
COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM

 
The Board of County Commissioners meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month in the Columbia County
School Board Administrative Complex Auditorium, 372 West Duval Street, Lake City, Florida 32055.
The first meeting of every month is at 9:30AM while the second meeting of every month takes place at 5:30PM.
 All agenda items are due in the Board’s office one week prior to the meeting date.

 
1. Nature and purpose of agenda item:

 
2. Recommended Motion/Action:

 
3. Fiscal impact on current budget.

This item has no effect on the current budget.

  

Today's Date: 2/28/2025 Meeting Date: 3/6/2025

Department: County Attorney

Potential Donation of Lands from SRWMD for Buck Glen and Lance Water utility

Seeking Board direction concerning possible donation of real property to County



COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA  

Office of the County Attorney Joel F. Foreman  

County Attorney 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Board Agenda, March 6, 2025 

From: Joel F. Foreman 

Re: Potential Donation of Lands from SRWMD for Buck Glen and Lance Water utility 

Date: February 28, 2025 

 I have been in contact with the Suwannee River Water Management District’s counsel, 

Tommy Reeves, concerning land abutting SE Buck Glen and the well site at the rear of the 

subdivision south of SE Buck Glen. The District holds title to these lands pursuant to court orders, 

and has previously expressed interest in donating these lands to the County.  

 Based on concerns for property owners living along Buck Glen, and the opportunity to 

obtain future right-of-way by donation (rather than through eminent domain as is often the case), 

as well as concerns for the ownership of the well serving the Lance Water utility which is currently 

under receivership with the County, I reached out to see if the District would consider donating 

the affected properties. My email is attached.  

 Mr. Reeves responded, and the District is inquiring whether the County would accept 

donation of the requested lands as well as additional lands the District would like to release to the 

County.  

 I have expressed my concerns about the County becoming embroiled in litigation if it takes 

title to any of this property. Mr. Reeves provided me with a copy of a July 2023 order of the circuit 

court which appears to enjoin further suits concerning this property. If the County accepts these 

donations, it is my recommendation that any deeds include a special warranty against suits of the 

nature outlined in the court’s order.  

 I am inquiring whether the Board would like to pursue these donations. Mr. Reeves will be 

making the same inquiry of the District’s board.  
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Joel Foreman

From: Tommy Reeves <tomreeves@earthlink.net>
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 3:04 PM
To: Joel Foreman
Cc: David Kraus; Kevin Kirby; Everett Phillips
Subject: RE: Buck Glen and Lance Water utility well in Columbia County
Attachments: Map from Water Management District (2025-02-26).pdf; FIRST DCA DOCKET.pdf; FIRST DCA PER 

CURIUM AFFIRMED.pdf; ORDER ENJOINING PLAINTIFF, JEFFREY LANCE HILKL, SR. FROM FURTHER 
PRO SE FILINGS.pdf

 

External Sender - From: ("Tommy Reeves" 
<tomreeves@earthlink.net>)  
This message came from outside your organization.  

   

WARNING This message has originated from an External Source. This may be a phishing email that can result in 
unauthorized access. Please use proper judgment and caution when opening attachments, or clicking links.  
Joel: 
 
Thank you for reaching out.  District staff has reviewed the below email and your aƩached map and requested that I 
respond on their behalf. 
 
ALL OFFERS ARE CONTINGENT ON BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND GOVERNING BOARD APPROVAL 
 
First it is my understanding that your proposal is a proposal from County staff and, of course, is conƟngent on approval 
by the Board of County Commissioners.  Likewise, the proposal I am forwarding is a proposal by District staff and, of 
course, is conƟngent on approval by the District’s governing board. 
 
COUNTER PROPOSAL ON REAL PROPERTY TO BE CONVEYED 
 
Second, District staff believes we are close, they have requested that I propose that the District convey to the County 
Ɵtle to the real property that you requested in your email provided that the County would also accept Ɵtle to certain 
addiƟonal real property.  AƩached is a map prepared by the District which shows the real property set out in your 
proposal and the total property (including the addiƟonal real property) we are proposing the County accept. 
 
The District would convey Ɵtle to the real property without any reverters or other condiƟons except for the access 
easement as shown on the aƩached map. 
 
HILL LITIGATION 
 
Concerning liƟgaƟon with Mr. Hill, in Hill v. Suwannee River Water Management, Case No. 2022-91 CA, in the Circuit 
Court of the Third Judicial Circuit in and for Madison County, Florida, the court entered its ORDER GRANTING 
DEFENDANT, SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT'S MOTION TO BAR FURTHER PRO SE FILINGS AND 
ENJOINING PLAINTIFF, JEFFREY LANCE HILL, SR., FROM FURTHER PRO SE FILINGS.  A copy of this order is aƩached.  In 
this order the court enjoined Mr. Hill from bringing other pro se acƟons concerning Ɵtle to the subject real property. 
 
This Circuit Court case was appealed to the First District Court of Appeals.  A copy of the docket sheet is aƩached.  On 
January 27, 2025, the First DCA affirmed the case without opinion.  A copy of the First DCA’s per curium affirmance is 
also aƩached. 
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As you can see from the docket sheet, Mr. Hill filed a moƟon for clarificaƟon, etc., in the First DCA which has yet to be 
ruled upon. 
 
SUM 
 
So please review the above with your client and let me know if we should proceed exploring the above. 
 
Thanks, 
Tom 
 
George T. (Tom) Reeves 
Davis, Schnitker, Reeves & Browning, P.A. 
Mailing Address:                      Physical Address: 
P.O. Drawer 652                       519 West Base Street  
Madison Florida 32341           Madison, Florida 32340 
Email Address:  tomreeves@earthlink.net 
Phone:                 (850) 973-4186 
Fax:                       (850) 973-8564 
 
The information contained in this e-mail message is intended for the personal and confidential use of the recipient(s) 
named above. This message and its attachments may be an attorney-client communication and, as such, is privileged 
and confidential. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to 
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this document in error and that any review, 
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify us immediately by telephone or e-mail and delete the original message 
 

From: Joel Foreman [mailto:jforeman@columbiacountyfla.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2025 3:33 PM 
To: Tommy Reeves 
Cc: David Kraus; Kevin Kirby; Everett Phillips 
Subject: Buck Glen and Lance Water utility well in Columbia County 
 
Tommy –  
 
As we discussed, assuming the land comes via donaƟon, Columbia County may have interest in obtaining some of the 
land the District has acquired around SE Buck Glen (a private ROW) and the Lance Water uƟlity well off SE Country Club 
Road.  
 
I have aƩached a rough map depicƟng the areas I think my Board would likely consider taking on.  
 
The lands around Buck Glen would allow for the County to create a new public ROW for the same road and would leave 
that road north of the residenƟal lots where Buck Glen now passes through easements across the northern porƟon of 
those lots. If a public road is constructed there, I imagine the easements would fall away, and the residenƟal lots would 
then each have direct access to the new County road. Buck Glen also provides access to several properƟes beyond the 
eastern boundary of the land on the aƩached map.  
 
To be clear, there are no plans for the construcƟon of this road or relocaƟon of Buck Glen, but obtaining the right of way 
would when we can secure it through donaƟon will leave that opƟon open for the Board. 
 
The lands to the south of the subdivision, on the other hand, are more a maƩer of need for the County. As you will 
recall, the County has placed the Lance Water uƟlity in receivership in part because the uƟlity was abandoned under a 
judicial order and the well that serves the western customers of that uƟlity is located on District lands. The well is 
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located on the eastern strip just beyond the subdivision, and the only means of access across district lands would be to 
cross from Country Club Road south of the subdivision. I have carved out a tract that would convey the well property as 
well as this access right of way. (My drawing is crude; the roadway I drew is likely wider than the County would 
need).  While the County is hopeful the uƟlity issues concerning Lance Water are nearing a resoluƟon that will allow for 
the receivership to be liŌed, there seems to be liƩle reason for the District to conƟnue to own the well. Further, if the 
District aucƟons or sells off this land to anyone else, the new owner would necessarily become involved in the 
receivership. I would imagine the District would like to avoid having the property saddled like that. 
 
Please discuss this with your client and let me know if this is something the County should further explore. Given the 
history of the property I would need to be able to assure the Board of County Commissioners that there is no significant 
risk of becoming embroiled in liƟgaƟon with Mr. Hill.  If the District has obtained an order that limits such suits or claims, 
we would like to somehow have the benefit of the protecƟon of that order before taking on any of this property. I am 
sure you understand my concern here.  
 
Call me next week if you’d like to discuss any finer points. I look forward to working on this with you. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Joel  
 

Joel F. Foreman 
Columbia County Attorney 
137 NW Madison Street 
Lake City, Florida 32055 
(386) 752-8420 
jforeman@columbiacountyfla.com 
 
Florida’s Government in the Sunshine Law (the “Sunshine Law”) prohibits any gathering (including via electronic mail) of two or 
more members of the same board, outside of a duly noticed meeting, to discuss some matter which will foreseeably come before that 
board for action. Therefore, if replying to this correspondence, please be aware of who the addressees are to avoid an inadvertent 
violation of the Sunshine Law. Also, please note that electronic mail sent or received by elected officials or staff for Columbia County 
may be public records in accordance with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes  The information contained in this transmission may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected under State and Federal law.  It is intended only for the use of the 
person(s) named above.  If you have received this communication in error, please delete this email, destroy any hard copies thereof, 
and notify the sender immediately. 
 
 
 



Columbia County, FLA - Building & Zoning Property Map
Printed: Fri Feb 21 2025 15:28:44 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

All data, information, and maps are provided"as is" without warranty or any representation of accuracy, timeliness of
completeness. Columbia County, FL makes no warranties, express or implied, as to the use of the information obtained
here. There are no implies warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. The requester acknowledges
and accepts all limitations, including the fact that the data, information, and maps are dynamic and in a constant state of
maintenance, and update.

Parcel No: 03-4S-17-07485-000
Owner: LEONARD P HILL JR  REVOCABLE TRUST DATED OCTOBER 8, 2005, 
Subdivision: 
Lot: 
Acres: 41.8143959
Deed Acres: 41.72 Ac
District:  District 4 Everett Phillips
Future Land Uses:  Residential - Low, Residential - Very Low
Flood Zones:  A, 
Official Zoning Atlas:  RR, RSF-2



Acreage: 12.57

Acreage: 65.35

Parcel ID: 03-4S-17-07487-000
Acreage: 12.57

Parcel ID: 03-4S-17-07486-001
Acreage: 65.35

Country Club Road Property
Total Acreage: 77.92

Note: This map was created by the Suwannee River Water
Management District (SRWMD) to be used for planning
purposes only. SRWMD shall not be held liable for any
injury or damage caused by the use of data distributed
as a public records request regardless of their use or

application. SRWMD does not guarantee the accuracy, or 
suitability for any use of these data, and no warranty
is expressed or implied. For more information please 

contact the SRWMD at 386-362-1001.
Map Created on 5/28/2019
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FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

_____________________________ 
 

No. 1D2024-0139 
_____________________________ 

 
JEFFREY LANCE HILL, SR., 
 

Appellant, 
 

v. 
 
SUWANNEE RIVER WATER 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, 
 

Appellee. 
_____________________________ 

 
 
On appeal from the Circuit Court for Columbia County. 
Darren K. Jackson, Judge. 
 

January 27, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
PER CURIAM.  
 

AFFIRMED. 
 
OSTERHAUS, C.J., and LEWIS and WINOKUR, JJ., concur. 
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_____________________________ 
 
Not final until disposition of any timely and 
authorized motion under Fla. R. App. P. 9.330 or 
9.331. 

_____________________________ 
 
 

Jeffrey Lance Hill, Sr., pro se, Appellant. 
 
David C. Willis and Chase E. Hattaway of Rumberger, Kirk & 
Caldwell, P.A., Orlando, for Appellee. 



Florida Appellate Case Information System George Reeves

Case View Hill v. Suwannee River Water Management District

1ST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL
Jeffrey Lance Hill, Sr.,
                    Appellant(s)
v.

Suwannee River Water Management District,
                    Appellee(s).

CASE NUMBER
1D2024-0139

CLASSIFICATION NOA Final - Circuit Civil - Other

DOCKET DATE 01/16/2024

ORIGINATING COURT Circuit Court for the Third Judicial Circuit, Columbia County
22-91CA

OPEN / CLOSED Open

PARTIES
Shows the first few parties on the case.

Jeffrey Lance Hill Sr.
APPELLANT

Self Represented
REPRESENTATION

Suwannee River Water Management District
APPELLEE

David Charles Willis
REPRESENTATION

ORAL ARGUMENTS

No future oral arguments were found.

DOCKET ENTRIES

Docket
Date

Type Subtype Description On Behalf Of View

02/12/2025
Post-
Disposition
Motions

Motion For
Clarification

Motion For Clarification,
Certification, Written
Opinion, and Rehearing

Hill, Jeffrey Lance,
Sr.

01/27/2025
Disposition
by PCA

Affirmed Affirmed

󰈔

󰈔



Docket
Date

Type Subtype Description On Behalf Of View

05/09/2024 Brief Reply Brief Reply Brief
Hill, Jeffrey Lance,
Sr.

04/18/2024 Brief Answer Brief Answer Brief

Suwannee River
Water
Management
District

03/22/2024 Brief Initial Brief Initial Brief
Hill, Jeffrey Lance,
Sr.

03/04/2024 Record
Record on Appeal
Unredacted/Not Fully
Redacted

Record on Appeal
Unredacted/Not Fully
Redacted- 977 pages

03/04/2024 Record
Record on Appeal
Redacted

Record on Appeal
Redacted- 977 pages

02/26/2024 Order
Order on
Miscellaneous Motion

Order on Miscellaneous
Motion

02/23/2024
Motions
Other

Miscellaneous Motion
Miscellaneous Motion -
Request to be Excused from
E-Mail Service for Party

Hill, Jeffrey Lance,
Sr.

02/08/2024 Event Fee Satisfied Fee Satisfied

02/08/2024 Misc. Events Docketing Statement Docketing Statement
Hill, Jeffrey Lance,
Sr.

01/19/2024 Notice Notice of Appearance Notice of Appearance

Suwannee River
Water
Management
District

01/19/2024 Order Order on Filing Fee Order on Filing Fee

01/19/2024 Letter
Acknowledgment
Letter

Acknowledgment Letter

01/16/2024 Notice
Amended Notice of
Appeal

Amended Notice of Appeal;
add 7/20/23 order

Hill, Jeffrey Lance,
Sr.

01/16/2024 Notice
Notice of Appeal
Transmittal Form

Notice of Appeal
Transmittal Form

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔

󰈔



Docket
Date

Type Subtype Description On Behalf Of View

01/16/2024 Notice Notice of Appeal
Notice of Appeal; order
appealed attached

Hill, Jeffrey Lance,
Sr.

1 to 17 of 17

PARTIES

Role Name Status Representation

Appellant Hill, Jeffrey Lance, Sr. Active Self Represented

Appellee Suwannee River Water Management District Active
Willis, David Charles
Hattaway, Chase Ellis

Judge/Judicial Officer Jackson, Darren Kenneth, Hon. Active

Lower Tribunal Clerk Clerk, Columbia Active

1 to 4 of 4

ORAL ARGUMENTS

Oral Argument Date Location / Room Type Status Video Streaming Link

No records were found.

No records were found.
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