
 

BOARD MEETS THE FIRST THURSDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

AND THIRD THURSDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

P.O. BOX 1529      ⧩      LAKE CITY, FLORIDA 32056-1529     ⧩     PHONE: (386) 755-4100 

 

 District No. 1 - Ronald Williams 

 District No. 2 - Rocky Ford 

 District No. 3 - Robby Hollingsworth 

 District No. 4 - Toby Witt 

 District No. 5 - Tim Murphy 

November 2, 2021 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Andrew Gibson 

Media Resources 

1387 Cornwall Rd 

Oakville, ON L6J7T5 

 

Re: V 0333 – FP&L Variance Application 

 Board of Adjustment Determination Letter 

 

Dear Mr. Gibson, 
 

At the October 28, 2021 Board of Adjustment (“Board”) hearing, the Board approved your application for 

a Variance be granted from the maximum height of a freestanding sign as established in Section 

4.2.22.7(3) of the Land Development Regulations to allow for a deviation from the maximum of a 35-foot 

on-site freestanding sign to allow for a 65-foot on-site freestanding sign in accordance with Section 12.3 

of the County’s LDRs. Per Section 12.1.1 of the County’s LDRs, there is a thirty (30) day appeal period. If 

no appeal is filed within thirty (30) days, the decision of the Board shall become final. No permits shall be 

issued until the thirty (30) day appeal period has expired. 

 

Attached for your records is a copy of Resolution BA V 0333. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at bstubbs@columbiacountyfla.com or 

(386) 754-7119. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Brandon M. Stubbs 

Community Development Coordinator 

Land Development Regulation Admin. 

Brandon 

M. Stubbs

Digitally signed by 

Brandon M. Stubbs 

Date: 2021.11.02 

12:50:18 -04'00'

mailto:bstubbs@columbiacountyfla.com






 

BOARD MEETS THE FIRST THURSDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

AND THIRD THURSDAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

P.O. BOX 1529      ⧩      LAKE CITY, FLORIDA 32056-1529     ⧩     PHONE: (386) 755-4100 

 

 District No. 1 - Ronald Williams 

 District No. 2 - Rocky Ford 

 District No. 3 - Robby Hollingsworth 

 District No. 4 - Toby Witt 

 District No. 5 - Tim Murphy 

Board of Adjustment Hearing Date: October 28, 2021 

Quasi-Judicial Hearing 
 

 

SUBJECT: 

 

V 0333 - A request for a Variance from Section 4.2.22.7(3) of the 

County’s Land Development Regulations (“LDRs”) to allow for a 

deviation from the 35-foot maximum height for an on-site sign to 

allow for a 65-foot on-site sign. 

 

APPLICANT/AGENT: 

 

Andrew Gibson of Media Resources 

PROPERTY 

OWNER(S): 
 

Florida Power & Light Company 

LOCATION: 

 

North of Interstate Highway 10 (I-10), Single Family Residence, 

and Vacant Agricultural Lands; South of the FP&L Solar Power 

Generation Plant and Vacant Agricultural Lands; East of the I-10 

Rest Area; West of the Interstate Highway 75 and Interstate 

Highway 10 Intersection; Columbia County, Florida. 

 
 A Portion of 35-2s-15-00109-000 

 

ACREAGE: 

 

N/A 

EXISTING FLUM Agriculture 

 
 

EXISTING ZONING Agriculture-3 (“A-3”) 

 
 

PROJECT PLANNER: 
 

Brandon M. Stubbs 
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SUMMARY 
 

The applicant is requesting a variance from Section 4.2.22.7(3) of the County’s Land Development 

Regulations (“LDRs”) to allow for a deviation from the required 35-foot maximum height for an on-site 

sign to allow for a 65-foot maximum height for an on-site site. 

 

Official Zoning Atlas 

 

The Agriculture-3 ("A-3") Zone District is described as follows in Section 4.5.1 of the Land Development 

Regulations (“LDRs”):  

 
“The "A" Agricultural category includes three zone districts: A-1, A-2 and A-3. Lands in these districts are 

intended to provide for areas primarily consisting of agricultural and residential uses consistent with the 

areas as designated agricultural within the county's comprehensive plan. 

 

ZONING DISTRICT 

Zoning District: 

 

 

Agriculture - 3 

("A - 3") 

Max. Gross Density: 

 
One (1) Dwelling Unit per Five (5) Acres 

Minimum Lot Area 5 Acres 

Floor Area Ratio: 

 
0.20 

Typical Uses*: 

 

All Agriculture Activities, The Processing, Storage, and Sale of 

Agricultural Products, Single-Family Dwellings, Mobile Homes, Plant 

Nurseries and Greenhouses, Homes of six or fewer residents which 

otherwise meet the definition of a “Community Residential Facility”, 

Public Elementary and Middle Schools, and Churches and other Houses 

of Worship 

 

SURROUNDING USES 

The existing uses, Future Land Use Map (“FLUM”) Designations, and zone districts of the surrounding 

area are identified in Table 1. Map 2 provides an overview of the vicinity of the subject property. 

 

Table 1. Surrounding Land Uses 

Direction Existing Use(s) FLUM Designation(s) Zoning District(s) 

North 
FP&L Solar Power Generation 

Plant/Vacant Agricultural Lands 
Agriculture Agriculture -3 (“A-3”) 

South 

I-10/Single Family 

Residences/Vacant Agricultural 

Lands 

Agriculture Agriculture -3 (“A-3”) 

East 
I-10 & I-75 Interchange/Vacant 

Agricultural Lands 
Agriculture Agriculture -3 (“A-3”) 

West 
I-10 Rest Area/Vacant Agricultural 

Lands 
Agriculture Agriculture -3 (“A-3”) 
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Map 2. Vicinity Map 

 
 

 

CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The zoning designation that is consistent with the underlying Future Land Use Map (“FLUM”) 

Designation. Below is a chart of the existing FLUM Designation and the corresponding zoning designation 

consistent with said FLUM Designation. 

 

Table 2. Zoning Consistency with Underlying Future Land Use Map Designation 

Existing FLUM Designation Existing Zoning Designation Consistent 

Agriculture Agriculture – 3 (“A-3”)   
 

The following Comprehensive Plan Elements have Goals, Objectives, and Policies (GOPs) that support the 

proposed Site Specific Amendment to the Official Zoning Atlas: 

• Future Land Use Element 

• Transportation Element 

• Housing Element 
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Future Land Use Map Designation 

 

Staff has reviewed the application for a Site Specific Amendment to the Official Zoning Atlas for 

consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and finds the application consistent with the Comprehensive 

Plan and the Goals, Objectives, and Policies (GOPs) therein. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS ANALYSIS 

 

Wetlands 

According to Illustration A-VI of the Comprehensive Plan, entitled Wetlands Areas, which is based upon 

the National Wetlands Inventory, dated 1987, and the National Wetlands Reconnaissance Survey, dated 

1981, there are no wetlands located on the subject property. 

 

Evaluation: Given the National Wetlands Inventory (“NWI”) states there are no wetlands on the subject 

property, there no issues related to wetlands exist. 

 

Soil Survey 

 

Each soil type found on the subject property is identified below. The hydrologic soil group is an indicator 

of potential soil limitations. The hydrologic soil group, as defined for each specific soil, refers to a group 

of soils which have been categorized according to their runoff-producing characteristics. These 

hydrologic groups are defined by the Soil Survey of Columbia County, Florida, dated October 1984. The 

chief consideration with respect to runoff potential is the capacity of each soil to permit infiltration (the 

slope and kind of plant cover are not considered, but are separate factors in predicting runoff). There are 

four hydrologic groups: A, B, C, and D. “Group A” soils have a higher infiltration rate when thoroughly wet 

and therefore have a lower runoff potential. “Group D” soils have very lower infiltration rates and 

therefore a higher runoff potential. 

There is one (1) soil type found on the subject property: 

1) Troup fine sand (2 to 5 percent slope) soils are well drained, gently sloping soils on broad ridges and 

undulating terrain. The surface and subsurface layers consist of fine sand and loamy sand to a depth 

of 54 inches. The subsoils layers consist of fine sandy loam and sandy clay loam to a depth of 80 

inches. Troup fine sand (2 to 5 percent slope) have slight limitations for building site development 

and severe limitations for septic tank absorption fields. 

Evaluation: The soil type on the subject property is Troup Fine Sand. Troup Fine Sand poses slight 

limitations for building development and severe limitations for septic tank absorption fields. The 

variance request is for an on-site sign; therefore, there are no issues related to soil suitability. 

 

Flood Potential 

 

Panel 0170D of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 

Series, dated November 2, 2018, indicates that the subject property is located in Flood Zone "X" (areas 

outside the 1-percent-annual-chance of flood) and Flood Zone “A” (areas inundated by the annual one-

percent chance of flood with no base flood elevation). 

 

Evaluation: Given the area of the subject property where the sign is proposed is located within Flood 

Zone “X”, there are no issues related flooding. 
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Stream to Sink 

 

According to the Stream to Sink Watersheds, prepared by the Suwannee River Water Management 

District and adopted by the Board of County Commissioners, dated June 2, 2001, the subject property is 

not located within a stream to sink area. 

 

Evaluation: Section 4.2.38 of the County’s LDRs regulates Stream to Sink watershed areas. The subject 

property is not located in a Stream to Sink watershed area; therefore, there is no concern related to 

Stream to Sink Watersheds. 

 

Minerals 

 

According to Illustration A-VII of the Comprehensive Plan, entitled Minerals, which is based upon Natural 

Resources, prepared by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 2012, the subject property 

is within an area known to contain limestone. 

 

Evaluation: There are no issues related to minerals. 

 

Historic Resources 

 

According to Illustration A-II of the Comprehensive Plan, entitled Historic Resources, which is based upon 

the Florida Division of Historical Resources, Master Site File, dated 2013, there are no known historic 

resources located on the subject property. 

 

Evaluation: There are no issues related to historic Resources. 

 

Aquifer Vulnerability 

 

According to the Columbia County Floridan Aquifer System Protection Zone Map, prepared by the 

Advance GeoSpacial Inc., dated September 29, 2009, the subject property is located in a more vulnerable 

area. 

 

Evaluation: While the subject property is located in a more vulnerable area, there is no issue related to 

aquifer vulnerability. 

 

Vegetative Communities/Wildlife 

 

According to Illustration V-I of the Data and Analysis Report, entitled Vegetative Communities, the 

subject property is located within a hardwood swamp.  

 

Evaluation: There is no issue related to vegetative communities or wildlife. 

 

 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

Section 12.3.1.2 of the Land Development Regulations (“LDRs”) establishes standards with which all 

Variance applications must be found in compliance with. Staff’s evaluation of the application’s compliance 

with the applicable standards of Section 12.3.1.2 of the LDRs is provided below. 

1) Special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure, or 

building involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures, or buildings in the 

same zoning district. 
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Evaluation and Findings: According to the applicant, the height of the sign is needed to 

make the sign visible from Interstate Highway 10. Staff has reviewed that applicant’s 

justification and finds there potentially are special conditions and/or circumstances that 

existed which were peculiar to the land, structure, or buildings which were not applicable to 

lands, structures, and/or buildings in the sane zone district. 

2) The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant. 

Evaluation and Findings: The applicant contends that due to the setback and view distance 

from Interstate Highway 10 that topography issues related to the land necessitate the 

additional height of the proposed sign; therefore, staff finds that the conditions and 

circumstances could be a direct result of the land and not the applicant. 

3) Granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that is 

denied by these Land Development Regulations (“LDRs”) to other lands, buildings, or 

structures in the same Zoning District. 

Evaluation and Findings: The granting of the variance requested could confer on the 

applicant a special privilege that is denied by these LDRs to other lands or structures in the 

same Zoning District. However, if there are topography related issues, the variance would 

not result in a special privilege that is denied to others since the height of the sign would be 

comparable to the height of other signed commonly found along the interstate. 

4) Literal interpretation of the provisions of the LDRs would deprive the applicant of rights 

commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district under the terms of the 

LDRs and would work unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant. 

Evaluation and Findings: The applicant contends that literal interpretation of the 

maximum sign height requirements would prevent the sign from being able to be seen from 

the interstate. The literal interpretation of the provisions of the LDRs may deprive the 

applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and 

subdivision under the terms of the LDRs and would work unnecessary and undue hardship 

on the applicant.  

5) The variance granted is the minimum variance that will make possible the reasonable use of 

the land, building, or structure. 

Evaluation and Findings: The applicant contends that the proposed variance is the 

minimum needed to work around the existing topography situation. 

6) The grant of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and purpose of the 

LDRs, and that such variance will not be injurious to the area involved or otherwise 

detrimental to the public welfare. 

Evaluation and Findings: The applicant contend that granting the proposed variance isn’t 

contrary to public purpose. It is not anticipated that the granting of the proposed variance 

will be out of harmony with the general intent and purpose of the LDRs. Further, it is not 

anticipated that granting the proposed variance would be injurious or detrimental to public 

welfare. 

7) Limitations on subsequent written petition for a variance. No written petition by an owner of 

real property for a variance for a particular parcel of property, or part thereof, shall be filed 

with the Land Development Regulation Administrator until the expiration of 12 calendar 
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months from the date of denial of a written petition for a variance for such property, or part 

thereof, unless the board of adjustment specially waives said waiting period based upon a 

consideration of the following factors: 

a. The new written petition constituting a proposed variance different from the one 

proposed in the denied written petition. 

b. Failure to waive said 12-month waiting period constitutes a hardship to the applicant 

resulting from mistake, inadvertence, or newly discovered matters of consideration. 

Evaluation and Findings: No application for a variance has been made in respect to the 

subject property within the past twelve (12) months.  



754933















































THE LAKE CITY REPORTER

Lake City, Columbia County, Florida

STATE OF FLORIDA,

COUNTY OF COLUMBIA,

Before the undersigned authority

personally appeared Todd Wilson who on oath says

that he is Publisher of the Lake City Reporter, a

newspaper published at Lake City, Columbia

County, Florida; that the attached copy of

advertisement, being itd

Z 7 geri 4
in the matter of _Aoch&d q

0 Jz

Court, was publishedin the

in said newspaper in the issues of

cylos oy Tre

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Affiant further says that The Lake City

Reporter is a newspaper published at Lake City in

said Columbia County, Florida, and that the said

newspaper has heretofore been continuously

published in said Columbia County, Florida, and

has been entered as second class mail matter at

the post office in Lake City, in said Columbia

County, Florida, for a period of one year next

preceding the first publication of the attached

copy of advertisement; and affiant further says

that he has neither paid nor promised any person,

firm or corporation any discount, rebate,

commission or refund for the purpose of securing

this advertisement for-publication in the said

newspaper.
   
 

Naim. GH

Sworn to and, subscribed before me this ne of

||,.2

/ Notary Public

KATHLEEN ARIOTTO

Commission # GG 229945

Expires August 20, 2022
Bonded Thru BudgatNotary Services

XY PY,SLleyShee

*
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eo Q9,
Cor (OF

Legal Copy

As Published

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING =
CONCERNING A VARIANCE
AS PROVIDED FOR
IN THE COLUMBIA COUNTY
LAND DEVELOPMENT REGU-
LATIONS
BY THE BOARD OF ADJUST-
MENT OF COLUMBIA COUN-
TY, FLORIDA, NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant
to the Columbia County Land
Development Regulations, as
amended, hereinafter referred
to as the Land Development
Regulations, as amended, ob-
jections, recommendations and
comments concerning the vari-
ance, as described below, will
be heard by the Board of Ad-
justment of Columbia County,
Florida, at a public hearing on
October 28, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as the
matters can be heard, in the
School Board Administrative
Complex located at 372 West
Diva) Street, Lake City, Flori-
a.
V 0332, a petition by Melissa
Robinson, owner, requesting a
variance be granted from the
minimum yard requirements of
Section 4.5.9 of the Land De-
velopment Regulations to allow
for a deviation from the re-
quired 25-foot south side yard
setback to allow for a 7-foot
south side yard setback. The
variance has been filed in ac-
cordance with a site plan dated
September 8, 2021,and sub-
mitted as part of a petition filed
September 8, 2021, to be locat-
ed on property described, as
follows:
SECTION 28: A PARCEL OF
LAND in section 28, township 2
South, Range 16 East,
Columbia County, Florida, be-
ing a portion of Lot No. 12 of
PINEHILLS, a subdivision as
recorded in Plat Book 5, Pages
58 and 58A of the Public
Records of Columbia County,
Florida, and being more partic-
ularly described as follows,
Commence at the Southeast
corner of said Lot No. 12 of
PINEHILLS and run N 00°
01'04" E. Alongthe East line of
said Lot 12 a distance of
160.00 feet to the POINT OF
BEGINNING; thence S. 73°
12'52" W. 146.40 feet; thence
S. 47°06'46" W. 205.61 feet; to
a point on the Easterly Right-of-
Way line of NW Friendship
Way, said point being on the
arc of a curve concave to the
East having a radius of 200.00
feet and a central angle of 50°
15'05", said curve also having a
chord bearing and distance of
N. 25°06'29" W. 169.84 feet;
thence Northerly along the arc
of said curve,being said East-
erly Right-of-way line of NW
Friendship i a distance
175.41 feet to the end ofsaid

curve; thence N. 66°56'20"E.
199.48 feet; thence N. 79°
13'18" E. 182.58 feet to a point
on the East line of said Lot No.
12; thence S. 00°01'04" W.
Along said East line 83.87 feet
to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

1.00 acres, more or
ess
Tax Parcel Number 28-2s-16-
01772-023
V 0333, a petition by Andrew
Gibson of Media Resources,
agent for Florida Power & Light
Company owner, requesting a
variance be ion from Sec-
tion 4.2.22.7(3) of the Land De-
velopment Regulations to allow |
for a deviation in the maximum
height of an on-site sign of 35-
feet to allow for a 65-foot on-
site sign. The variance has
been filed in accordance with a
site plan dated September 8,
2021, and submitted as part of
aihn filed September 8,
2021, to be located on property
described, as follows:
The Southeast % of the North-
east %, less any part of the
Rest Area owned by the Florida
Department of Transportation,
of Section 35, Township 2
South, Range 15 East,
Columbia County, Florida.
A Portion of Tax Parcel Num-
ber 35-2s-15-00109-000
The public hearing may be con-
tinued to one or more future
dates. Any interested party
shall be advised that the date,
time and place of any continua-
tion of the public hearing shall
be announced during the public |
hearing and that no further no- |
tice concerning the matter will
be published, unless said con-
tinuation exceeds six calendar
weeks from the date of the
above referenced public hear-
Ung, a ha
At the ‘aforementioned public
hearing, all interested parties
may appear to be heard with
respect to the variance.
Copies of the variance are
available for public inspection
at the Office of the County |
Planner, County Administrative
Offices located at 135 North-
east Hernando Avenue, Lake
City, Florida, during regular
business hours.
All persons are advised that if
they decide to appeal any deci-
sion made at the above refer- |
enced public hearing, they will
need a record of the proceed-
ings, and that, for such pur-
pose,they may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which
recordincludes the testimony
and evidence upon which the
appealis to be based,
In accordance with the Ameri- |
cans with Disabilities Act, per-
sons needing a special accom-
modation or an interpreter to
participate in the Procssding |
should contact Lisa K. B.
Roberts, at least forty-eight (48) |
hours prior to the date of the |
heating Ms. Roberts may be
contacted bytelephone at (386) |
758-1005 or by Telecommuni- |
cation Device for Deaf at (386)
758-2139.

667018
October 15, 2021
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT OF 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA. BY THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to the Columbia County Land Development Regulations, as amended, hereinafter referred to as the Land Development Regulations, as amended, objections, recommendations and comments concerning the variance, as described below, will be heard by the Board of Adjustment of Columbia County, Florida, at a public hearing on October 28, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matters can be heard, in the School Board Administrative Complex located at 372 West Duval Street, Lake City, Florida. 
V 0333, a petition by Andrew Gibson of Media Resources, agent for Florida Power & Light 

Company owner, requesting a variance be granted from Section 4.2.22.7(3) of the Land 

Development Regulations to allow for a deviation in the maximum height of an on-site sign of 35-

feet to allow for a 65-foot on-site sign. The variance has been filed in accordance with a site plan 

dated September 8, 2021, and submitted as part of a petition filed September 8, 2021, to be 

located on property described, as follows: The Southeast ¼ of the Northeast ¼, less any part of the Rest Area owned by the Florida Department of Transportation, of Section 35, Township 2 South, Range 15 East, Columbia County, Florida. A Portion of Tax Parcel Number 35-2s-15-00109-000 At the aforementioned public hearing, all interested parties may appear to be heard with respect to the variance. Copies of the variance are available for public inspection at the Office of the County Planner, County Administrative Offices located at 135 Northeast Hernando Avenue, Lake City, Florida, during regular business hours. All persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at the above referenced public hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to participate in the proceeding should contact Lisa K. B. Roberts, at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the date of the hearing.  Ms. Roberts may be contacted by telephone at (386)758-1005 or by Telecommunication Device for Deaf at (386)758-2139. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 

BRANDON M. STUBBS, COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR AT (386) 

754-7119
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