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Donald A. Gardner Architects, Inc. and/or Donald A. Gardner, Inc. (“DAG”) are architects licensed by/in the state of SC, 
where our corporate offices are located. This letter proves that the customer listed above has purchased the license to build the 
house plan number listed above (“Plans”) copyrighted by DAG.  

The Plans are licensed only to the purchaser and grants a limited license to use the Plans to build one house.  A reuse fee must 
be paid in order to receive a license to build the house another time.  

The Plans cannot be photocopied nor can computer generated copies of the Plans be made for any purpose except in the 
purchase of reproducible sets or electronic files.  When printing from a PDF file, you must select the option to print 
“Document and Markups” or “Document and Comments” so that all the layers of the document print and no pertinent 
information is missing from the plans.
You may change or modify the Plans by either making changes to the plan documents or by redrawing the Plans.  Any redrawn or 
authorized copies must bear the DAG copyright information.  DAG is not responsible or liable for any change, and you accept full 
responsibility for the accuracy and integrity of any changes or modifications to the Plans. 
You may loan all or any part of the Plans to third parties including associates, contractors, and sub-contractors, but only as is 
necessary to assist you in the construction of the house depicted by the Plans.  

DAG retains copyrights to and ownership of the Plans and any derivatives of the Plans.  Your payment of a fee for use of the 
Plans does not transfer any right, title or interest in the Plans except as provided by this license agreement.  DAG may license 
Plans to other users.  

This license remains in effect with the original user.  Neither the license nor the plans may be transferred or sold to third 
parties.

At the time of creation, each plan is designed to be consistent with the CABO one and two family dwelling code or the International 
Residential Code.  Modifications may be necessary to meet local building codes so please consult a local licensed builder, 
architect or other construction professional as necessary.  

The license granted hereby shall not transfer by virtue of any merger with, or acquisition of Customer by, another entity, nor shall 
Customer’s acquisition of another entity by purchase, merger, or otherwise, authorize use of the license by any business operation 
different from that of Customer as it exists at the time of this Agreement.

All of the terms and restrictions of the license granted hereby are conditions precedent of the license.  Any violation of any of the 
terms, conditions, and restrictions of this license shall cause the license to be immediately revoked of its own accord, without 
notice from Gardner.

Please contact our customer service department at 1-800-388-7580 if you need any assistance. 
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Thank you for allowing us to be part of your home experience. We appreciate your business and want to take this opportunity to explain important information 
about our copyright. By providing you with the facts, we hope to clarify any confusion and exclude you from legal trouble. 

How can I avoid legal action?

Home Plans are Copyrighted! Donald A. Gardner Architects, Inc. and/or Donald A. Gardner, Inc. designed and holds the copyrights to the pre-designed Plans 
you purchased. In return for payment of a one-time fee, we grant you, the buyer, a limited license to use the Plans for the construction of one house. Just like 
books, movies, and songs, federal copyright laws protect the intellectual property of architects and home designers by giving copyright protection to home plans 
and designs. The copyright laws prevent anyone from reproducing or reusing the plans or design without written permission from the copyright owner. 

Don’t copy designs or floor plans from any publication, electronic media or existing home.  It is illegal to create construction drawings of home designs 
found in any plan book, CD-ROM or on the Internet.  It is a common misunderstanding that it is permissible to copy, adapt or change a floor plan or design found 
in any media.  It is not.  It is also illegal to copy a constructed home that is protected by copyright, even if you have never seen the plans for the home.  If a 
particular home plan or existing home is desired, plans must be purchased from an authorized source.    

Study Sets.  The purchase of one set of plans does not give you the license to build the home. It is a study set and is marked “not for construction”. A minimum 
of 5 sets must be purchased to receive the license to build the home.  

Building more than one home from a set of plans is an infringement of copyright. The purchase of additional sets of plans does not give you the right to 
construct more than one home.  Contact our customer service department to determine if a reuse fee applies to your order and can be paid to receive another 
license to build the home.                    

Plans and blueprints cannot be copied or reproduced unless vellums or electronic files are purchased. If additional sets of plans are needed for 
estimating or construction, please contact us to purchase additional sets at a nominal cost.  Copy shops are prohibited from making copies of these plans.  If 
reproducible vellums are purchased, they come with a license to copy the plans an unlimited number of times to build the home one time.     

Modification to plans.  You may want to make some revisions to adapt to your specific needs, and some states require the Plans to be sealed and/or redrawn 
by a professional (architect or engineer) licensed in that state. Even if you make modifications to a copyrighted design and/or have the plans completely redrawn, 
the modified design is not free from the original designer’s copyright.  In addition, we are not liable for any change, and you accept full responsibility for the 
accuracy and integrity of any changes or modifications. You, the purchaser, are responsible for any charges incurred for modifications or to meet local codes.   
                   
Who is responsible for copyright infringement?   Any party who participates in the violation may be responsible whether you were aware of the copyright or 
not. Ignorance of the law is not a valid defense.  Refuse to be part of any illicit copying or use of designs, derivative works, prints, or design features by being 
certain of the original design source.                          

Penalties for infringement. Penalties for copyright infringement can be quite severe. Violators may be required to pay statutory damages up to $150,000.00, 
actual damages, profits made, and the designer’s reasonable attorney fees.                  
   
The Plans may not be used by, transferred or resold to another person. Your payment of a fee for use of the Plans does not transfer any right, title or 
interest in the Plans, except as provided in the license agreement. You may loan all or any part of the Plans to third parties including associates, contractors and 
sub-contractors, but only as is necessary to assist you in the construction of the home depicted by the Plans. 

Derivative Works.  When you modify a home plan, the new plan is considered a derivative of the copyrighted work. The copyright owner of the original work also 
owns the copyright to the derivative work.  Even if changes are made to a plan and you want to build the home multiple times, you must pay the applicable reuse 
fees or have a license of the original plan to build the home multiple times.  You must also display the copyright owner’s copyright notice when displaying the 
plan and/or derivative plan.

We hope this information has been helpful. We value your business and appreciate your support in protecting our work. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please call our Customer Service Department at 1-800-388-7580.
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