
COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM

 
The Board of County Commissioners meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Columbia County
School Board Administrative Complex Auditorium, 372 West Duval Street, Lake City, Florida 32055. All agenda items are
due in the Board’s office one week prior to the meeting date.

 
1. Nature and purpose of agenda item:

 
2. Recommended Motion/Action:

 
3. Fiscal impact on current budget.

This item has no effect on the current budget.

  

Today's Date: 2/23/2018 Meeting Date: 3/1/2018

Name: Joel Foreman Department: County Attorney

Division Manager's Signature:

Request for approval of engagement agreement with Hopping Green & Sams - Bayfield Mitigation credits

There is no recommended motion or action.



COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA  

Office of the County Attorney Joel F. Foreman  

County Attorney 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

To: Board Agenda, March 1, 2018 

 

From: Joel F. Foreman 

Re: FEE AGREEMENT – Hopping Green & Sams – Bayfield Mitigation Bank 

 

Date: February 23, 2018 

 

Attached is a fee agreement proposed by the law firm of Hopping Green & Sams to provide 

assistance to my office and County Staff with matters relating to the Bayfield Mitigation Bank and 

contractual rights to certain mitigation credits the County acquired from that bank.  

 

A firm bio for Mr. Olsen is attached.  

 

I would like to engage Mr. Olsen and request board approval of this agreement.  
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Education

University of Florida College of
Law, J.D., with honors, 1989.

Clemson University, B.A., 1986.

Bar & Court Admissions

Florida, 1989

United States District Court, Middle
District of Florida,1990

Professional Affiliations

Florida Bar, Section on
Environmental and Land Use Law.

Eric T. Olsen
Eric Olsen assists clients across the State of Florida on issues related to environmental
regulation. He has been practicing in this area for over 20 years. He primarily focuses on
wetland regulation, mitigation banking, stormwater regulation, consumptive use or water
use permitting, water supply, and underground injection control.

Eric started in this area as an in-house attorney with the St. Johns River Water
Management District. While employed there he worked with the other water
management districts to help develop the Environmental Resource Permitting program,
statutes and rules governing wetland mitigation banks, and rules and policies affecting
the water supply and water use. He also worked on evaluating permit applications and
resolving enforcement issues – gaining key understanding of how agency staff evaluate
regulatory issues.

Since joining HGS, Eric has represented industry associations and regulated entities
before the Florida Legislature and before federal and state regulatory agencies, with the
goal of seeking to help keep laws and rules reasonable, and to obtain permits and other
authorizations in a timely, cost-efficient manner. He aspires to develop innovative
approaches to regulatory problems that satisfy client needs while meeting mandatory
agency requirements.

Eric is a lifelong Florida resident. He grew up in Jacksonville and Cocoa, Florida, and
worked in Jacksonville before joining HGS in Tallahassee.

Experience

Represented clients before the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, United States
Environmental Protection Agency, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to obtain
permits and solve enforcement issues under section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
Demonstrated to Corps that wetland impacts could not be avoided and proposed
mitigation was adequate.

Worked with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, EPA, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to prepare and execute mitigation banking instruments providing federal
approval to many mitigation banks in Florida.  Resolved issues relating to financial
responsibility and land protection for mitigation banks, and issues involving proper
credit award, mitigation bank operation, and proper service area.

Has obtained consumptive use or water use permits for water utilities, electrical
power plants, rock and sand mines, recreational facilities, and agricultural
operations.  Work on these permits involved resolving issues related to quantity of
water needed, interference with other water users, potential environmental impacts,
and compliance with established minimum flows and levels.

Addressed third party objections relating to an Environmental Resource Permit for
large land development project in Collier County, thereby allowing the project to be
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permitted and proceed.

Defended lakefront landowner in designation of Lake Disston as an Outstanding
Florida Water to ensure designation did not impact development rights.

Obtained state wetlands, stormwater, and water use permits for a large biofuel
agricultural operation using Florida’s expedited permitting program.

Developed and helped enact legislation restricting the ability of water management
districts to accept money as wetland mitigation (in-lieu-fee) to prevent unfair
competition with private wetland mitigation banks.

Developed and helped enact legislation providing funding for alternative water
supply projects, requiring the water management districts to engage in water supply
planning, and providing for the reuse of reclaimed water.

Successfully defended permit applicant in litigation brought by third-party opponents
involving challenge to Underground Injection Control permit associated with
electrical power generation facility.

Developed and helped enact legislation eliminating overlap between injection well
construction under the Underground Injection Control program and the water
management district water well construction program.

Involved in drafting and lobbying legislation governing environmental resource
permitting, wetland delineation, mitigation banking and water use regulation.

Former Senior Assistant General Counsel, St. Johns River Water Management
District 1990-1999.  Worked with statewide inter-agency teams to develop statutes
and rules regarding Environmental Resource Permitting, wetland mitigation banking,
stormwater regulation, and water use and water supply regulation.

Representative Published Decisions

Southwest Florida Water Management District v. Save the Manatee Club, 773 So.2d

594 (Fla 1st DCA 2000) (assisted in)

Publications & Presentations

Mitigation Banking Under the Florida Environmental Reorganization Act of 1993, 68
Florida Bar Journal 68 (July/August 1994).

Required Rulemaking Under Florida’s APA: An Analysis of ‘Feasible’ and
‘Practicable’, 67 Florida Bar Journal 62 (July/August 1993).

Regularly lectures on the subjects of wetland delineation, wetland permitting, and
mitigation banking at Florida Chamber of Commerce environmental permitting
courses, Florida Bar presentations, CLE International courses, and National
Mitigation Banking Conferences.

Regularly lectures on the topics of consumptive use permitting and water supply at
Florida Chamber of Commerce environmental permitting courses, CLE International
courses, and Public Utility Research Center and the Askew Institute, University of
Florida, conferences.

Legislative summaries published in the Florida Bar’s Environmental and Land Use

https://hgslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/Olsen_Fla_Bar_Journal_jul_aug_1994.pdf
https://hgslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/Olsen_Fla_Bar_Journal_jul_aug_1993.pdf
https://hgslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/Olsen_Fla_Bar_Journal_jul_aug_1993.pdf
https://hgslaw.com/wp-content/uploads/Olsen_Fla_Bar_Journal_jul_aug_1993.pdf
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Law Section Reporter.

Awards & Recognition

Listed in Chambers USA, 2012-2017 Editions.

Listed in Florida Trend Magazine’s “Up and Coming Legal Elite” for Environmental
and Land Use Law

Named the Best Lawyers 2013 Tallahassee Water Law “Lawyer of the Year”; listed
in Best Lawyers in America, for Environmental Law, Litigation –
Environmental and Water Law, 2007-2018 Editions.

Practice Areas

Administrative, Consumptive Use Permitting, Energy Facilities Siting & Licensing,
Legislative & Government Affairs, State-owned Lands, Water & Wastewater Utilities,
Water Resources, Wetlands & Mitigation Banking
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