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COLUMBIA COUNTY BUILDING DEPARTMENT
135 NE Hernando Ave., Suite B-21

Lake City, FL 32055

Office: 386-758-1008 Fax: 386-758-2160

OWNER BUILDER DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Florida Statutes Chapter 489.103:

1. lunderstand that state law requires construction to be done by a licensed contractor and
have applied for an owner-builder permit under an exemption from the law. The exemption
specifies that |, as the owner of the property listed, may act as my own contractor with certain
restrictions even though | do not have a license.

2. lunderstand that building permits are not required to be signed by a property owner unless
he or she is responsible for the construction and is not hiring a licensed contractor to assume
responsibility.

3. lunderstand that, as an owner-builder, | am the responsible party of record on a permit. |
understand that | may protect myself from potential financial risk by hiring a licensed
contractor and having the permit filed in his or her name instead of my own name. | also
understand that a contractor is required by law to be licensed in Florida and to list his or her
license numbers on permits and contracts.

4. |understand that | may build or improve a one-family or two-family residence or a farm
outbuilding. | may also build or improve a commercial building if the costs do not exceed
$75,000. The building or residence must be for my own use or occupancy. It may not be built or
substantially improved for sale or lease, unless | am completing the requirements of a building
permit where the contractor listed on the permit substantially completed the project. If a
building or residence that | have built or substantially improved myself is sold or leased within 1
year after the construction is complete, the law will presume that | built or substantially
improved it for sale or lease, which violates the exemption.

5. lunderstand that, as the owner-builder, | must provide direct, onsite supervision of the
construction.

6. lunderstand that | may not hire an unlicensed person to act as my contractor or to
supervise persons working on my building or residence. It is my responsibility to ensure that the
persons whom | employ have the licenses required by law and by county or municipal
ordinance.
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. Disclosure Statement for Owner Builders:
If you as the Applicant will be acting as your own contractor or owner/builder under section 489.103(7) Florida
Statutes, you must submit the required notarized Owner Builder Disclosure Statement form.
**This form can be printed from the Columbia County Website on the Building and Zoning page under
Documents. Web address is - http://www.columbiacountyfla.com/BuildingandZoning.asp

Section 105 of the Florida Building Code defines the:

Time limitation of application.

An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been abandoned 180 days after the
date of filing, unless such application has been pursued in good faith or a permit has been issued; except that
the building official is authorized to grant one or more extensions of time for additional periods not exceeding
90 days each. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.

Single-family residential dwelling.
Section 105.3.4 A building permit for a single-family residential dwelling must be issued within 30 working days

of application therefor unless unusual circumstances require a longer time for processing the application or
unless the permit application fails to satisfy the Florida Building Code or the enforcing agency’s laws or
ordinances.

Permit intent,

Section 105.4.1: A permit issued shall be constructed to be a license to proceed with the work and not as authority
to violate, cancel, alter or set aside any of the provisions of the technical codes, nor shall issuance of a permit
prevent the building official from thereafter requiring a correction of errors in plans, construction or violations
of this code. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work authorized by such permit is commenced
within six months after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a
period of six months after the time the work is commenced.

If work has commenced.

Section 105.4.1.1: If work has commenced and the permit is revoked, becomes null and void, or expires
because of lack of progress or abandonment, a new permit covering the proposed construction shall be
obtained before proceeding with the work.

New Permit.

Section 105.4.1.2: If a new permit is not obtained within 180 days from the date the initial permit
became null and void, the building official is authorized to require that any work which has been
commenced or completed be removed from the building site. Alternately, a new permit may be issued
on application, providing the work in place and required to complete the structure meets all applicable
regulations in effect at the time the initial permit became null and void and any regulations which may
have become effective between the date of expiration and the date if issuance of the new permit.

Work Shall Be:

Section 105.4.1.3: Work shall be considered to be in active progress when the permit has received an
approved inspection within 180 days. This provision shall not be applicable in case of civil commotion
or strike or when the building work is halted due directly to judicial injunction, order or similar process.

The Fee:
Section 105.4.1.4: The fee for renewal reissuance and extension of a permit shall be set forth by the
administrative authority.

Notification:
When the application is approved for permitting the applicant will be notified by phone as to the status
by the Columbia County Building & Zoning Department.



7. lunderstand that it is a frequent practice of unlicensed persons to have the property owner
obtain an owner-builder permit that erroneously implies that the property owner is providing
his or her own labor and materials. |, as an owner-builder, may be held liable and subjected to
serious financial risk for any injuries sustained by an unlicensed person or his or her employees
while working on my property. My homeowner’s insurance may not provide coverage for those
injuries. | am willfully acting as an owner-builder and am aware of the limits of my insurance
coverage for injuries to workers on my property.

8. lunderstand that | may not delegate the responsibility for supervising work to a licensed
contractor who is not licensed to perform the work being done. Any person working on my
building who is not licensed must work under my direct supervision and must be employed by
me, which means that | must comply with laws requiring the withholding of federal income tax
and social security contributions under the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA) and must
provide workers’ compensation for the employee. | understand that my failure to follow these
laws may subject me to serious financial risk.

9. |agree that, as the party legally and financially responsible for this proposed construction
activity, | will abide by all applicable laws and requirements that govern owner-builders as well
as employers. | also understand that the construction must comply with all applicable laws,
ordinances, building codes, and zoning regulations.

10. lunderstand that | may obtain more information regarding my obligations as an employer
from the Internal Revenue Service, the United States Small Business Administration, the Florida
Department of Financial Services, and the Florida Department of Revenue. | also understand
that | may contact the Florida Construction Industry Licensing Board at 850-487-

1395 or http://www.myfloridalicense.com/ for more information about licensed
contractors.

11. lam aware of, and consent to, an owner-builder building permit applied for in my name
and understand that | am the party legally and financially responsible for the proposed
construction activity at the following address:

A51 SE_Qale Bidge CF Hah Springs, Fr 326943

(Write in the address of jobsite property)
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12. 1agree to notify Columbia County Building Department immediately of any additions,
deletions, or changes to any of the information that | have provided on this disclosure. Licensed
contractors are regulated by laws designed to protect the public. If you contract with a person
who does not have a license, the Construction Industry Licensing Board and Department of
Business and Professional Regulation may be unable to assist you with any financial loss that
you sustain as a result of a complaint. Your only remedy against an unlicensed contractor may
be in civil court. It is also important for you to understand that, if an unlicensed contractor or
employee of an individual or firm is injured while working on your property, you may be held
liable for damages. If you obtain an owner-builder permit and wish to hire a licensed
contractor, you will be responsible for verifying whether the contractor is properly licensed and
the status of the contractor’s workers’ compensation coverage.

Florida Statutes Chapter 489.503:

State law requires electrical contracting to be done by licensed electrical contractors. You have applied
for a permit under an exemption to that law. The exemption allows you, as the owner of your property,
to act as your own electrical contractor even though you do not have a license. You may install electrical
wiring for a farm outbuilding or a single-family or duplex residence. You may install electrical wiring in a
commercial building the aggregate construction costs of which are under $75,000. The home or building
must be for your own use and occupancy. It may not be built for sale or lease, unless you are completing
the requirements of a building permit where the contractor listed on the permit substantially completed
the project. If you sell or lease more than one building you have wired yourself within 1 year after the
construction is complete, the law will presume that you built it for sale or lease, which is a violation of
this exemption. You may not hire an unlicensed person as your electrical contractor. Your construction
shall be done according to building codes and zoning regulations. It is your responsibility to make sure
that people employed by you have licenses required by state law and by county or municipal licensing
ordinances.

An owner of property completing the requirements of a building permit, where the contractor listed on
the permit substantially completed the project as determined by the local permitting agency, for a one-
family or two family residence, townhome, accessory structure of a one-family or two-family residence
or townhome or individual residential condominium unit or cooperative unit. Prior to the owner
qualifying for the exemption, the owner must receive approval from the local permitting agency, and
the local permitting agency must determine that the contractor substantially completed the project. An
owner who qualifies for the exemption under this paragraph is not required to occupy the dwelling or
unit for at least 1 year after the completion of the project.
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Before a building permit shall be issued, this notarized disclosure statement must be completed
and signed by the property owner and returned to the local permitting agency responsible for
issuing the permit.

TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION
(}f Single Family Dwelling () Two-Family Residence ( ) Farm Outbuilding

( ) Addition, Alteration, Modification or other Improvement () Electrical

() Other

( ) Contractor substantially completed project, of a

( ) Commercial, Cost of Construction for construction of

I ’E {'MM-DA )/A Loe’ét/ , have been advised of the above disclosure

(Print Property Owners Name)
statement for exemption from contractor licensing as an owner/builder. | agree to comply with
all requirements provided for in Florida Statutes allowing this exception for the construction

permitted by Columbia County BuiIdinjlﬁermit.
we il = 7-R &

Signature: L Date:
(Signature of property owner)

NOTARY OF OWNER BUILDER SIGNATURE _
The above signer is personally known to me or produced identification RDL

Notary Signature WM Date f/'?/&’.’)— (Seal)

MELISSA GARBER
.,: MY COMMISSION # GG 952238

s EXPIRES: January 28, 2024
“OFRe Bonded Thru Notary Public Underwriters
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