, a d 
they have hu ti g issues that would be settled by closi g the road. Mr. Thomas 
said that he e joys ridi g that road with his gra dchildre a d showi g them the 
wildlife. He said he adama tly opposes the closi g of the road. He told the 
Board that ma y dollars have bee spe t o ridiculous projects such as buildi g 
pa ther trails across i terstates. He felt the Board should i vest the mo ey to 
repair the bridge. He tha ked the Board for their co sideratio . 
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Mr. Guy Br m said that due to safety issues, he opposes closi g the cou ty 
road. He said if there were a i sta ce i which Hwy. 441 had to be closed at 
the Deep Creek area that the re-routi g of traffic would be lo g a d limited. Mr. 
Brim feels a closure will be a large hi dra ce to the citize i the area should a 
emerge cy arise. He remi ded the commissio that he wrote a letter some time 
back explai i g his co cer s. He said, "I say repair the bridge, a d keep it ope . 
There are people who use it." 

Mr. Ronn e Hughes stated he was speaki g from his experie ce i farmi g, 
well drilli g a d co structio . He said he i spected the bridge a d feels the 
bridge could be repaired for a reaso able price. He said that overall, the bridge 
is i good shape with the exceptio of some eeded repairs to the pili gs. Mr. 
Hughes said he could see the wear from the acids i the water a d the 
corrodi g, but believes the pili gs had holes i them whe they were i stalled. 
He feels the cou ty road should remai ope . He expressed the same safety 
co cer s expressed by Mr. Brim. He said, "No purpose is served by closi g the 
road." 

Mr. Ed Delk said he a d his gra dchildre e joy taki g drives dow the Patti 
Bridge Road. He remi ded the Board that that is a "through" road. He said, 
"Whe you get past the Thomas' la d, you ca go a ywhere you wa t to. It 
ope s several traveli g optio s." He told the commissio that the time would 
come whe a citize would " eed" for the road to be ope . He i formed the 
Board that there was a i sta ce awhile back whe he was havi g heart trouble, 
a d there had bee a wreck o the bridge. He said, "I had to use the Patti 
Bridge Road." He was co cer ed this type of situatio may happe agai . He 
agreed with the others speaki g, that the Bridge should be repaired a d that the 
road should ot be closed to the public. He told the commissio he uses the 
road every day. He too feels the Thomas' have a hu ti g issue they hope to 
resolve by closi g the road. He said, "I do 't care othi g about hu ti g, but if 
they're so crazy about it, let them fe ce the property off." He remi ded the 
Board that the roads i the forest are heavily traveled, a d are all o e-la e 
bridges. He said, "You ever hear of wrecks o those bridges." 

(Clerk s Note: See Section VII, Page 8 below for additional comments.) 

II. Mr. Wiley Page, a co sulti g firm member for PBS &J spoke regardi g the 
Florida Departme t of Tra sportatio 's Master Pla for I terstate 10. They are 
i the process of co ductio a lo g ra ge master pla for I-10 from Madiso 
Cou ty, to I terstate 295 i Duval Cou ty. He explai ed their purpose, the 
studies i progress, their objectives, a d tasks. He said that as thi gs progress, 
they will be back with periodic updates/status reports over the ext 18 mo ths. 

III. Mildred L. Hill 
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(1) Frazier Gree Road – Petitio to Relocate a Portio of the Road. 
Ms. Hill was ot prese t. This item was temporarily passed over. See below. 

(Clerk s Note: See Section VIII below.) 

IV. Co se t Age da: 

(1) Fi a cial Ma ageme t – BA # 02-07 – Rum Island Park -
$4000.00 

(2) Utility Permit – Bell South Telecommu icatio s – SW Marv n 
Burnett Road 

(3) South B rley Avenue Project – Acquisitio of Right –of-Way 
Settleme t – Parcel No. 15 – James R. & Charlene L. Joyner -
$7,000.00 

(4) Resolutio – Adopti g A Local M t gat on Strategy 

(5) Florida Departme t of Tra sportatio – Do atio of 468 Square 
Feet to the Florida Departme t of Tra sportatio – Southwest 
Cor er of S sters Welcome Road to US 90 – I stallatio of Mast 
Arm Sig al – Approval of Gra tor’s Stateme t – Approval of Cou ty 
Deed & Resolutio 

(6) I voice – CSX Tra sportatio – Sig al Mai te a ce at SR-129 -
$1,237.00 

(7) Emerge cy Medical Services – Refu d Request – Oh o Casualty -
$53.35 

(8) Emerge cy Medical Services – Overpayme t Request – BCBS of 
Flor da - $158.10 

(9) Emerge cy Medical Services – Overpayme t – Champus Tr care -
$86.10 

(10) Suwa ee River Eco omic Cou cil, I c. – State Housi g I itiatives 
Part ership ("S.H.I.P.") – Release of Lie Agreeme t – Rose 
Cr bbs a d M ke Knox 

(11) Dale W ll ams – Request Vacatio Leave from 11/25/02 thru 
11/27/02 
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(12) Sheriff Fra k Owe s – Traffic Recomme datio s – Walter L ttle 
Road area 

(13) Board of Adjustme ts/Pla i g a d Zo i g Board Member – 
Accepta ce of Resig atio of Morr s Anderson 

(14) Adopt-A-Shore Program Agreeme t Betwee Columbia Cou ty a d 
Current Problems, I c. - $8,000.00. See attached agreeme t. 

(15) M nute Approval – Board of Cou ty Commissio ers – Regular 
Meeti g– June 20, 2002 

(16) M nute Approval – Board of Cou ty Commissio ers – Budget 
Workshop – August 20, 2002 

(17) M nute Approval – Board of Cou ty Commissio ers – Regular 
Meeti g– September 19, 2002 

(18) M nute Approval – Board of Cou ty Commissio ers – Special 
Meeti g– September 30, 2002 

(19) M nute Approval – Board of Cou ty Commissio ers – Regular 
Meeti g– October 3, 2002 

(20) M nute Approval – Board of Cou ty Commissio ers – Regular 
Meeti g– October 17, 2002 

Motio by Commissio er Weaver to approve the Co se t Age da. Seco d 
by Commissio er Mo tgomery. 

There was a call from the public for clarificatio o item #4. Mr. Dale 
Williams assisted. 

The motio carried u a imously. 

V. There was a call for omi atio s for a 02-03 Vice Chairma for the Board 
of Cou ty Commissio ers. 

Motio by Commissio er Mo tgomery to omi ate Commissio er Ski er 
to serve as vice chair. Seco d by Commissio er Weaver. The motio carried. 

VI. Mr. Marli Feagle said there has bee developme t pla s submitted for 
Phase 1B of Wilso Spri gs. He recalled the pla s were previously reviewed for 
Phase 1B. He said that the Cou ty origi ally agreed to accept the first phase, 
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a d has approved it for the pavi g of the road (formerly k ow as Memorial 
Drive.) Phase II is ow bei g submitted for approval. He explai ed that it is 't 
actually a developme t pla si ce it does 't meet the specific requireme ts of 
the subdivisio regulatio s, but it does deal with existi g lots. 

Commissio er Williams asked, "Does it meet the guideli es we set forth whe we 
e tered i to "this" with Mr. Wilso to resolve the issue dow there? Is it i 
complia ce as is Phase I?" Mr. Feagle respo ded, "Yes. O ce that road is 
approved, it will be i complia ce substa tially with what the Board agreed to." 

Commissio er Weaver said approval will alleviate a serious solid waste problem 
i that particular area, a d will do away with the old gree dumpsters. 

Motio by Commissio er Weaver to approve subject to review by the Cou ty's 
e gi eer. Seco d by Commissio er Ski er. The motio carried u a imously. 

VII. Citize 's I put 

Mr. R cky Raulerson, a Road Departme t employee complai ed that Mr. 
Steve Wh te who is a fellow cou ty employee (of the CCSB) a d also a 
volunteer f re ch ef has threate ed his life a d made false accusatio s agai st 
him. He complai ed that he is havi g to work i a hostile workforce due to Mr. 
White's behavior. 

He told the commissio that the problem i itially arose over his eed to 
get a key from Mr. White i order to get ice from the Deep Creek Fire 
Departme t. Accordi g to Mr. Raulerso , after bei g de ied access by Mr. 
White, he sought a d received approval from Commissio er Williams to e ter the 
statio for the purpose of getti g ice. O ce Mr. White discovered Mr. Raulerso 
getti g ice for his cooler, he we t to his Road Departme t job a d bega cussi g 
a d threate i g him if he, or other road departme t employees e ter the fire 
statio for ice. 

He asked the Board to allow access nto the volunteer f re stat on. 
He asked that cou ty road departme t employees be allowed to get ice from the 
statio i stead of havi g to drive back i to tow . 

Commissio er Williams stated he thought the matter had bee resolved. 
Mr. Raulerso respo ded that Mr. Dale Williams said they would give him the 
combi atio to the lock if Mr. Hoyle Crowder approved, but could 't give him a 
key. Mr. Raulerso reported that Mr. Crowder approved of him havi g the 
combi atio , however he said, "O ce he was i side, I fou d the key had bee 
removed by Mr. White." 
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Mr. Dale Williams added. He does 't disagree with a ythi g reported by 
Mr. Raulerso , but said, "Simply put, the volu teer fire departme t chiefs are ot 
cou ty employees. They are 't u der my jurisdictio s or the Board's. They are 
appoi ted as chief by the gover i g board for the i dividual volu teer fire 
departme ts." 

Mr. Williams we t o to explai that the i itial request made by Mr. 
Raulerso was to have Mr. White removed as chief. Mr. Williams told the 
commissio that he does 't have that authority to do that, or does he believe 
that the Board has that authority. Mr. Williams has o problem with a y 
member of the Public Works Departme t getti g ice from the volu teer fire 
departme ts i a cooperative arra geme t. Mr. Williams remi ded the Board 
that because the chiefs a d boards are auto omous, that the cou ty holds the 
chiefs respo sible for the i ve tory i those departme ts. He said, "They have a 
right a d a obligatio to secure their buildi gs. I this particular case there is a 
co cer  that they ca ot mai tai security by allowi g u fettered access to their 
buildi g." Mr. Williams explai ed that because of the foregoi g, he has 
i structed Mr. Crowder to meet with Mr. White a d his board to workout some 
reaso able accommodatio to allow for the ice. Mr. Williams believes this 
arra geme t will be worked out, but that he could ot fulfill Mr. Raulerso 's 
request to have Mr. White removed as chief. 

Mr. Raulerso reiterated, "He came to my job as a cou ty employee, ot a 
fire chief a d made threats upo me." He felt Mr. White should face 
repercussio s regardi g his u professio al acts while o the job. Mr. Williams 
respo ded, "He's ot a employee of the Board of Cou ty Commissio ers, he is 
a employee of the Columbia Cou ty School Board. The Board of Cou ty 
Commissio ers does ot have employee ma agerial respo sibilities for School 
Board employees." 

Mr. Raulerso asked if he should report the matter to the Sheriff's 
Departme t. Mr. Dale Williams' respo se was, "I'm ot telli g you what to do, 
but if you feel that you've bee threate ed, that's your ave ue." 

Commissio er Williams said from his prospective, he does 't see a security 
problem with the i ve tory. No etheless, i a couple of mo ths the Deep Creek 
Commu ity Ce ter will be complete with a ice machi e, a d he hoped the 
ce ter's Board would have a differe t feel for letti g cou ty employees get ice. 
He said, "It do 't make a y se se to drive 20 miles to get ice, whe it is readily 
available at the departme t." He was hopeful that the matter would be resolved 
very soo . 
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Mr. Dav d Rountree asked si ce the Board's m nutes are 't posted 
u til after they've bee approved, if the Board a d Mr. Caso would meet to see 
if the mi utes could be prepared, approved a d posted to the web quicker. 

O a separate matter, Mr. Rou tree questio ed what the "true" cost for 
repairi g the Patt Br dge would be. He remi ded the Board that the quoted 
price i August was $155,000 for a two-la e bridge. He remi ded the Board that 
the cou ty o ly ow s twe ty-two feet of that roadway. He said, "I do 't thi k 
you ca buildi g a two la e bridge i a space of 22 feet. To do so would force 
the cou ty i to purchasi g additio al la d, or taki g the emi e t domai 
process." He asked that the taxpayers be provided with a reaso able a d 
accurate cost estimate prior to the meeti g o the 19th as to what it will actually 
take to replace the bridge. The respo se was affirmative. 

The chaired declared the meeti g i recess u til 7:00 p.m. 

The meeti g reco ve ed at 7:00 p.m. 

VIII. Frazier Gree Road. The Chair made a fi al u a swered call o ce 
more for Ms. Hill to come forward regardi g Frazier Gree Road. 

IX. Buildi g a d Zo i g by Bria Kep er 

PUBLIC HEARING (S): 1st Heari g Regular La d Use Ame dme ts: 

(1) CPA 0103 – Board of Cou ty Commissio ers – District 1. The 
request is to cha ge forty acres from e viro me tally se sitive zo ed to 
co servatio zo ed. The property is located o e miles S.W. of White 
Spri gs. The Pla i g a d Zo i g Board recomme ded approval. 

The Chair declared the public heari g ope a d called for i put. There 
bei g o e, the public heari g closed. 

Motio by Commissio er Mo tgomery to approve. Seco d by 
Commissio er Ski er. The motio carried u a imously. 

(2) CPA 0105 – Wi dswept La d Trust - District 3. The request is to 
cha ge 50.43 acres from reside tial low de sity zo i g to i dustrial. The 
property is located off Arrowhead Road. The Pla i g a d Zo i g Board 
recomme ded approval. 

The Chair declared the public heari g ope a d called for i put. There 
bei g o e, the public heari g closed. 
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Motio by Commissio er Ski er to approve. Seco d by Commissio er 
Fli . The motio carried u a imously. 

X. Commissio er Fli expressed that she was proud to be i atte da ce, 
a d to have the opportu ity to represe t District IV. 

XI. Chuck Sha e told the Board that he oticed there is a other resig atio 
o the Pla i g a d Zo i g Board. He also said, "It's othi g ew, but I heard a 
rumor that they were u able to co duct there regularly scheduled meeti g 
rece tly, because there was o quorum. Their prior meeti g was also held up 
twe ty-mi utes so they could get a quorum to meet." 

XII. As a i formatio al item, Commissio er Williams said that whe he 
resurfaces the road ( o road ame was provided) i fro t of Ms. Elizabeth 
Thomas' house, he pla s to put a surface over the milli g he placed i Ms. 
Elizabeth Thomas' driveway after the El Ni o Storm. 

There bei g o further busi ess, the meeti g adjour ed at 7:35 p.m. 

Attest: ___________________________ 
Ro ald Williams, Chairma 
Board of Cou ty Commissio ers 

P. DeWitt Caso 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
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