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re: ENGINEER’S REPORT – 452 SE FRITZI COURT, LAKE CITY, FL 

 

 

FIELD OBSERVATIONS 

 

As requested, on September 8, 2021, the structure at the above referenced property was inspected.  

The structure measures 48’ by 42’.  The front 36’ of the building is a two-bay shop.  The rear 12’ of 

the structure contains an apartment with a 2nd story.   

 

The structure bears on a monolithic slab with a thickened edge.  The thickness at the edge is 

approximately 10” +/-.  No cracks in the slab were detected during the inspection.   

 

The structure was constructed with timber framed walls and a pre-engineered truss system.  The trusses 

are space at 2’ on center.  The trusses are secured to the walls with appropriate tie-downs to prevent 

uplift.  The walls in the apartment and shop are finished with drywall; no cracks were detected in the 

drywall. One of the entries from the apartment to the right-side bay passes under the stairs to the 2nd 

floor.  The headroom under the stairs is limited.  Bare wires hanging from the ceiling in the 2nd story 

were discovered. 

 

Per SRWMD, there are wetlands and flood plains on the property.  The SRWMD Flood report shows 

that the structure is located in both; however, the limits of the wetland and flood plains have clearly 

been drawn incorrectly as the location of the building is 35’ above the bottom of the draw.  The SRWMD 

Flood Report is attached. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The entry under the stairs should be moved to a different location with the required headroom using 

framing methods per the FBC, 2020, 7th edition. 
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The exposed wires in the 2nd story of the apartment should be repaired as soon as possible.  A licensed 

electrician should inspect the structure for any additional electrical problems. 

 

The structure should be periodically inspected by the owner for any signs of movement or subsidence.  

If any are detected, a qualified professional should be consulted for remediation and/or repairs. 

 

Per the owners, the 2nd story of the apartment will be used for storage only.  A door should be installed 

to separate the storage area from the living area.  

 

LIMITATIONS 

 

This report is limited to field observations.  The observations were cursory.  Recommendations are 

based on these observations.  Other conditions not visible at the surface may be present.  I am unable 

to certify or guarantee no future deterioration, settlement or movement of the structure. 

 

In my professional opinion, this structure meets the specifications in the Florida Building Code-

Residential 2020, 7th Edition, with the exception of the headroom under the stairs.     

 

Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Chadwick, P.E. 
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