










































































































































































































































































































































  
    
            

  
    
    
    
       
      
  

  
    
      
    
      
        
        
      
  

   
      
        

  
    
      
      
   
      
        
        
        
        
    
      
      
  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES BENEFIT UNIT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance with 
Budgeted Amounts Actual Final Budget 

Original Final Amounts Positive (Negative) 
REVENUES 
Taxes 
Franchise fees 

Solid waste 80,000$ 80,000$ 127,151$ 47,151$ 

Licenses and permits 
Professional and occupational 75,000 75,000 76,256 1,256 
Building permits 360,000 360,000 353,968 (6,032) 
Other licenses and permits 
Permits land use 160,000 160,000 156,274 (3,726) 
Building inspection 5,000 5,000 2,789 (2,211) 

Total licenses and permits 600,000 600,000 589,287 (10,713) 

Intergovernmental 
State grants 
Ecosystem management - - 74,848 74,848 

State shared revenues 
General government 
Mobile home permits 24,000 24,000 25,807 1,807 
State revenue sharing 260,000 260,000 257,828 (2,172) 

Communications service taxes 272,028 272,028 246,250 (25,778) 
Total intergovernmental 556,028 556,028 604,733 48,705 

Fines and forfeitures 
General government 
Violation of local ordinances 500 500 7,275 6,775 

Miscellaneous 
Interest earnings 
Interest on investments 66,000 66,000 58,252 (7,748) 
Interest SBA and other 15,000 15,000 16,712 1,712 

Special assessments/impact fees 
Special assessments 
Fire 2,600,000 2,600,000 2,382,063 (217,937) 
Physical environment 3,517,000 3,517,000 2,909,991 (607,009) 
Partial year solid waste 75,000 75,000 76,727 1,727 
Delinquent fees 5,000 5,000 667,923 662,923 

Other miscellaneous 
Special lighting 1,500 1,500 1,388 (112) 
Other 500 500 3,486 2,986 

Total miscellaneous 6,280,000 6,280,000 6,116,542 (163,458) 
Total revenues 7,516,528 7,516,528 7,444,988 (71,540) 

(Continued) 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES BENEFIT UNIT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance with 
Budgeted Amounts Actual Final Budget 

EXPENDITURES 
Original Final Amounts Positive (Negative) 

General government 
Legislative 
Operating expenses 98,750$ 175,507$ 209,267$ $ (33,760) 

Financial and administrative 
Operating expenses 

Total general government 
155,000 
253,750 

72,199 
247,706 

67,199 
276,466 

5,000 
(28,760) 

Public safety 
Protective inspections 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total protective inspections 

566,901 
151,900 
25,000 

743,801 

495,708 
128,929 
22,512 

647,149 

495,708 
136,109 
15,332 

647,149 

-
(7,180) 
7,180 

-

Fire departments 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total fire departments 

1,443,685 
457,000 
591,052 

2,491,737 

1,506,608 
460,920 
441,851 

2,409,379 

1,506,608 
496,506 
682,501 

2,685,615 

-
(35,586) 

(240,650) 
(276,236) 

Fire control 
Grants and aids 19,364 40,406 40,406 -

Code enforcement 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total code enforcement 

74,975 
18,300 

-
93,275 

58,950 
13,220 
62,218 

134,388 

58,950 
60,591 
14,846 

134,387 

-
(47,371) 
47,372 

1 

Addressing services 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total addressing services 
Total public safety 

69,644 
35,155 

104,799 
3,452,976 

95,151 
29,424 
4,288 

128,863 
3,360,185 

95,151 
45,712 

-
140,863 

3,648,420 

-
(16,288) 
4,288 

(12,000) 
(288,235) 

Physical environment 
Operating expenses 3,390,000 3,857,097 3,818,394 38,703 

Culture/recreation 
Parks and recreation 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 
Grants and aids 

Total parks and recreation 
(Continued) 

See notes to financial statements. 

-
-

45,200 
45,200 

30,272 
190,979 

8,948 
230,199 
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21,337 
190,979 
17,823 

230,139 

8,935 
-

(8,875) 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES BENEFIT UNIT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance with 
Budgeted Amounts Actual Final Budget 

Original Final Amounts Positive (Negative) 
Spring Hollow Subdivision 
Operating expenses $ - $ - 1,111$ $ (1,111) 

Total culture/recreation 45,200 230,199 231,250 (1,051) 
Total expenditures 7,141,926 7,695,187 7,974,530 (279,343) 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures 374,602 (178,659) (529,542) (350,883) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Sale of fixed assets - - 55,194 55,194 
Interfund transfers in - - 82,155 82,155 
Debt proceeds - - 4,788 4,788 

Total other financing sources - - 142,137 86,943 
Net change in fund balance 374,602 (178,659) (387,405) (208,746) 
Fund balance beginning of year 1,128,152 1,128,152 1,128,152 -
Prior period adjustment - - 288,237 288,237 
Fund balance end of year 1,502,754$ $ 949,493 1,028,984$ 79,491$ 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES SPECIAL DISTRICT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Small County Infrastructure Surtax 

Intergovernmental revenue 
State shared revenue 
General government 
State revenue sharing 
Racing tax 

Total intergovernmental revenue 

Budgeted Amounts Actual 
Original Final Amounts 

300,000$ 300,000$ 300,000$ 

630,000 630,000 624,439 
223,250 223,250 223,250 

1,153,250 1,153,250 1,147,689 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

-$ 

(5,561) 
-

(5,561) 

Charges for services 
Public safety 
Ambulance fees 
911 Telephone assessments 

Total charges for services 

1,200,000 
-

1,200,000 

1,200,000 
-

1,200,000 

1,209,420 
11,845 

1,221,265 

9,420 
11,845 
21,265 

Miscellaneous 
Interest earnings 
Interest on investments 
Interest SBA 

Rents 
Rents and leases 

Special assessments/impact fees 
Special assessments 
Delinquent special assessments 
City EMS assessments 

Other miscellaneous 
Total miscellaneous 

Total revenues 

95,000 
-

1,800 

5,000 
250,000 

500 
352,300 

2,705,550 

95,000 
-

1,800 

5,000 
250,000 

500 
352,300 

2,705,550 

152,031 
13,698 

2,591 

7,370 
-

984 
176,674 

2,545,628 

57,031 
13,698 

791 

2,370 
(250,000) 

484 
(175,626) 
(159,922) 

(Continued) 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES SPECIAL DISTRICT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

EXPENDITURES 
General government 
Legislative 
Operating expenses 

Financial and administrative 
Operating expenses 

Total general government 

Budgeted Amounts Actual 
Original Final Amounts 

108,750$ 211,485$ 211,485$ 

- 50,164 -
108,750 261,649 211,485 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

-$ 

50,164 
50,164 

Public safety 
Fire departments 
Operating expenses 

Total fire departments 
-
-

-
-

23,137 
23,137 

(23,137) 
(23,137) 

FireControl 
Operating expenses 

Total fire control 
-
-

-
-

27,027 
27,027 

(27,027) 
(27,027) 

EMS Communications 
Operating expenses 

Total EMS communications 
150,000 
150,000 

144,634 
144,634 

144,633 
144,633 

1 
1 

EMS billings 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 

Total EMS billings 

105,822 
20,200 

126,022 

109,512 
17,236 

126,748 

109,511 
17,235 

126,746 

1 
1 
2 

EMS Medical Director 
Personal services 

Total EMS medical director 
(Continued) 

17,812 
17,812 

11,515 
11,515 

11,515 
11,515 

-
-

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES SPECIAL DISTRICT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance with 
Final Budget 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

Ambulance services 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total ambulance services 

$ 

Original 

1,597,373 
436,150 

-
2,033,523 

$ 

Final 

1,765,779 
555,081 
77,268 

2,398,128 

Amounts 

1,765,780$ 
555,080 
77,268 

2,398,128 

(Negative) 

(1) 
1 
-
-

EMS Tower 
Operating expenses 

Total EMS tower 
Total public safety 

Total expenditures 

7,900 
7,900 

2,335,257 
2,444,007 

7,038 
7,038 

2,688,063 
2,949,712 

7,038 
7,038 

2,738,224 
2,949,709 

-
-

(50,161) 
3 

Net change in fund balance 261,543 (244,162) (404,081) (159,919) 

Fund balance beginning of year 
Fund balance end of year $ 

2,998,323 
3,259,866 $ 

2,998,323 
2,754,161 

2,998,323 
2,594,242$ $ 

-
(159,919) 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

DEBT SERVICE FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 
State shared revenues 
Half-cent sales tax 

Grants from other local units 
Total intergovernmental 
Miscellaneous 
Interest 
Rents 
Other 

Total miscellaneous 
Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Economic environment 
New Millennium Project 
Debt service 

Target 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Industry Development 
Grants and aids 

Homes of Merit 
Debt service 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures 

Other financing sources 
Debt proceeds 

Net change in fund balance 

Fund balance beginning of year 
Fund balance end of year 

See notes to financial statements. 

Budgeted Amounts 
Original Final 

Actual 
Amounts 

Variance With 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

$ 1,600,000 
-

1,600,000 

1,600,000$ 
-

1,600,000 

1,600,000$ 
583,000 

2,183,000 

$ -
583,000 
583,000 

25,000 
177,304 

-
202,304 

1,802,304 

-
191,687 

6,136 
197,823 

1,797,823 

5,245 
177,305 

2,023 
184,573 

2,367,573 

5,245 
(14,382) 
(4,113) 

(13,250) 
569,750 

1,141,429 1,139,080 1,139,680 (600) 

-
330,000 
330,000 

-
3,285,400 
3,285,400 

254,595 
2,827,107 
3,081,702 

(254,595) 
458,293 
203,698 

50,000 254,595 - 254,595 

176,000 
1,697,429 

970,635 
5,649,710 

970,635 
5,192,017 

-
457,693 

104,875 (3,851,887) (2,824,444) 1,027,443 

-
104,875 

-
(3,851,887) 

840,000 
(1,984,444) 

840,000 
1,867,443 

$ 
124,604 
229,479 $ 

124,604 
(3,727,283) 

124,604 
(1,859,840)$ 

-
1,867,443$ 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
CONNECTOR ROAD PROJECT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 Variance with 
Final Budget 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 
State grants 
Economic Development 
Transportation Trust 

Total intergovernmental 

Original 

$ 2,826,000 
2,826,000 

$ 

Final 

2,826,000 
2,826,000 

Amounts 

2,000,000$ 
2,000,000 

(Negative) 

(826,000)$ 
(826,000) 

Miscellaneous 
Interest 
Other miscellaneous 

Total miscellaneous 
Total revenues 

10,000 
-

10,000 
2,836,000 

10,000 
-

10,000 
2,836,000 

208,079 
2,082 

210,161 
2,210,161 

198,079 
2,082 

200,161 
(625,839) 

EXPENDITURES 
Legislative 
Operating expenses 20,000 20,000 20,000 -

Transportation 
Road and street legislative 
Operating expenses 

Total road and street legislative 
100,000 
100,000 

100,000 
100,000 

62,209 
62,209 

37,791 
37,791 

US 90 to CSX 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total US 90 to CSX 

-
6,874,200 
6,874,200 

-
6,874,200 
6,874,200 

57,905 
1,278 

59,183 

(57,905) 
6,872,922 
6,815,017 

CSX Railroad Bridge 
Operating expenses - - 129,957 (129,957) 

CSX to US 41 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total CSX to US 41 

-
-
-

-
-
-

105,471 
2,500 

107,971 

(105,471) 
(2,500) 

(107,971) 

Real Road extension 
Capital outlay 

Total transportation 
Total expenditures 

-
6,974,200 
6,994,200 

-
6,974,200 
6,994,200 

27,431 
386,751 
406,751 

(27,431) 
6,587,449 
6,587,449 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures (4,158,200) (4,158,200) 1,803,410 5,961,610 

Fund balance at beginning of year 
Fund balance at end of year 
See notes to financial statements. 

3,941,788 
(216,412)$ $ 
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3,941,788 
(216,412) 

3,941,788 
5,745,198$ 

-
5,961,610$ 



  
        
  
    
      
        
          
        
    
      
          
  

  
    
    
  

  
   
      
      
   

    
      

    
      

    
      

    
      

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

REVENUES 
Taxes 
Infrastructure surtax 

Intergovernmental 
State grants 
Transportation 
Small County Road Assistance 
Program 

Small County Outreach 
State shared revenues 
General government 

Half-cent sales tax 
Total intergovernmental 

$ 

Budgeted amounts Actual 
Original Final Amounts 

- -$ 2,500,000$ 

4,181,981 4,181,981 1,507,548 
2,157,120 2,157,120 1,659,974 

2,500,000 2,500,000 -
8,839,101 8,839,101 3,167,522 

Variance With 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

2,500,000$ 

(2,674,433) 
(497,146) 

(2,500,000) 
(5,671,579) 

Miscellaneous 
Interest 
Paving assessments 

Total miscellaneous 
Total revenues 

5,000 
31,000 
36,000 

8,875,101 

5,000 
31,000 
36,000 

8,875,101 

61,436 
30,730 
92,166 

5,759,688 

56,436 
(270) 

56,166 
(3,115,413) 

EXPENDITURES 
Transportation 
Rolling Oaks 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total Rolling Oaks 

-
-

2,826 
1,269,501 
1,272,327 

2,826 
1,269,501 
1,272,327 

-
-

CR 138 
Operating expenses - - 1,026 (1,026) 

Booker - T Combs Road 
Operating expenses - 1,440 1,439 1 

Lake Jeffery Road 
Capital outlay - 21,830 21,830 -

Stewart Circle 
Capital outlay 

(Continued) 
- 11,250 11,250 -

See notes to financial statements. 174 



    
          

    
      

    
      

    
      

    
      

    
      

    
      

    
      

    
      

    
      
  

  

  

    

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance With 
Final Budget 

Budgeted amounts Actual Positive 

Fiddler's Way 
Operating expenses $ 

Original 

- $ 

Final 

1,375 

Amounts 

1,375$ 

(Negative) 

-$ 

CR 138 
Capital outlay 1,920,000 1,761,275 1,761,275 -

Lulu Area 
Capital outlay 200,000 262,462 262,462 -

CR 240 (247-47) 
Capital outlay 1,300,000 933,733 933,733 -

CR 133 
Capital outlay - 616,033 616,033 -

Kerce Road 
Operating expenses - - 579 (579) 

Woodland Avenue 
Capital outlay - 232,233 232,233 -

Turner Road 
Operating expenses 750,000 7,725 7,725 -

Brown Road 
Operating expenses - 8,683 8,683 -

Other road projects 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 
4,165,000 
8,335,000 

-
5,130,366 

-
5,131,970 (1,604) 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures 540,101 3,744,735 627,718 (3,117,017) 

Other Financing Sources (Uses) 
Transfers out 

Net change in fund balance 
Fund balance beginning of year 
Fund balance end of year $ 

-
540,101 

3,584,629 
4,124,730 $ 

-
3,744,735 
3,584,629 
7,329,364 

(169,356) 
458,362 

3,584,629 
4,042,991$ $ 

(169,356) 
(3,286,373) 

-
(3,286,373) 

See notes to financial statements. 175 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 COMBINING STATEMENTS 

176 



    

  

          

    

    

    

    

      

  

    

           

      

      

      

  

  

      

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

Special Revenue 

Community Industrial Law 

Development Court Court Development Enforcement Law 

Block Grant Reporting Services Authority Special Library 

ASSETS 

Current Assets 

Cash 49$ 83,881$ 744,489$ 411,902$ 49,548$ 3,946$ 

Accounts receivable - - - 112 - -

Due from other funds - - - - - -

Due from other governmental units - - 16,983 - - -

Investments - - - - 1,390 -

Total assets 49$ 83,881$ 761,472$ 412,014$ 50,938$ 3,946$ 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

LIABILITIES 

Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable -$ 100$ -$ -$ 500$ -$ 

Due to other funds - - - - - -

Other current liabilities - - - 1,617 - -

Revenues collected in advance - - - - - -

Total liabilities - 100 - 1,617 500 -

FUND BALANCES 

Unreserved 49 83,781 761,472 410,397 50,438 3,946 

Total fund balances 49 83,781 761,472 410,397 50,438 3,946 

Total liabilities and fund balances 49$ 83,881$ 761,472$ 412,014$ 50,938$ 3,946$ 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

Capital 

Projects 

Funds Debt Services Funds Funds Total 

Library 

Enhancement 

Local 

Housing 

Assistance 

Tourist 

Development 

Tax Jail 

Road 

Improvement 

Tourist 

Development 

Paving 

Assess-

ments 

Nonmajor 

Governmental 

Funds 

747,698$ 

2,465 

-

-

1,322,054 

2,072,217$ 

257,056$ 

-

-

-

-

257,056$ 

58,343$ 

4,650 

-

27,371 

-

90,364$ 

$ 

$ 

-

-

1,762,345 

319,972 

-

2,082,317 

-$ 

-

-

34,232 

-

34,232 

464,918$ 

-

-

-

47,482 

512,400$ 

-$ 

-

-

384 

-

384$ 

2,821,830$ 

7,227 

1,762,345 

398,942 

1,370,926 

6,361,270$ 

401$ 

-

-

705 

1,106 

3,599$ 

28,769 

-

-

32,368 

2,124$ 

-

-

-

2,124 

$ -

-

-

-

-

-

345,678 

-

-

345,678 

$ -

-

-

-

-

-$ 

381,716 

-

-

381,716 

6,724$ 

756,163 

1,617 

705 

765,209 

2,071,111 

2,071,111 

2,072,217$ 

224,688 

224,688 

257,056$ 

88,240 

88,240 

90,364$ $ 

2,082,317 

2,082,317 

2,082,317 

(311,446) 

(311,446) 

34,232$ 

512,400 

512,400 

512,400$ 

(381,332) 

(381,332) 

384$ 

5,596,061 

5,596,061 

6,361,270$ 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Special Revenue 

Community Industrial Law 

Development Court Court Development Enforcement Law 

Block Grant Reporting Service Authority Special Library Enhancement 

REVENUES 

Taxes -$ -$ 275,001$ 310,150$ -$ -$ 

Intergovernmental - 106,985 - - - -

Charges for services - 160,433 266,872 - - -

Fines and forfeitures - - - - 25,233 -

Miscellaneous - - 25,352 15,001 3,211 -

Total revenues - 267,418 567,225 325,151 28,444 -

EXPENDITURES 

Current Expenditures 

General government - 206,943 17,000 - - 175 

Public safety - - - - - -

Transportation - - - - - -

Economic environment - - - 243,571 - -

Culture/recreation - - - - - -

Court related - - 315,900 - - -

Capital outlay 

Transportation - - - - - -

Economic environment - - - - - -

Culture/recreation - - - - - -

Court related - - - - - -

Debt service 

Transportation - - - - - -

Economic environment - - - - - -

Total expenditures - 206,943 332,900 243,571 - 175 

Excess of revenues over (under 

expenditures - 60,475 234,325 81,580 28,444 (175) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Interfund transfers in - - - - - -

Interfund transfers out - - - - (95,073) -

Total other financing sources (uses) - - - - (95,073) -

Net changes in fund balances - 60,475 234,325 81,580 (66,629) (175) 

Fund balances at beginning of year 49 23,306 527,147 328,817 117,067 4,121 

Fund balances at end of year 49$ 83,781$ 761,472$ 410,397$ 50,438$ 3,946$ 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

NONMAJOR GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Capital 

Funds Debt Service Funds Projects Total 

Local Tourist Paving Nonmajor 

Library Housing Development Road Tourist Assess- Governmental 

Enhancement Assistance Tax Jail Improvement Development ments Funds 

$ - -$ 289,064$ -$ 900,000$ 93,201$ -$ 1,867,416$ 

618,355 291,997 4,167 2,473,048 - - - 3,494,552 

- - - - - - - 427,305 

- - - - - - - 25,233 

80,145 276 88,934 17,269 2,538 20,502 48 253,276 

698,500 292,273 382,165 2,490,317 902,538 113,703 48 6,067,782 

- - - - - - - 224,118 

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- 724,194 362,029 - - - - 1,329,794 

743,794 - - - - - - 743,794 

- - - - - - - 315,900 

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - 832,089 - - 832,089 

- - - - - 98,555 - 98,555 

743,794 724,194 362,029 - 832,089 98,555 - 3,544,250 

(45,294) (431,921) 20,136 2,490,317 70,449 15,148 48 2,523,532 

- - - - - - - -

- - - (408,000) - - - (503,073) 

- - - (408,000) - - - (503,073) 

(45,294) (431,921) 20,136 2,082,317 70,449 15,148 48 2,020,459 

2,116,405 656,609 68,104 - (381,895) 497,252 (381,380) 3,575,602 

2,071,111$ 224,688$ 88,240$ 2,082,317$ (311,446)$ 512,400$ (381,332)$ 5,596,061$ 

See notes to financial statements. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Board of County Commissioners 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Board of County 
Commissioners (The County), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 27, 2008.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards , issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting - In planning and performing our audit, we considered the 
Columbia County Board of County Commissioners’ internal control over financial reporting as a basis for 
designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, 
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Columbia County Board of 
County Commissioners ’ internal control over financial reporting. Accordingly, we do not express an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control over financial reporting. 

A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect 
misstatements on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination of control 
deficiencies, that adversely affects the County’s ability to initiate, authorize, record, process, or report 
financial data reliably in accordance with general ly accepted accounting principles, such that there is 
more than a remote likelihood that a misstatement of the County’s financial statements that is more than 
inconsequential will not be prevented or detected by the County’s internal control. 

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significant deficiencies, that results in 
more than a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements will not be 
prevented or detected by the County’s internal control. 

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the 
first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in internal control that 
might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses.  We did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control over financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. 

Compliance and Other Matters - As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Columbia 
County Board of County Commissioners’ financial statements are free of material misstatement, we 
performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 
statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards. 

However, we noted certain matters that we reported to management of the Columbia County Board of 
County Commissioners in a separate letter dated June 27, 2008 on pages 183-184. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of management and the Board of County 
Commissioners, the Auditor General of the State of Florida, and federal and state awarding agencies and 
pass-through entities, and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
June 27, 2008 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Honorable Board of County Commissioners 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the accompany ing financial statements of the Columbia County Board of County 
Commissioners (the Board), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 27, 2008. We have also issued our report on compliance and on internal 
control over financial reporting. That report should be considered in conjunction with this management 
matter. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America, and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Additionally, our audit was conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General , which govern the 
conduct of local governmental entity audits performed in the State of Florida and require that certain 
items be addressed in this letter. 

PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

Fuel Purchases - From our review of vehicle fuel purchases by the Fire and Tourist Development 
Departments, we found instances where the vehicle odometer readings were not recorded on the vendor 
automated billing system.  For proper accountability, odometer readings should be recorded for each 
vehicle fuel purchase and the resulting usage reports should be examined and reconciled for any 
resulting out-of-range readings. 

All other prior year findings were substantially corrected during the current year. 

CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 

Fuel Logs – For several months during the year the recording function of the County’s automated fueling 
system was inoperable due to lightning damage. During this period a manual logging system was 
maintained by the Road Department. Upon reviewing these logs, we found that odometer readings were 
not recorded along with the gallons pumped for individual vehicles. Without such recording it is not 
possible to verify that the quantities pumped were of reasonable and appropriate for individual vehicles.  
If such a logging system is required to be used in the future, we recommend that odometer readings be 
recorded along with the gallonage for each vehicle. Periodically , miles per gallon should be computed 
and any out-of-range amounts investigated. 

Vehicle Maintenance Records – From our audit procedure s at the Road Department, were found that the 
individual vehicle maintenance records were not up to date primarily due to the lack of data entry in the 
Fleetwise Software System.  In addition to the lack of vehicle management reports, this deficiency also 
prevented accurate billings to outside departments and agencies and undermined internal control over 
usage of vehicle parts and supplies. We recommend that proper information be regularly entered into 
this software, and the resultant reports be generated , reviewed and utilized as a part of the monthly 
accounting procedures at the Road Department. 

Petty Cash Reimbursement – From our review of petty cash reimbursements relating to the Tourist 
Development Department, we found an instance where personal purchases of $48.28 were reimbursed 
by the County. Upon notification, this amount was repaid by the concerned employee. Upon further 
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review, we found no other apparent similar instances . To deter such occurrences in the future, we 
recommend that a policy be implemented to prohibit reimbursements where the related documentation 
contains both personal and business expenditures. Reimbursement requests should also be reviewed and 
approved by a supervisor prior to being submitted for reimbursement. 

AUDITOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE MATTERS 

Annual Local Government Financial Report – The Financial Report filed with the Department of Financial 
Services pursuant to Section 218.32(1)(a), Florida Statutes , is in agreement with the accompanying 
financial statements of Columbia County, Florida, for the year ended September 30, 2007.  The financial 
statements of the Board of County Commissioners are combined with other County agencies in that 
report. 

Investment of Public Funds – The Board of County Commissioners complied with Section 218.415, Florida 
Statutes , regarding the investment of public funds during the fiscal year. 

Financial Emergency Status – Nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the Board 
had met any of the condit ions in Sections 218.503(1) (a), Florida Statutes , that might result in a financial 
emergency. 

Financial Condition Assessment – As required by the Rules of the Auditor General (Sections 10.544(7)(c) 
and 10.556(7)), we applied financial condition assessment procedures.  It is management’s responsibility 
to monitor the entity’s financial condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on 
representations made by management and the review of financial information they provided. 

Our audit did not disclose any further items that would be required to be reported under the Rules of the 
Auditor General , Chapter 10.550. 

CONCLUSION 

We have reviewed information regarding our audit with appropriate County officials or employees and 
have provided them with appropriate documentation as requested.  We very much enjoyed the 
challenges and experiences associated with this audit of the County.  We appreciate the progress the 
Board of County Commissioners are making on improving the prior noted weaknesses and reaffirm our 
desire to assist in these endeavors.  We also appreciate the continued helpful assistance of all county 
employees in completing this year’s audit. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
June 27, 2008 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Honorable Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Clerk of 
the Circuit Court (the Clerk), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, as listed in the table of 
contents. These special purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these special purpose financial statements based on 
our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the special purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion. 

The accompanying financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with state reporting 
requirements, as described in Note 1, and are intended to present the financial position and results of 
operations of only that portion of the financial reporting entity of Columbia County, Florida, that is 
attributable to the transactions of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 

In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, as of Septembe r 30, 2007, and the results 
of its operations and budgetary comparisons for the year then ended in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards , we have also issued a report dated July 28, 2008, on 
our consideration of the Clerk’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance 
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, grant agreements, and other matters. The 
purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting ad 
compliance and the result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over 
financial reporting or on compliance. That report integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards and should be considered in assessing the results of our audit. 

Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the special purpose financial statements 
taken as a whole.  The combining and individual fund financial statements listed in the table of contents 
are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the special purpose 
financial statements of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. Such information has been subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the special purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is 
fairly presented, in all material respects, in relation to the special purpose financial statements taken as a 
whole. 

POWELL & JONES 
July 28, 2008 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES 

September 30, 2007 

Fiduciary 
Governmental Fund Types Fund Types Totals 

Special Revenue (Memorandum 
General Fund Funds Agency Funds Only) 

ASSETS 
Current assets 
Cash $ 7,151 $ 198,227 $ 1,769,952 $ 1,975,330 
Accounts receivable - - 14,479 14,479 
Due from other funds 262,457 11,545 - 274,002 
Due from other governmental units 5,741 - - 5,741 

Total assets $ 275,349 $ 209,772 $ 1,784,431 $ 2,269,552 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 
LIABILITIES 
Current liabilities 

Accounts payable $ 6,063 $ 32,760 $ - $ 38,823 
Accrued payroll liabilities 8,812 - - 8,812 
Due to other funds - 47,270 226,732 274,002 
Due to Board of County 
Commissioners 67,897 - 51,606 119,503 

Due to other governmental units 192,577 - 358,919 551,496 
Interest payable - - 16,974 16,974 
Deposits held in trust - - 195,193 195,193 
Installment payments payable - - 7,318 7,318 
Court liability fees payable - - 649,705 649,705 
Juvenile installments - - 2,339 2,339 
Bond liability - - 171,946 171,946 
Tax deed sales - - 99,043 99,043 
Other current liabilities - - 4,656 4,656 

Total liabilities 275,349 80,030 1,784,431 2,139,810 
FUND BALANCES 
Unreserved - 129,742 - 129,742 

Total liabilities and fund balances $ 275,349 $ 209,772 $ 1,784,431 $ 2,269,552 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Totals 
Special Revenue (Memorandum 

General Fund Funds Only) 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental $ 69,955 $ - $ 69,955 
Charges for services 2,473,343 213,945 2,687,288 

Total revenues 2,543,298 213,945 2,757,243 

EXPENDITURES 
Current expenditures 
General government 881,233 48,460 929,693 
Court related 1,995,118 171,943 2,167,061 

Capital outlay 
Court related - 5,520 5,520 

Total expenditures 2,876,351 225,923 3,102,274 

Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures (333,053) (11,978) (345,031) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Transfer from Board of County 
Commissioners 235,435 - 235,435 

Interfund transfers in 47,270 - 47,270 
Interfund transfers out - (47,270) (47,270) 

Total other financing sources (uses) 282,705 (47,270) 235,435 
Net change in fund balance - (59,248) (109,596) 

Fund balance at beginning of year - 188,990 188,990 
Fund balance at end of year $ - $ 129,742 $ 79,394 

See notes to financial statements. 190 



         
  

  
    
    
  
    
    

  

  
    
  
  

      

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURE AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

General Fund Special Revenue Funds 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 
Charges for services 

Total revenues 

$ 

Budget 

70,000 
2,451,422 
2,521,422 

$ 

Actual 

69,955 
2,473,343 
2,543,298 

Variance 
Positive 

(Negative) 

(45)$ 
21,921 
21,876 

$ 

Budget 

-
213,945 
213,945 

$ 

Actual 

-
213,945 
213,945 

Variance 
Positive 

(Negative) 

-$ 
-
-

EXPENDITURES 
Current expenditures 
General government 
Court related 

Capital outlay 
General government 
Court related 

Total expenditures 

797,496 
2,005,475 

5,968 
15,815 

2,824,754 

881,233 
1,995,118 

-
-

2,876,351 

(83,737) 
10,357 

5,968 
15,815 
(51,597) 

48,460 
171,943 

-
5,520 

225,923 

48,460 
171,943 

-
5,520 

225,923 

-
-

-
-
-

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures (303,332) (333,053) (29,721) (11,978) (11,978) -

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Transfers from the Board of County 
Commissioners 

Interfund transfers in 
Interfund transfers out 

Total other financing sources (uses) 
Net change in fund balances 

303,332 
-
-

303,332 
-

235,435 
47,270 

-
282,705 

-

(67,897) 
47,270 

-
(20,627) 

-

-
-
-
-

(11,978) 

-
-

(47,270) 
(47,270) 
(59,248) 

-
-

(47,270) 
(47,270) 
47,270 

Fund balances at beginning of year 
Fund balances at end of year $ 

-
- $ 

-
-

-
-$ $ 

188,990 
177,012 $ 

188,990 
129,742 

-
47,270$ 

See notes to financial statements. 191 



  

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
   

 
 
   
    

 
 
    

 
 

 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

September 30, 2007 

NOTE 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The following is a summary of the more significant accounting policies of the Columbia County Clerk of 
the Circuit Court (Clerk). 

A. Reporting Entity - The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) in its Statement No. 
14, "The Financial Reporting Entity," as amended by GASB 39 “Determining Whether Certain 
Organizations Are Component Units an Amendment of GASB Statement 14,”establishes standards for 
defining the financial reporting entity. In developing these standards, the GASB assumed that all 
governmental organizations are responsible to elected officials at the federal, state, or local level. 
Financial reporting by a state or local government should report the elected officials' accountability for 
those organizations. 

The Clerk of the Circuit Court, as established by Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Florida, is 
an elected official of the County. Although the Clerk's Office is operationally autonomous from the Board 
of County Commissioners, it does not hold sufficient corporate powers of its own to be considered a 
legally separate entity for financial reporting purposes. Therefore, the Clerk is reported as a part of the 
primary government of Columbia County, Florida. The Clerk's financial statements do not purport to 
reflect the financial position or the results of operations of Columbia County, Florida, taken as a whole. 

These special purpose financial statements of the Clerk are issued separately to comply with Section 
10.557(4), Rules of the Auditor General for Local Governmental Entity Audits , pursuant to Section 
11.45(3), Florida Statutes . 

B. Fund Accounting - Accounts are organized on the basis of funds, each of which is considered a 
separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-
balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund entity, revenues and expenditures. 
Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for 
which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The funds and 
account group utilized by the Clerk are as follows: 

(i) Governmental Fund 
General Fund - The General Fund of the Clerk of the Circuit Court is used to account for 
all financial resources, which are generated from operations of the office or any other 
resources not required to be accounted for in another fund. 

Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds 
of specifi c revenue sources which are legally restricted to expenditures for specified 
purposes. As of September 30, 2007, the Clerk maintained the following Special 
Revenue Funds: 

Public Records Modernization Trust Fund 
Teen Court Fund 
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(ii) Fiduciary Fund 
Agency Funds - Agency Funds are used to account for assets held by the Clerk as an 
agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments, and/or other funds. 
Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
measurement of results of operations.  The following Agency Funds are maintained by 
the Clerk. 

Domestic Relations 
Jury and Witness 
Public Defender Occupancy Trust 
Registry of Court 
Trust 
Employee Sunshine Fund 

C. Basis of Accounti ng - The "Basis of Accounting" refers to when revenues and expenditures and 
the related assets and liabilities are recognized in the accounting records and reported in the financial 
statements. The Clerk of the Circuit Court currently maintains his accounting records for all funds on the 
cash basis. However, for financial statement purposes appropriate adjustments are made to report 
governmental and fiduciary fund types using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the 
modified accrual basis, revenues are generally recognized when they become measurable and available 
as net current assets. Expenditures are reported when incurred with the exception of prepaid expenses 
and principal and interest on general long-term obligations. 

D. Budget - Chapter 129, Florida Statutes , requires that budgets be adopted for all funds as may 
be required by law, sound financial practices, and generally accepted accounting principles and that 
budgets be adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP).  
Pursuant to this requirement, the County adopts an annual comprehensive appropriat ions budget, which 
includes the appropriations to the General Fund of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. The Clerk also initially 
prepares and appropriately amends internally the Clerk's General Fund budget. 

In the budget comparisons included in these financial statements, both the amounts budgeted and the 
actual amounts reported are presented on the GAAP basis. Budgetary comparisons present the 
appropriation s budget of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 

E. Cash and Investments - Deposits are carried at cost which approximates market value. The 
carrying amount of deposits is separately displayed on the balance sheet as "Cash." At September 30, 
2007, the book balance of the Clerk's deposits was $1,975,030 . This bank balance was covered by federal 
depository insurance and pledged collateral held at various qualified public depositories.  Chapter 280, 
Florida Statutes , defines the eligible collateral for these qualified public depositories. 

The collateral for the Clerk's deposits is categorized to give an indication of the level of risk assumed by 
the Clerk at year end. Category 1 includes deposits that are insured or registered or for which the 
securities are held by the Clerk or his agent in the Clerk's name.  Category 2 includes uninsured and 
unregistered deposits for which the securities are held by the counterparty's trust department or agent in 
the Clerk's name. Category 3 includes uninsured or unregistered deposits for which the securities are 
held by the counterparty's trust department or agent, but not in the Clerk's name. All of the collateral 
covering the Clerk's deposits was Category 1. 

F. Inventories - It is the policy of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to record the acquisition of supplies 
as expenditures at the time of purchase. The amount of supplies on hand at any one time would be a 
nominal amount and considered to be immaterial. 
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G. Fixed Assets - Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in the 
General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts, except for its infrastructure fixed assets which the County has 
elected not to report. All fixed assets acquired by purchase are recorded at historical cost. Donated 
assets are recorded at estimated fair market value at the date donated.  No depreciation has been 
provided on the County's general fixed assets. Assets purchased by the Clerk of the Circuit Court are 
reported in the County's General Fixed Assets Account Group. 

H. Compensated Absences - Compensated absences are absences for which employees will be 
paid, such as vacation and sick leave. A liability for compensated absences that are attributable to 
services already rendered and that are not contingent on a specific event that is outside the control of 
the government and its employees is accrued as employees earn the rights to the benefits. Compensated 
absences that relate to future services or that are contingent on a specific event that is outside the 
control of the government and its employees are accounted for in the period in which such services are 
rendered or such events take place. 

In the governmental funds, compensated absences that are expected to be liquidated with expendable 
available financial resources are reported as an expenditure and fund liability in the fund of the Board of 
County Commissioners that will pay for them.  The remainder of the compensated absences liability is 
reported in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group of the Board of County Commissioners. 

I. Total Column on the Combined Statements - The total column on the combined statements 
is captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data 
in this column does not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in cash flows in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, nor is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

J. Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain 
reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 

K. Risk Management - The Clerk is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, 
damage to and destruction of assets; errors or omissions; injuries to employees and the public; or 
damage to property of others. The Clerk directly purchases insurance and participates in the risk 
management program through the Columbia County Board of County Commissioners which uses 
commercial insurance and a public entity risk pool to cover certain risks from loss. 

NOTE 3. PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description - The Clerk contributes to the Florida Retirement System ("System"), a cost-sharing 
multiple -employer defined benefit plan administered by the State of Florida, Department of 
Administration, Division of Retirement. The System provides retiremen t, disability or death benefits to 
retirees or their designated beneficiaries. Chapter 121, Florida Statutes , establishes the authority for 
benefit provisions. Changes to the law can only occur through an act of the Florida Legislature. The 
System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Florida 
Retirement System, 2639 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida, or by calling (850) 488-5706. 

Funding Policy - The System is employee noncontributory. The Clerk is required to contribute at an 
actuarially determined rate. The rates at September 30, 2007 were as follows:  Regular Employees 
9.85%; Senior Management 13.12%; Elected Officials 16.53%, and employees electing the DROP 
Program 10.91%. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Clerk are established and may 
be amended by the Florida Legislature. The Clerk's contributions to the System for the years ending 
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September 30, 2007, 2006 and 2005 were $173,477, $137,312, and $113,001, respectively, equal to the 
required contributions for each year. 

NOTE 4. INTERFUND RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES 

Balances at September 30, 2007, were: 

Interfund Interfund 

Receivables Payables 

General Fund $ 262,457 $ -

Public Defender Occupancy Trust - 357 

Public Records Modernization Trust 10,959 47,270 

Registry of Court - 17 

Teen Court 586 -

Trust - 225,662 

Domestic Relations Trust - 696 
274,002$ $ 274,002 

NOTE 5. COMMITMENTS 

On September 28, 2007, the Clerk entered into an agreement with Serenic Navigator for software 
improvements. The total cost of the agreement is $44,412, with the balance of $20,501 still outstanding 
at September 30, 2007. 

Also, on September 27, 2007, the Clerk entered into an agreement with FACC for court software. The 
total cost of the agreement is $147,585, with the balance of $132,826 still outstanding  at September 30, 
2007. 

NOTE 6. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

The Clerk’s office utilizes a collection service in which the spouse of the Clerk has an equity interest.  The 
terms of the Office’s agreement with the company are similar to those of other area Clerk’s Offices. The 
company’s compensation is based upon a percent of amount of delinquent accounts collected and is paid 
by delinquent account holders.  The Clerk’s Office makes no payments to the collection service.  
Compensation totaled approximately $70,363 for the year ended September 30, 2007 from a total of 
$175,980 in delinquent collections. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

GENERAL FUND 

BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Cash $ 7,151 
Due from other funds 262,457 
Due from other governmental units 5,741 

Total assets $ 275,349 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 
LIABILITIES 
Current liabilities 
Accounts payable $ 6,063 
Accrued payroll liabilities 8,812 
Due to Board of County Commissioners 67,897 
Due to other governmental units 192,577 

Total liabilities 275,349 
FUND BALANCE 
Unreserved -

Total liabilities and fund balance $ 275,349 

See notes to financial statements. 198 



 

 

    

          

 

    

      

        

        

        

        

        

        

      

        

        

        

        

        

        

  

    

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

 

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

Original Final Amounts (Negative) 

REVENUES 

Intergovernmental revenue 

Federal grants 

IV - D grant 70,000$ 70,000$ 69,955$ $ (45) 

Charges for services 

General government 

Noncourt related charges 

Recording 225,000 225,000 293,624 68,624 

Documentary stamp commissions 37,000 37,000 37,150 150 

Marriage licenses fees and charges 22,700 22,700 24,167 1,467 

Passports 25,000 25,000 47,820 22,820 

Copies 50,000 50,000 50,185 185 

Other charges 24,960 24,960 25,274 314 

Court related charges 

County court criminal 342,585 342,585 283,430 (59,155) 

Circuit court criminal 147,580 147,580 149,110 1,530 

County court civil 237,015 237,015 277,249 40,234 

Circuit court civil 266,160 266,160 257,200 (8,960) 

Traffic 971,350 971,350 958,002 (13,348) 

Probate 56,600 56,600 61,571 4,971 

Miscellaneous 

Interest 45,472 45,472 58,909 13,437 

Total revenues 2,521,422 2,521,422 2,593,646 72,224 

EXPENDITURES 

Board of County Commissioners 

Personal services 301,532 301,532 317,163 (15,631) 

Operating expenses 1,800 1,800 1,213 587 

Total Board of County Commissioners 303,332 303,332 318,376 (15,044) 

Other general government 

Personal services 390,004 390,004 387,246 2,758 

Operating expenses 41,677 41,677 104,828 (63,151) 

Total other general government 431,681 431,681 492,074 (60,393) 

Clerk administration 

Personal services 465,136 465,136 424,190 40,946 

Operating expenses 32,439 32,439 17,469 14,970 

Total Clerk administration 497,575 497,575 441,659 55,916 

Court-related payments to State 

Budgeted payments 462,182 462,182 462,182 -

Excess fees - - 8,812 (8,812) 

Total court-related payments to State 462,182 462,182 470,994 (8,812) 

(Continued) 

See notes to financial statements. 199 



 

  

        

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

Original Final Amounts (Negative) 

Jury Management 

Personal services $ 22,684 22,684$ $ 24,504 (1,820)$ 

Operating expenses 1,474 1,474 496 978 

Total jury management 24,158 24,158 25,000 (842) 

Circuit Criminal 

Personal services 194,066 194,066 210,415 (16,349) 

Operating expenses 22,117 22,117 11,972 10,145 

Total circuit criminal 216,183 216,183 222,387 (6,204) 

Circuit Civil 

Personal services 77,359 77,359 82,769 (5,410) 

Operating expenses 7,372 7,372 2,764 4,608 

Total circuit civil 84,731 84,731 85,533 (802) 

Circuit Family 

Personal services 116,818 116,818 169,161 (52,343) 

Operating expenses 25,066 25,066 14,265 10,801 

Total circuit family 141,884 141,884 183,426 (41,542) 

Circuit Juvenile 

Personal services 63,571 63,571 71,304 (7,733) 

Operating expenses 7,372 7,372 2,625 4,747 

Total circuit juvenile 70,943 70,943 73,929 (2,986) 

Circuit Probate 

Personal services 42,866 42,866 48,893 (6,027) 

Operating expenses 4,423 4,423 1,427 2,996 

Total circuit probate 47,289 47,289 50,320 (3,031) 

Information Technology 

Personal services 61,161 61,161 66,579 (5,418) 

Operating expenses 7,290 7,290 4,204 3,086 

Total information technology 68,451 68,451 70,783 (2,332) 

(Continued) 

See notes to financial statements. 200 



 

  

        

    

  

  

    

    

  

    

    

  

  

  

    

  

    

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

Original Final Amounts (Negative) 

County Criminal 

Personal services 185,222$ 185,222$ 170,534$ 14,688$ 

Operating expenses 22,117 22,117 9,638 12,479 

Total county criminal 207,339 207,339 180,172 27,167 

County Civil 

Personal services 78,676 78,676 74,566 4,110 

Operating expenses 7,372 7,372 2,435 4,937 

Total county civil 86,048 86,048 77,001 9,047 

County Traffic 

Personal services 165,265 165,265 173,956 (8,691) 

Operating services 17,693 17,693 10,741 6,952 

Total county traffic 182,958 182,958 184,697 (1,739) 

Total expenditures 2,824,754 2,824,754 2,876,351 (51,597) 

Excess of revenues over (under) 

expenditures (303,332) (303,332) (282,705) 20,627 

Other financing sources 

Transfers from Board of County 

Commissioners 303,332 303,332 235,435 (67,897) 

Interfund transfers in - - 47,270 47,270 

Total other financing sources 303,332 303,332 282,705 (20,627) 

Net change in fund balance - - - -

Fund balance beginning of year - - - -
Fund balance end of year $ - $ - $ - $ -

See notes to financial statements. 201 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

Public Records 
Modernization 

Trust Teen Court Totals 

ASSETS 
Cash $ 197,563 $ 664 $ 198,227 
Due from other funds 10,959 586 11,545 

Total assts $ 208,522 $ 1,250 $ 209,772 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 
LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 
Accounts payable $ 32,218 $ 542 $ 32,760 
Due to other funds 47,270 - 47,270 

Total liabilities 79,488 542 80,030 
FUND BALANCES 
Unreserved 129,034 708 129,742 

Total liabilities and fund balances $ 208,522 $ 1,250 $ 209,772 

See notes to financial statements. 203 



  
    
         
    

  
    
      
    

  
    
      
      
   

  

  

   

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Public Records 
Modernization 

Trust Teen Court 
REVENUES 
Charges for services 
General government 
Recording of legal instruments 172,483$ -$ 

Court related - 41,462 
Total revenues 172,483 41,462 

EXPENDITURES 
General Government 
Financial and administrative 
Operating expenses 48,460 -

Total general government 48,460 -

Court related 
Judicial 
Operating expenses 131,076 40,867 
Capital outlay 5,520 -

Total court related 136,596 40,867 
Total expenditures 185,056 40,867 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures (12,573) 595 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Interfund transfers in (47,270) -

Net change in fund balances (59,843) 595 
Fund balances at beginning of year 188,877 113 
Fund balances at end of year 129,034$ 708$ 

Totals 

$ 172,483 
41,462 

213,945 

48,460 
48,460 

171,943 
5,520 

177,463 
225,923 

(11,978) 

(47,270) 
(59,248) 
188,990 

$ 129,742 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

AGENCY FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 
September 30, 2007 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Dishonored checks receivable 

Total assets 

Clerk Trust 

1,645,162$ 
14,479 

1,659,641$ 

Employee 
Sunshine 

1,140$ 
-

1,140$ 

Domestic 
Relations 

4,756$ 
-

4,756$ 

Jury and 
Witness 

5,161$ 
-

5,161$ 

Public Defender 
Occupancy 

Trust 

33,381$ 
-

33,381$ 

Registry 
of the Court 

80,352$ 
-

80,352$ 

$ 

$ 

Totals 

1,769,952 
14,479 

1,784,431 

LIABILITIES 
Due to other funds 
Due to Board of County 
Commissioners 

Due to other governmental units 
Interest payable 
Deposits held in trust 
Installment payable 
Court fees payable 
Juvenile installments 
Bond liability 
Tax deeds 
Other current liabilities 

Total liabilities 

225,662$ 

51,606 
319,174 

-
131,832 

7,318 
649,705 

2,339 
171,946 
99,043 
1,016 

1,659,641$ 

-$ 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

1,140 
1,140$ 

696$ 

-
1,560 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-

2,500 
4,756$ 

-$ 

-
5,161 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

5,161$ 

357$ 

-
33,024 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

33,381$ 

17$ 

-
-

16,974 
63,361 

-
-
-
-
-
-

80,352$ 

$ 

$ 

226,732 

51,606 
358,919 
16,974 

195,193 
7,318 

649,705 
2,339 

171,946 
99,043 
4,656 

1,784,431 

See notes to financial statements. 206 



      

    

      

  

    

      

      

      

      

                                                                  

    

      

      

                                                                              

                                                        

    

  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 

AGENCY FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS FUND 

Assets 

Cash 

Total assets 

Liabilities 

Due to other funds 

Due to other governmental units 

Total liabilities 

JURY AND WITNESS FUND 

Assets 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Due to other governmental units 

PUBLIC DEFENDER 

OCCUPANCY TRUST FUND 

Assets 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Due to other funds 

Due to Public Defender 

Total liabilities 

REGISTRY OF COURT FUND 

Assets 

Cash 

Liabilities 

Due to other funds 

Interest payable 

Deposits held in escrow 

Total liabilities 

(Continued) 

Balance 

October 1 

2006 

$ 2,574 

$ 2,574 

$ 694 

1,880 

$ 2,574 

$ 3,605 

$ 3,605 

$ 36,324 

$ 388 

35,936 

$ 36,324 

$ 53,419 

$ 6 

16,853 

36,560 

$ 53,419 

Additions 

$ 33,188 

$ 33,188 

$ 9,140 

24,048 

$ 33,188 

$ 32,460 

$ 32,460 

$ 76,921 

$ 357 

76,564 

$ 76,921 

$ 1,076,083 

$ 17 

155 

1,075,911 

$ 1,076,083 

Balance 

September 30, 

Deductions 2007 

$ 31,006 $ 4,756 

$ 31,006 $ 4,756 

$ 9,138 $ 696 

21,868 4,060 

$ 31,006 $ 4,756 

$ 30,904 $ 5,161 

$ 30,904 $ 5,161 

$ 79,864 $ 33,381 

$ 388 $ 357 

79,476 33,024 

$ 79,864 $ 33,381 

$ 1,049,150 $ 80,352 

$ 6 $ 17 

34 16,974 

1,049,110 63,361 

$ 1,049,150 $ 80,352 

See notes to financial statements. 207 



      

                                                                  
    

      

                                       

                                                              

                                            

                                          

                                                    

                                          

                                            

                                                    
    

  

      

      

      

                                                
    

      

                                    

                                                            

                                              

                                                                     

  

                                      

                                                  

                                          

                                          

                                                  
    

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 

AGENCY FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Balance Balance 

October 1 September 30, 

2006 Additions Deductions 2007 

TRUST FUND 

Assets 

Cash $ 1,509,753 $ 11,450,089 $ 11,314,679 $ 1,645,163 

Dishonored checks receivable 18,032 13,156 16,710 14,478 
Total assets $ 1,527,785 $ 11,463,245 $ 11,331,389 $ 1,659,641 

Liabilities 

Due to other funds $ 230,418 $ 2,901,260 $ 2,906,016 $ 225,662 

Due to other governmental units 545,984 6,997,958 7,173,162 370,780 

Installments payable 7,318 - - 7,318 

Deposits in suspense 117,562 36,029 21,759 131,832 

Court liability fees payable 387,095 646,704 384,094 649,705 

Juvenile installments 2,242 35,851 35,754 2,339 

Bond liability 130,685 433,770 392,509 171,946 

Tax deeds sales 101,928 204,242 207,127 99,043 

Other current liabilities 4,553 59,889 63,426 1,016 
Total liabilities $ 1,527,785 $ 11,315,703 $ 11,183,847 $ 1,659,641 

EMPLOYEE SUNSHINE FUND 

Assets 
Cash $ 597 $ 2,900 $ 2,357 $ 1,140 

Liabilities 
Other current liabilities $ 597 $ 2,900 $ 2,357 $ 1,140 

TOTALS - ALL FUNDS 

Assets 

Cash $ 1,606,272 $ 12,671,641 $ 12,507,960 $ 1,769,953 

Dishonored checks receivable 18,032 13,156 16,710 14,478 
Total assets $ 1,624,304 $ 12,684,797 $ 12,524,670 $ 1,784,431 

Liabilities 

Due to other funds $ 231,506 $ 2,910,774 $ 2,915,548 $ 226,732 

Due to other governmental units 587,405 7,131,030 7,305,410 413,025 

Interest payable 16,853 155 34 16,974 

Deposits in suspense 117,562 36,029 21,759 131,832 

Installments payable 7,318 - - 7,318 

Court fees payable 387,095 646,704 384,094 649,705 

Deposits held in escrow 36,560 1,075,911 1,049,110 63,361 

Juvenile installments 2,242 35,851 35,754 2,339 

Bond liability 130,685 433,770 392,509 171,946 

Tax deeds sales 101,928 204,242 207,127 99,043 

Other current liabilities 5,150 62,789 65,783 2,156 
Total liabilities $ 1,624,304 $ 12,537,255 $ 12,377,128 $ 1,784,431 

See notes to financial statements. 208 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED 
ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated July 
28, 2008. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards , issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting – In planning and performing our audit, we considered 
Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit Court’s internal control over financial reporting as a basis for 
designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, 
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Columbia County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court’s internal control over financial reporting.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit Court’s internal control over financial reporting. 

A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect 
misstatements on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination of control 
deficiencies, that adversely affects the Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit Court’s ability to initiate, 
authorize, record, process, or report financial data reliably in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles such that there is more than a remote likelihood that a misstatement of the 
Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit Court’s financial statements that is more than inconsequential will 
not be prevented or detected by the Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit Court’s internal control. 

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significant deficiencies, that results in 
more than a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements will not be 
prevented or detected by the Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit Court’s internal control. 

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the 
first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in internal control that 
might be significant deficienc ies or material weaknesses.  We did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control over financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. 

Compliance and Other Matters - As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Columbia 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court’s financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 
statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Columbia 
County, the Board of County Commissioners, and the Auditor General of Florida, and is not intended to 
be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
July 28, 2008 

210 



  

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

   

 
 

  
 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Honorable Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the financial statements of the Columbia County Clerk of the Circuit Court (the Clerk), 
as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated June 30, 
2006. We have also issued our report on compliance and on internal control over financial reporting. 
That report should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Additionally, our audit was conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General , which govern the 
conduct of local governmental entity audits performed in the State of Florida and require that the certain 
items be addressed in this letter. 

PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

There were no reportable findings in the prior year. 

CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 

Travel – From our review of selected travel vouchers, we found that a per diem payment was accidentally 
miscalculated and the traveling employees were overpaid . To assure proper calculation of travel 
reimbursements, we recommend that all travel vouchers be carefully reviewed prior to being paid. 

AUDITOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE MATTERS 

Annual Local Government Financial Report - The Financial Report filed with the Department of Financial 
Services pursuant to Section 218.32(1)(a), Florida Statutes , is in agreement with the accompanying 
financial statements of Columbia County, Florida, for the year ended September 30, 2007.  The financial 
statements of the Clerk of the Circuit Court are combined with other County agencies in that report. 

Investment of Public Funds - The Clerk of the Circuit Court complied with Section 218.415, Florida 
Statutes , regarding the investment of public funds during the fiscal year. 

Financial Emergency Status - Nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court had met any of the conditions described in Section 218.503(1) (a), Florida Statutes , that 
might result in a financial emergency. 

Financial Condition Assessment - As required by the Rules of the Auditor General (Sections 10.544(7)(c) 
and 10.556(7)), we applied financial condition assessment procedures.  It is management's responsibility 
to monitor the entity's financial condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on 
representations made by management and the review of financial information they provided. 

Requirements of Section 28.35, Florida Statutes - For the fiscal year ended September 30, 2007, the 
Clerk complied with the following: 

211 



  

 
  
  

 

 
 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

a. The budget certified by the Florida Clerk of Courts Operations Corporation 
b. The performance standards developed and certified to Section 28.35, Florida Statutes 

Our audit did not disclose any further items that would be required to be reported under the Rules of the 
Auditor General, Chapter 10.550. 

CONCLUSION - We have reviewed information regarding our audit with the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and have provided appropriate documentation as requested. We very much enjoyed the challenges and 
experiences associated with this year's audit of the Clerk of the Circuit Court.  We appreciate the overall 
high quality of the financial records and personnel in the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s Office.  We also 
appreciate the helpful assistance and courtesy afforded us by these employee s. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
July 28, 2008 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Honorable Property Appraiser 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Property 
Appraiser (Property Appraiser), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, as listed in the table of 
contents. These special purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Property Appraiser.  
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these special purpose financial statements based on our 
audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the special purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessin g the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion. 

The accompanying financial statement s were prepared for the purpose of complying with state reporting 
requirements, as described in Note 1, and are intended to present the financial position and results of 
operations of only that portion of the financial reporting entity of Columbia County, Florida, that is 
attributable to the transactions of the Property Appraiser. 

In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Property Appraiser, as of September 30, 2007, and the results of its 
operations and budgetary comparisons for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 

In accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards , we have also issued a report dated April 30, 2008, 
on our consideration of the Property Appraiser's internal control over financial reporting and on our tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and other matters.  The purpose 
of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over 
financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the 
results of our audit. 

POWELL & JONES 
April 30, 2008 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

PROPERTY APPRAISER 

GENERAL FUND 

BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Cash $ 29,249 
Accounts receivable 766 

Total assets $ 30,015 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 
LIABILITIES 
Current liabilities 
Due to Board of County Commissioners $ 26,449 
Due to other governmental units 3,566 

Total liabilities and fund balance $ 30,015 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

PROPERTY APPRAISER 

GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance 

REVENUES 
Charges for services 
General government 
County officer fees 
Columbia County Industrial 
Development Authority 

Lake Shore Hospital Authority 
Suwannee River Water 
Management District 

Total charges for services 

$ 

Budget 

7,974 
102,202 

28,698 
138,874 

$ 

Actual 

7,769 
99,578 

27,961 
135,308 

(

$ 

Positive 
Negative) 

(205) 
(2,624) 

(737) 
(3,566) 

Miscellaneous 
Interest earnings 
Other miscellaneous 

Total miscellaneous 
Total revenues 

-
-
-

138,874 

3,566 
916 

4,482 
139,790 

3,566 
916 

4,482 
916 

EXPENDITURES 
General government 
Financial and administrative 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 

Total expenditures 

1,007,123 
162,103 

1,169,226 

995,586 
148,107 

1,143,693 

11,537 
13,996 
25,533 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures (1,030,352) (1,003,903) 26,449 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Transfers from Board of County 
Commissioners 1,030,352 1,003,903 (26,449) 

Net change in fund balance - - -

Fund balance beginning of year 
Fund balance end of year $ 

-
- $ 

-
- $ 

-
-

See note to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROPERTY APPRAISER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

September 30, 2007 

NOTE 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The following is a summary of the more significant accounting policies of the Columbia County Property 
Appraiser (Property Appraiser). 

A. Reporting Entity - The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) in its Statement No. 
14, "The Financial Reporting Entity," as amended by GASB 39, “Determining Whether Certain 
Organizations are Component Units an Amendment of GASB Statement 14,” establishes standards for 
defining the financial reporting entity. In developing these standards, the GASB assumed that all 
governmental organizations are responsible to elected officials at the federal, state, or local level. 
Financial reporting by a state or local government should report the elected officials' accountability for 
those organizations. 

The Property Appraiser, as established by Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Florida, is an 
elected official of the County. Although the Property Appraiser's Office is operationally autonomous from 
the Board of County Commissioners, it does not hold sufficient corporate powers of its own to be 
considered a legally separate entity for financial reporting purposes.  Therefore, the Property Appraiser is 
reported as a part of the primary government of Columbia County, Florida. The Property Appraiser's 
financial statements do not purport to reflect the financial position or the results of operations of 
Columbia County, Florida, taken as a whole. 

These special purpose financial statements of the Property Appraiser are issued separately to comply with 
Section 10.557(4), Rules of the Auditor General for Local Governmental Entity Audits , pursuant to Section 
11.45(3), Florida Statutes . 

B. Fund Accounting - Accounts are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of 
which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a 
separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund entity, revenues and 
expenditures. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon 
the purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled.  
The funds and account group utilized by the Property Appraiser are as follows: 

(i) Governmental Fund 
General Fund - The General Fund of the Property Appraiser is used to account for all 
financia l resources, which are generated from operations of the office or any other 
resources not required to be accounted for in another fund. 

C. Basis of Accounting - The "Basis of Accounting" refers to when revenues and expenditures and 
the related assets and liabilities are recognized in the accounting records and reported in the financial 
statements. The Property Appraiser currently maintains his accounting records on the cash basis. 
However, for financial statement purposes appropriate adjustments are made to report the governmental 
fund type using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis, revenues are 
generally recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Expenditures 
are reported when incurred with the exception of prepaid expenses and principal and interest on general 
long-term obligations.  Encumbrance accounting is not utilized by the Property Appraiser. 

D. Budget - Chapter 129, Florida Statutes , requires that budgets be adopted for all funds as may 
be required by law, sound financial practices, and generally accepted accounting principles and that 
budgets be adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 
Pursuant to this requirement, the County adopts an annual comprehensive appropriations budget, which 
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includes the operating budget of the Property Appraiser. The Property Appraiser's budget is also subject 
to approval by the Florida Department of Revenue. 

In the budget comparisons included in these financial statements, both the amounts budgeted and the 
actual amounts reported are presented on the GAAP basis. Budgetary comparisons present the 
appropriated budget of the Property Appraiser, which was amended during the year. 

E. Cash and Investments - Deposits are carried at cost which approximates market value. The 
carrying amount of deposits is separately displayed on the balance sheet as "Cash." At September 30, 
2007, the book balance of the Property Appraiser's deposits was $29,249.  The total bank balance was 
covered by federal depository insurance. 

F. Inventories - It is the policy of the Property Appraiser to record the acquisition of supplies as 
expenditures at the time of purchase. The amount of supplies on hand at any one time would be a 
nominal amount and considered to be immaterial. 

G. Fixed Assets - Fixed assets used in the Supervisor of Elections’ operations are accounted for in 
the Board of County Commissioner’s general fixed assets accounts.  All fixed assets acquired by purchase 
are recorded at historical cost.  Donated assets are recorded at estimated fair market value at the date 
donated. Depreciation on equipment is provided on the straight -line basis over useful lives of three to 
twelve years. 

H. Compensated Absences - Compensated absences are absences for which employees will be 
paid, such as vacation and sick leave. A liability for compensated absences that are attributable to 
services already rendered and that are not contingent on a specific event that is outside the control of 
the government and its employees is accrued as employees earn the rights to the benefits. Compensated 
absences that relate to future services or that are contingent on a specific event that is outside the 
control of the government and its employees are accounted for in the period in which such services are 
rendered or such events take place. 

In the governmental funds, compensated absences that are expected to be liquidated with expendable 
available financial resources are reported as an expenditure and fund liability in the fund that will pay for 
them. The remainder of the compensated absences liability is reported in the general long-term debt 
accounts of the Board of County Commissioners. 

I. Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain 
reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 

J. Risk Management - The Property Appraiser is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; 
theft of, damage to and destruction of assets; errors or omissions; injuries to employees and the public; 
or damage to property of others. 

The Property Appraiser directly purchases insurance and participates in the risk management program 
through the Columbia County Board of County Commissioners which uses commercial insurance and a 
public entity risk pool to cover certain risks from loss. 

NOTE 3. PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description - The Property Appraiser contributes to the Florida Retirement System ("System"), a 
cost-sharing multiple -employer defined benefit plan administered by the State of Florida, Department of 
Administration, Division of Retirement. The System provides retirement, disability or death benefits to 
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retirees or their designated beneficiaries. Chapter 121, Florida Statutes , establishes the authority for 
benefit provisions. Changes to the law can only occur through an act of the Florida Legislature. The 
System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Florida 
Retirement System, 2639 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida, or by calling (850) 488-5706. 

Funding Policy - The System is employee noncontributory. The Property Appraiser is required to 
contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The rates at September 30, 2007 were as follows:  Regular 
Employees 9.85%; Senior Management 13.12%; Elected Officials 16.53%.  The contribution 
requirements of plan members and the Property Appraiser are established and may be amended by the 
Florida Legislature. The Property Appraiser's contributions to the System for the years ending September 
30, 2007, 2006 and 2005 were $87,744, $70,786, and $59,182,  respectively equal to the required 
contributions for each year. 

NOTE 4. OPERATING LEASE 

The Property Appraiser has an operating lease agreement with Canon Financial Services, Inc. for a 
microfilm reader.  The agreement is being paid in sixty monthly installments of $470. Future minimum 
non-cancelable lease payments are as follows: 

Year Ending 

September 30 

2008 5,644 

2009 3,763 
$ 9,407 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Property Appraiser 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Property Appraiser, as 
of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated April 30, 2008.  
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting - In planning and performing our audit, we considered the 
Columbia County Property Appraiser's internal control over financial reporting as a basis for designing our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Columbia County Property Appraiser’s 
internal control over financial report ing.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Columbia County Property Appraiser’s internal control over financial reporting. 

A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect 
misstatements on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination of control 
deficiencies, that adversely affects the Columbia County Property Appraiser’s ability to initiate, authorize, 
record, process, or report financial data reliably in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles, such that there is more than a remote likelihood that a misstatement of the Columbia County 
Property Appraiser’s financial statements that is more than inconsequential will not be prevented or 
detected by the Columbia County Property Appraiser’s internal control. 

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significa nt deficiencies, that results in 
more than a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements will not be 
prevented or detected by the Columbia County Property Appraiser’s internal control. 

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the 
first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in internal control that 
might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control over financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. 

Compliance and Other Matters - As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Columbia 
County Property Appraiser's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with 
which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financia l statement amounts.  
However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit 
and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance and other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards . 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Property Appraiser of Columbia County, 
and the Board of County Commissioners, and the Auditor General of Florida, and is not intended to be 
and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

POWELL & JONES 
April 30, 2008 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Honorable Property Appraiser 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the financial statements of the Columbia County Property Appraiser, as of and for the 
year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated April 30, 2008.  We have also 
issued our report on compliance and on internal control over financial reporting. That report should be 
considered in conjunction with this management letter. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Additionally, our audit was conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General , which govern the 
conduct of local governmental entity audits performed in the State of Florida and require that the certain 
items be addressed in this letter. 

PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

There were no reportable findings in the prior year. 

CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 

There were no reportable findings in the current year. 

AUDITOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE MATTERS 

Annual Local Government Financial Report - The Financial Report filed with the Department of Financial 
Services pursuant to Section 218.32(1)(a), Florida Statutes , is in agreement with the accompanying 
financial statements of Columbia County, Florida, for the year ended September 30, 2007.  The financial 
statements of the Property Appraiser are combined with other County agencies in that report. 

Investment of Public Funds - The Property Appraiser complied with Section 218.415, Florida Statutes , 
regarding the investment of public funds during the fiscal year. 

Financial Emergency Status - Nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the Property 
Appraiser had met any of the conditions in Section 218.503(1) (a), Florida Statutes , that might result in a 
financial emergency. 

Financial Condition Assessment - As required by the Rules of the Auditor General (Sections 10.544(7)(c) 
and 10.556(7)), we applied financial condition assessment procedures.  It is management's responsibility 
to monitor the entity's financial condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on 
representations made by management and the review of financial information they provided. 
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Our audit did not disclose any further items that would be required to be reported under the Rules of the 
Auditor General , Chapter 10.550. 

CONCLUSION - We have reviewed information regarding our audit with the Property Appraiser and 
have provided appropriate documentation as requested. We very much enjoyed the challenges and 
experiences associated with this year's examination of the County. We appreciate the helpful assistance 
of all County employees in completing this year's audit. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
April 30, 2008 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Honorable Sheriff 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Sheriff 
(Sheriff), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, as listed in the table of contents. These 
special purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Sheriff. Our responsibility is to express 
an opinion on these special purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the special purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and signific ant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion. 

The accompanying financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with state reporting 
requirements, as described in Note 1, and are intended to present the financial position and results of 
operations of only that portion of the financial reporting entity of Columbia County, Florida that is 
attributable to the transacti ons of the Sheriff. 

In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Sheriff, as of September 30, 2007, and the results of its operations 
and budgetary comparisons for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards , we have also issued a report dated July 3, 2008, on 
our consideration of the Sheriff's internal control over financial reporting and our tests on its compliance 
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts , grant agreements, and other matters.  The 
purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting 
and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over 
financial reporting or compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance 
with Governmen t Auditing Standards and should be considered in assessing the results of our audit. 

Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the special purpose financial statements 
taken as a whole. The combining and individual fund financial statements listed in the table of contents 
are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the special purpose 
financial statements of the Sheriff. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the special purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented, in 
all material respects, in relation to the special purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

POWELL & JONES 
July 3, 2008 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 
COMBINED BALANCE SHEET 

ALL FUND TYPES 

September 30, 2007 

Fiduciary 
Governmental Funds Fund Types 

Special Totals 
General Revenue Agency (Memorandum 
Fund Funds Funds Only) 

ASSETS 

Current assets 

Cash $ 350,975 742,549$ $ 212,983 $ 1,306,507 

Accounts receivable 85,610 - 8,290 93,900 

Due from other governmental units 73,011 2,213 - 75,224 

Total assets $ 509,596 744,762$ $ 221,273 $ 1,475,631 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

LIABILITIES 

Current liabilities 

Accounts payable $ 466,551 -$ $ 2,592 $ 469,143 

Accrued liabilities - 345 - 345 

Due to Board of County Commissioners 36,355 7,309 43,664 

Deferred revenue 6,690 - - 6,690 

Other current liabilities - - 211,372 211,372 

Total current liabilities 509,596 345 221,273 731,214 

FUND BALANCES 

Fund balance undesignated - 744,417 - 744,417 

Total liabilities and fund balances $ 509,596 744,762$ $ 221,273 $ 1,475,631 

See notes to financial statements. 231 



     

  

  

  

  

    

  

    

   

  

  

    

   

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Totals 

Special Revenue (Memorandum 

General Fund Funds Only) 

REVENUES 

Intergovernmental $ 127,566 -$ 127,566$ 

Charges for services 238,923 171,892 410,815 

Fines and forfeitures - 734,275 734,275 

Miscellaneous 3,350 123,459 126,809 

Total revenue 369,839 1,029,626 1,399,465 

EXPENDITURES 

Current expenditures 

Public safety 12,315,030 535,723 12,850,753 

Capital outlay 

Public safety 537,366 174,359 711,725 

Debt service 89,377 - 89,377 

Total expenditures 12,941,773 710,082 13,651,855 

Excess of revenues over (under) 

expenditures (12,571,934) 319,544 (12,252,390) 

Other Financing Sources 

Transfers from Board of County 

Commissioners 12,571,934 95,073 12,667,007 

Total other financing sources 12,571,934 95,073 12,667,007 

Net change in fund balances - 414,617 414,617 

Fund balances at beginning of year - 329,800 329,800 

Fund balances at end of year -$ 744,417$ 744,417$ 

232 
See notes to financial statments. 



                           

        

  

  

  

  

    

  

    

  

  

  

    

      

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

General Fund Special Revenue Funds 

REVENUES 

Intergovernmental 

Charges for services 

Fines and forfeitures 

Miscellaneous 

Total revenue 

$ 

Budget 

93,581 

-

-

-

93,581 

$ 

Actual 

127,566 

238,923 

-

3,350 

369,839 

$ 

Variance 

Positive 

(Negative) 

33,985 

238,923 

-

3,350 

276,258 

$ 

Budget 

-

171,892 

734,275 

123,459 

1,029,626 

$ 

Actual 

-

171,892 

734,275 

123,459 

1,029,626 

Variance 

Positive 

(Negative) 

-$ 

-

-

-

-

EXPENDITURES 

Current expenditures 

Public safety 

Capital outlay 

Public safety 

Debt service 

Total expenditures 

12,047,356 

635,230 

-

12,682,586 

12,315,030 

537,366 

89,377 

12,941,773 

(267,674) 

97,864 

(89,377) 

(259,187) 

535,723 

174,359 

710,082 

535,723 

174,359 

710,082 

-

-

-

Excess of revenues over (under) 

expenditures (12,589,005) (12,571,934) 17,071 319,544 319,544 -

Other Financing Sources 

Transfers from Board of County 

Commissioners 

Total other financing sources 

Net change in fund balances 

12,589,005 

12,589,005 

-

12,571,934 

12,571,934 

-

(17,071) 

(17,071) 

-

95,073 

95,073 

414,617 

95,073 

95,073 

414,617 

-

-

-

Fund balances at beginning of year - - - 329,800 329,800 -

Fund balances at end of year $ - $ - $ - $ 744,417 $ 744,417 $ -

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

September 30, 2007 

NOTE 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A. Reporting Entity - The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) in its Statement No. 
14, "The Financial Reporting Entity ," as amended by GASB 39 “Determining Whether Certain 
Organizations are Component Units an Amendment of GASB Statement 14,” establishes standards for 
defining the financial reporting entity. In developing these standards, the GASB assumed that all 
governmental organizations are responsible to elected officials at the federal, state, or local level.  
Financial reporting by a state or local government should report the elected officials' accountability for 
those organizations. 

The Sheriff, as established by Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Florida, is an elected official 
of the County. Although the Sheriff's Office is operationally autonomous from the Board of County 
Commissioners, it does not hold sufficient corporate powers of its own to be considered a legally separate 
entity for financial reporting purposes. Therefore, the Sheriff is reported as a part of the primary 
government of Columbia County, Florida. The Sheriff's financial statements do not purport to reflect the 
financial position or the results of operations of Columbia County, Florida, taken as a whole. 

These special purpose financial statements of the Sheriff are issued separately to comply with Section 
10.557(4), Rules of the Auditor General for Local Governmental Entity Audits, pursuant to Section 
11.45(3), Florida Statutes . 

B. Fund Accounting - Accounts are organized on the basis of funds. each of which is considered a 
separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-
balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund entity, revenues and expenditures.  
Government al resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes 
for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled.  The funds and 
account group utilized by the Sheriff are as follows: 

(i) Governmental Funds 
General Fund - The General Fund of the Sheriff is used to account for all financial 
resources, which are generated from operation s of the office or any other resources not 
required to be accounted for in another fund. 

Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds 
of specific revenue sources which are legally restricted to expenditures for specified 
purposes. As of September 30, 2007, the Sheriff maintained the following Special 
Revenue Funds: 

Minimum Standards School 
Forfeiture 
Inmate Welfare 
Forfeiture - Non Grant 
Work Program 
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(ii) Fiduciary Funds 
Agency Funds - Agency Funds are used to account for assets held by the Sheriff as an 
agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments, and/or other funds. 
Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
measurement of results of operations. The following Agency Funds are maintained by 
the Sheriff: 

Bond and Fine 
Inmate Trust 

C. Basis of Accounting - The "Basis of Accounting" refers to when revenues and expenditures, 
and the related assets and liabilities, are recognized in the accounting records and reported in the 
financial statements. The Sheriff currently maintains his accounting records for all funds on the cash 
basis. However, for financial statement purposes appropriate adjustments are made to report 
governmental and fiduciary fund types using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the 
modified accrual basis, revenues are generally recognized when they become measurable and available 
as net current assets. Expenditures are reported when incurred with the exception of prepaid expenses 
and principal and interest on general long-term obligations. 

D. Budget - Chapter 129, Florida Statutes , requires that budgets be adopted for all funds as may 
be required by law, sound financial practices, and generally accepted accounting principles and that 
budgets be adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 
Pursuant to this requirement, the County adopts an annual comprehensive appropriations budget. 

In the budget comparisons included in these financial statements, both the amounts budgeted and the 
actual amounts reported are presented on the GAAP basis. Budgetary comparisons present the 
appropriated budget of the Sheriff. 

E. Cash and Investments - Deposits are carried at cost which approximates market value. The 
carrying amount of deposits is separately displayed on the balance sheet as "Cash." 

At September 30, 2007, the book balance of the Sheriff's deposits was $1,306,507 . These balances were 
covered by federal depository insurance and collateral held at various qualified public depositories. 
Chapter 280, Florida Statutes , defines the eligible collateral for these qualified public depositories. 

The collateral for the Sheriff's deposits is categorized to give an indication of the level of risk assumed by 
the Sheriff at year end. Category 1 includes deposits that are insured or registered or for which the 
securities are held by the Sheriff or his agent in the Sheriff's name. Category 2 includes uninsured and 
unregistered deposits for which the securities are held by the counterparty's trust department or agent in 
the Sheriff's name. Category 3 includes uninsured or unregistered deposits for which the securities are 
held by the counterparty's trust department or agent, but not in the Sheriff's name. 

Bank Deposit Category Bank 
Covered by 1 2 3 Balance 

Eligible collateral $ 1,106,507 $ - $ - $ 1,106,507 
FDIC Insurance 200,000 - - 200,000 
Total deposits $ 1,306,507 $ - $ - $ 1,306,507 
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F. Inventories - It is the policy of the Sherif f to record the acquisition of supplies as expenditures 
at the time of purchase. The amount of supplies on hand at any one time would be a nominal amount 
and considered to be immaterial. 

G. Fixed Assets - Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in the 
general fixed assets accounts. All fixed assets acquired by purchase are recorded at historical cost. 
Donated assets are recorded at estimated fair market value at the date donated. 

H. Compensated Absences - Compensated absences are absences for which employees will be 
paid, such as vacation and sick leave. A liability for compensated absences that are attributable to 
services already rendered and that are not contingent on a specific event that is outside the control of 
the government and its employees is accrued as employees earn the rights to the benefits.  Compensated 
absences that relate to future services or that are contingent on a specific event that is outside the 
control of the government and its employees are accounted for in the period in which such services are 
rendered or such events take place. 

In the governmental funds, compensated absences that are expected to be liquidated with expendable 
available financial resources are reported as an expenditure and fund liability in the fund that will pay for 
them. The remainder of the compensated absences liability is reported in the general long-term debt 
accounts of the Board of County Commissioners. 

I. Total Column on the Combined Statements - The total column on the combined statements 
is captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data 
in this column does not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in cash flows in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, nor is such data comparable to a consolidation.  
Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

J. Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain 
reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 

K. Risk Management - The Sheriff is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, 
damage to and destruction of assets; errors or omissions; injuries to employees and the public; or 
damage to property of others. The Sheriff directly purchases insurance and participates in the risk 
management program through the Columbia County Board of County Commissioners which uses 
commercial insurance and a public entity risk pool to cover certain risks from loss. 

NOTE 2. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Balance Prior Period Balance 

10/01/06 Adjustment Additions Deletions 09/30/07 
Equipment 4,498,822$ 44,487$ 711,725$ (735,174)$ 4,519,860$ 

NOTE 3. PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description - The Sheriff contributes to the Florida Retirement System ("System"), a cost-sharing 
multiple -employer defined benefit plan administered by the State of Florida, Department of 
Administration, Division of Retirement. The System provides retirement, disability or death benefits to 
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retirees or their designated beneficiaries. Chapter 121, Florida Statutes , establishes the authority for 
benefit provisions. Changes to the law can only occur through an act of the Florida Legislature. The 
System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Florida 
Retirement System, 2639 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida, or by calling (850) 488-5706. 

Funding Policy - The System is employee noncontributor y.  The Sheriff is required to contribute at an 
actuarially determined rate. The rates at September 30, 2007 were as follows:  Regular Employees 
9.85%; Special Risk Employees 20.92%; Senior Management 13.12%; Elected Officials 16.53%, 
employees electing the DROP program 10.91%.  The contribution requirements of plan members and the 
Sheriff are established and may be amended by the Florida Legislature. The Sheriff's contributions to the 
System for the years ending September 30, 2007, 2006 and 2005 were $1,173,160, $1,017,930 , and 
$967,629, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

NOTE 4. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES 

Amounts received or receivable from grantor agencies are subject to audit and adjustment by grantor 
agencies, principally the State and Federal governments. Any disallowed claims, including amounts 
already collected, may constitute a liability of the applicable funds. The amount, if any, of expenditures 
which may be disallowed by the grantor cannot be determined at this time, although the Sheriff and 
Board of County Commissioners expect such amounts, if any, to be immaterial. 

The Sheriff is defendant in various pending or threatened litigation. Although the outcome of these 
lawsuits is not presently determinable, in the opinion of the Sheriff's counsel, the resolution of these 
matters will not have a material adverse effect on the financial condition of the Sheriff. 

NOTE 5. RISK MANAGEMENT 

The Sheriff participates in various public entity risk pools for certain of its insurance coverages.  Under 
these insurance risk pools, the Sheriff entity risk pool pays annual premiums to the pools for its insurance 
coverages. The agreements for formation of the pools provide that the pools will be self-sustaining 
through member premiums and will reinsure through commercial companies for claims in excess of 
specific amounts. 

The Sheriff continues to carry commercial insurance for other risks of loss. Settled claims resulting from 
these risks have not exceeded commercial insurance coverage in any of the past three fiscal years. 

The pooling agreements allow for the pools to make additional assessments to make the pools self-
sustaining. It is not possible to estimate the amount of such additional assessments, which might have 
to be paid by the Sheriff. 

The pooling agreements require the pool to be self-sustaining. It is not possible to estimate the amount 
of losses, which might have to be borne by the Sheriff. 
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NOTE 6. DEFERRED REVENUE 

The Sheriff reports deferred revenue, if applicable, on the combined balance sheet.  Deferred revenues 
arise when a potential revenue does not meet both the “measurable” and “available” criteria for 
recognition in the current period. Deferred revenues also arise when resources are received by the 
government before it has a legal claim to them, as when grant monies are received prior to the 
incurrence of qualifying expenditures. In subsequent periods, when both revenue recognition criteria are 
met, or when the government has a legal claim to the resources, the liability for deferred revenue is 
removed from the combined balance sheet and revenue is recognized. 

NOTE 7. LONG-TERM DEBT 

In March, 2006, the Sheriff entered into an agreement with Computer Information Systems, Inc., to 
purchase hardware and server software in the amount of $268,130.  This agreement called for three 
payments of $89,377.  This equipment and software was for a computer information system that 
accommodate s operating, jail, Courthouse, and dispatching. This debt was paid off in the current year. 

NOTE 8. PRIOR PERIOD ADJUSTMENT 

There is a $44,487 prior period adjustment to the general fixed assets in the current year. This 
adjustment was made after a comprehensive inventory of fixed assets conducted at September 30, 2007. 

NOTE 9. OPERATING LEASES 

The Sheriff has several operating lease agreements for property and equipment with noncancellable 
terms. These leases are considered for accounting purposes, to be operating leases. Lease expenditures 
for the fiscal year totaled $32,654.  The future minimum payments under these leases at September 30, 
2007, are as follows: 

Year Ending 
September 30 Minimum Lease Payment 

2008 $ 40,387 
2009 29,009 
2010 21,608 
2011 15,725 
2012 2,068 

$ 108,797 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

GENERAL FUND 

BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

ASSETS 
Current assets 
Cash $ 350,975 
Accounts receivable 85,610 
Due from other governmental units 73,011 

Total assets $ 509,596 

LIABILITIES 
Liabilities 
Accounts payable $ 466,551 
Revenues collected in advance 6,690 
Due to Board of County Commissioners 36,355 

Total liabilities $ 509,596 

See notes to financial statements. 240 



              

  

    

          

      

      

  

        

          

  

    

  

    

    

    

    

  

  

    

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

    

  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 
GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 

REVENUES 

Intergovernmental revenue 

Federal grants 

E. Byrne Memorial 

STOP 

Bullet proof vest 

Charges for Services 

Public safety 

Police services 

Miscellaneous 

Other 

Total revenue 

Expenditures 

Administration 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Capital outlay 

Debt service 

Total administration 

Road Patrol 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Capital outlay 

Total road patrol 

Detective 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Total Detective 

Courts Judicial 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Capital outlay 

Total court judicial 

(Continued) 

See notes to financial statements. 
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IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance With 

Final Budget 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

Original Final Amounts (Negative) 

$ - $ 35,172 $ 38,101 $ 2,929 

- 58,409 72,321 13,912 

- - 17,144 17,144 

- - 238,923 238,923 

- - 3,350 3,350 

- 93,581 369,839 276,258 

932,899 929,039 859,572 69,467 

124,594 152,102 92,199 59,903 

- 45,867 26,272 19,595 

- - 89,377 (89,377) 

1,057,493 1,127,008 1,067,420 59,588 

2,011,181 

540,132 

125,000 

2,676,313 

685,786 

164,755 

850,541 

972,621 

180,666 

-

1,153,287 

2,020,333 

545,643 

530,396 

3,096,372 

696,950 

171,966 

868,916 

1,067,822 

180,166 

18,505 

1,266,493 

2,061,349 

654,976 

466,020 

3,182,345 

(41,016) 

(109,333) 

64,376 

(85,973) 

747,725 

164,852 

912,577 

(50,775) 

7,114 

(43,661) 

934,950 

191,212 

10,211 

1,136,373 

132,872 

(11,046) 

8,294 

130,120 



              

  

        

    

    

    

  

    

    

    

  

  

    

    

    

   

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

  

    

    

    

  

  

    

  

    

  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 
GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 

Records Evidence 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Capital outlay 

Total records evidence 

Communications 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Capital outlay 

Total communications 

Corrections 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Capital outlay 

Total corrections 

Sheriff Task Force 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Total Sheriff Task Force 

Community Affairs 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Total community affairs 

Bullet Proof Vest 

Operating expenses 

STOP 

Personal services 

Operating expenses 

Captial outlay 

Total Stop 

E. Byrne Memorial Grant 

Personal services 

Operation Snow Wash 

Personal services 

Total Operation Snow Wash 

Total expenditures 

(Continued)See notes to financial statements. 

IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance With 

Final Budget 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

Original Final Amounts (Negative) 

161,667$ 161,667$ 150,701$ 10,966$ 

30,633 36,144 35,100 1,044 

- 987 987 -

192,300 198,798 186,788 12,010 

717,149 746,380 753,419 (7,039) 

205,488 182,275 122,592 59,683 

- 5,301 5,301 -

922,637 933,956 881,312 52,644 

2,795,164 2,795,164 2,719,216 75,948 

1,164,355 1,170,742 1,378,874 (208,132) 

30,000 34,174 27,583 6,591 

3,989,519 4,000,080 4,125,673 (125,593) 

407,526 414,864 401,974 12,890 

75,123 75,123 120,500 (45,377) 

482,649 489,987 522,474 (32,487) 

470,630 470,631 601,156 (130,525) 

114,121 112,921 78,189 34,732 

584,751 583,552 679,345 (95,793) 

- - 21,246 (21,246) 

48,466 90,014 88,027 1,987 

- 5,427 6,287 (860) 

- 992 (992) 

48,466 95,441 95,306 135 

- 21,983 35,172 (13,189) 

- - 95,742 (95,742) 

- - 95,742 (95,742) 

11,957,956 12,682,586 12,941,773 (259,187) 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 
GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 

IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance With 

Final Budget 

Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive 

Original Final Amounts (Negative) 

Excess of revenues over (under) 

expenditures $ (11,957,956) $ (12,589,005) $ (12,571,934) $ (17,071) 

Other financing sources 

Transfers from the Board of 

County Commissioners 11,957,956 12,589,005 12,571,934 17,071 

Total other financing sources 11,957,956 12,589,005 12,571,934 17,071 

Net change in fund balance - - - -

Fund balance beginning of year - - - -

Fund balance end of year $ - $ - $ - $ -

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

Minimum 
Standards Forfeiture Work 
School Forfeiture Inmate Welfare Nongrant Program Totals 

ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Cash 18,757$ 2,917$ 50,256$ 648,724$ 21,895$ $ 742,549 
Due from other governmental units 2,213 - - - - 2,213 

Total current assets 20,970$ 2,917$ 50,256$ 648,724$ 21,895$ $ 744,762 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 
LIABILITIES 
Accrued payroll deductions $ - -$ 345$ $ - -$ $ 345 

Total liabilities - - 345 - - 345 
FUND BALANCES 20,970 2,917 49,911 648,724 21,895 744,417 
Total liabilities and fund balances 20,970$ 2,917$ 50,256$ 648,724$ 21,895$ $ 744,762 

See notes to financial statements. 246 



  
          

  
    
    

  
  
    
    

  
    
    
  
  
  
    
    
    
  

REVENUES 
Charges for services 
Public Safety 
Other public safety charges 

Fines and forfeitures 
Court cases 
Confiscated property and restitution 
Law enforcement education 

Total fines and forfeitures 
Miscellaneous 
Interest 
Other miscellaneous 
Commissons 
Other 

Total miscellaneous 
Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Public Safety 
Law enforcement 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total law enforcement 

Detention and correction 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total detention and correction 
Total expenditures 
(Continued) 

See notes to financial statements. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Minimum 
Standards Forfeiture 
School Forfeiture Inmate Welfare Nongrant 

$ - $ - $ 150,000 $ -

- 803 - 703,613 
29,859 - - -
29,859 803 - 703,613 

610 28 435 17,387 

- - 98,885 -
4,561 - 65 1,175 
5,171 28 99,385 18,562 

35,030 831 249,385 722,175 

30,049 - - 261,188 
- - - 125,306 

30,049 - - 386,494 

- - 16,712 -
- - 216,382 -
- - 20,945 -
- - 254,039 -

30,049 - 254,039 386,494 
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Work 
Program Totals 

$ 21,892 $ 171,892 

- 704,416 
- 29,859 
- 734,275 

196 18,656 

- 98,885 
115 5,916 
311 123,457 

22,203 1,029,624 

- 291,237 
- 125,306 
- 416,543 

- 16,712 
11,390 227,772 
28,108 49,053 
39,498 293,537 
39,498 710,080 



        

  
    

      

Excess of revenues over (under ) 
expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Transfers from Board of County 
Commissioners 

Net change in fund balances 
Fund balances beginning of year 
Fund balances end of year 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Minimum 
Standards Forfeiture 
School Forfeiture Inmate Welfare Nongrant 

$ 4,981 $ 831 $ (4,654) $ 335,681 

- - - 95,073 
4,981 831 (4,654) 430,754 

15,989 2,086 54,565 217,970 
$ 20,970 $ 2,917 $ 49,911 $ 648,724 

Work 
Program Totals 

$ (17,295) $ 319,544 

-
(17,295) 
39,190 
21,895$ $ 

95,073 
414,617 
329,800 
744,417 

See notes to financial statements. 248 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

AGENCY FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

Bond and Fine Inmate Trust Totals 

ASSETS 

Current assets 
Cash 7,890$ 205,093$ $ 212,983 
Accounts receivable - 8,290 8,290 

Total current assets 7,890$ 213,383$ $ 221,273 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 
Current liabilities 
Accounts payable -$ 2,592$ $ 2,592 
Due to Board of County Commissioners 7,309 - 7,309 
Other current liabilities 581 210,791 211,372 

Total current liabilities 7,890 213,383 221,273 

NET ASSETS - - -
Total liabilities and net assets 7,890$ 213,383$ $ 221,273 

See notes to financial statements. 250 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      

                                                              
    

      

                                                    
    

      

      

                                                          
    

      

                                                              
    

      

                                                              

                                                          

                                                    
    

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SHERIFF 

AGENCY FUNDS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Balance Balance 

Oct. 1, 2006 Additions Deductions Sept. 30, 2007 

INMATE TRUST FUND 
Assets 

Cash 196,605$ 392,243$ 383,754$ 205,094$ 

Due from individuals 3,365 8,289 3,365 8,289 
199,970$ 400,532$ 387,119$ 213,383$ 

Liabilities 

Due to individuals 2,429$ 2,592$ 2,429$ 2,592$ 

Other current liabilities 197,541 16,773 3,523 210,791 
Total liabilities 199,970$ 19,365$ 5,952$ 213,383$ 

BOND AND FINE TRUST FUND 
Assets 
Cash 10,325$ 106,234$ 108,669$ 7,890$ 

Liabilities 

Individual depositors liability 4,470$ 18,114$ 22,003$ 581$ 

Due to other governmental units 5,855 88,119 86,665 7,309 
Total liabilities 10,325$ 106,233$ 108,668$ 7,890$ 

TOTALS - ALL AGENCY FUNDS 
Assets 

Cash 206,930$ 498,477$ 492,423$ 212,984$ 

Due from individuals 3,365 8,289 3,365 8,289 
Total assets 210,295$ 506,766$ 495,788$ 221,273$ 

Liabilities 

Individual depositors liability 4,470$ 18,114$ 22,003$ 581$ 

Due to individuals 2,429 2,592 2,429 2,592 

Due to other governmental units 5,855 88,119 86,665 7,309 

Other current liabilities 197,541 16,773 3,523 210,791 
Total liabilities 210,295$ 125,598$ 114,620$ 221,273$ 

See notes to financial statements. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 

BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Sheriff 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Sheriff, as of and for 
the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated July 3, 2008. Our report 
included a paragraph stating that the Sheriff is an integral part of Columbia County, the primary 
government for financial reporting purposes. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting - In planning and performing our audit, we considered the 
Columbia County Sheriff’s internal control over financial reporting as a basis for designing our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but not for the purpose 
of expressing an opinion on the effectivene ss of the Columbia County Sheriff’s internal control over 
financial reporting. According ly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Office’s internal 
control over financial reporting. 

A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect 
misstatements on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination of control 
deficiencies, that adversely affects the Office’s ability to initiate, authorize, record, process, or report 
financial data reliably in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, such that there is 
more than a remote likelihood that a misstatement of the Office’s financial statements that is more than 
inconsequential will not be prevented or detected by the Office’s internal control. 

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significant deficiencies, that results in 
more than a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements will not be 
prevented or detected by the Sheriff‘s internal control. 

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the 
first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in internal control that 
might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control over financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. 

However, we noted other matters involving the internal control over financial reporting that we have 
reported to the management of the Columbia County Sheriff in a separate letter dated July 3, 2008 on 
pages 254 through 255. 

Compliance and Other Matters - As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Columbia 
County Sheriff’s financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance 
with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts.  
However, providing an opinion on compliance and other matters with these provisions was not an 
objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests 
disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards . 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of management, the Sheriff,  the Board of 
County Commissioners, and the Auditor General of Florida. This restriction is not intended to limit the 
distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
July 3, 2008 

253 



  

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

  

 

  

MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Honorable Sheriff 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the financial statements of the Columbia County Sheriff, as of and for the year ended 
September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated July 3, 2008.  We have also issued our 
report on compliance and on internal control over financial reporting.  That report should be considered 
in conjunction with this management letter. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Additionally, our audit was conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General , which govern the 
conduct of local governmental entity audits performed in the State of Florida and require that the certain 
items be addressed in this letter. 

PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

All prior year findings were substantially corrected during the current year. 

CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 

Cash Receipts – From our review of transaction processes and financial records relating to cash monies 
collected in the Sheriff’s Office Administration Building, we found instances where cash receipts were not 
kept in sequential order and instances where cash deposits were not made in a prompt manner.  To 
strengthen internal controls and the audit trail over these cash collections, we recommend that all 
receipts be kept in sequential order and deposited daily, if feasible, and always by the end of each work 
week. 

Fuel Purchases – From our review of vehicle fuel purchases, we found various instances where the 
vehicle odometer readings were incorrectly recorded on the vendor automated billing system.  For proper 
accountability, odometer readings should be correctly recorded for each vehicle fuel purchase and the 
resultant monthly usage reports should be examined and reconciled for any resulting out-of-range 
readings. 

Prepaid Phone Cards – From our review of the inmate prepaid phone card inventory system, we found 
that there is no documentation of the activity of the inventory and distribution of these cards being 
retained for audit review.  For proper accountability, we recommend that a process of internal controls be 
implemented over the inventory and distribution of inmate phone cards that provides for monitoring of 
the current stock of cards as well as documents the distribution of the cards to individual inmates. 

Counterfeit Check – From our review of expenditur es in the Inmate Trust Fund, we noted an expense of 
$3,870 and a corresponding bank fee of $5 for a fraudulent check that was received on behalf of an 
inmate and credited to the inmate’s account. Prior to this check actually clearing the bank, the inmate 
was released and a refund of the individual ’s trust account balance was made.  It was later determined 
that the check was fraudulent and that the inmate was not entitled to the refund received.  There was 
also an expense of $80 for an inmate refund check that was fraudulently altered by an inmate upon 
release from a valid $8 inmate refund check. In order to minimize the vulnerability of such occurrences 
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in the future, we recommend that the Sheriff adopt a policy of delaying inmate refunds until availabilit y of 
their funds can be verified. 

Subsequent to year end, the Sheriff implemented a kiosk system which is maintained by an outside 
vendor for the intake and deposit of inmate monies. Although this system reduces the risk of fraud, 
there is still a risk of refund checks being altered for an amount other than the issued amount as 
described in the second instance noted above. 

AUDITOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE MATTERS 

Annual Local Government Financial Report - The Financial Report filed with the Department of Financial 
Services pursuant to Section 218.32(1)(a), Florida Statutes , is in agreement with the accompanying 
financial statements of Columbia County, Florida, for the year ended September 30, 2007.  The financial 
statements of the Sheriff are combined with other County agencies in that report. 

Investment of Public Funds - The Sheriff complied with Section 218.415, Florida Statutes , regarding the 
investment of public funds during the fiscal year. 

Financial Emergency Status - Nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the Sheriff had 
met any of the conditions described in Section 218.503(1) (a), Florida Statutes , that might result in a 
financial emergency. 

Financial Condition Assessment - As required by the Rules of the Auditor General (Sections 10.544(7)(c) 
and 10.556(7)), we applied financial condition assessment procedures.  It is management's responsibility 
to monitor the entity's financial condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on 
representations made by management and the review of financial information they provided. 

Our audit did not disclose any further items that would be required to be reported under the Rules of the 
Auditor General , Chapter 10.550. 

CONCLUSION - We have reviewed information regarding our audit with the Sheriff and have provided 
appropriate documentation as requested. We very much enjoyed the challenges and experiences 
associated with this year's examination of the Sheriff's office. We appreciate the helpful assistance of all 
office employees in completing this year's audit. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
July 3, 2008 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Honorable Supervisor of Elections 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the accompany ing special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County 
Supervisor of Elections (Supervisor of Elections), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, as 
listed in the table of contents. These special purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the 
Supervisor of Elections. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these special purpose financial 
statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the special purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion. 

The accompanying financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with state reporting 
requirements, as described in Note 1, and are intended to present the financial position and results of 
operations of only that portion of the financial reporting entity of Columbia County, Florida, that is 
attributable to the transactions of the Supervisor of Elections. 

In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Supervisor of Elections, as of September 30, 2007, and the results 
of its operations and budgetary comparisons for the year then ended in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated April 3, 2008, on 
our consideration of the Supervisor of Elections ’ internal control over financial reporting and on our tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts , grant agreements and other 
matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 
internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with 
this report in considering the results of our audit. 

POWELL & JONES 
April 3, 2008 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

GENERAL FUND 

BALANCE SHEET 
September 30, 2007 

ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Cash $ 13,802 

Total assets $ 13,802 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 
LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 
Due to Board of County 
Commissioners $ 1,021 

Deferred revenue 12,781 
Total liabilities 13,802 
FUND BALANCE -

Total liablilities and fund balance $ 13,802 

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

GENERAL FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance 
Positive 

Budget Actual (Negative) 
REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 
Federal grants 
Voter education $ - $ 3,110 $ 3,110 
Pollworker training 

Total intergovernmental 
Miscellaneous 

Interest 
Other 

Total miscellaneous 
Total revenues 

-
-

-
-
-
-

1,682 
4,792 

44 
585 
629 

5,421 

1,682 
4,792 

44 
585 
629 

5,421 

EXPENDITURES 
General government 
Other general government 
Supervisor of Elections 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 

Total Supervisor of Elections 

288,379 
21,253 

309,632 

318,117 
17,626 

335,743 

(29,738) 
3,627 

(26,111) 

Elections 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 

Total elections 
Total general government 

150,000 
99,000 

249,000 
558,632 

111,533 
120,159 
231,692 
567,435 

38,467 
(21,159) 
17,308 
(8,803) 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures (558,632) (562,014) (3,382) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Transfers in from Board of County 
Commissioners 

Total other financing sources 
Net change in fund balance 
Fund balance beginning of year 
Fund balance end of year $ 

558,632 
558,632 

-
-
- $ 

562,014 
562,014 

-
-
- $ 

3,382 
3,382 

-
-
-

See notes to financial statements. 261 



  

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
 
   

 
 
   
    

 
 

   

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

September 30, 2007 

NOTE 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The following is a summary of the more significant accounting policies of the Columbia County 
Supervisor of Elections (Supervisor of Elections). 

A. Reporting Entity - The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) in its Statement No. 
14, "The Financial Reporting Entity," as amended by GASB 39 “Determining Whether Certain 
Organizations Are Component Units an Amendment of GASB Statement 14,” establishes standards for 
defining the financial reporting entity. In developing these standards, the GASB assumed that all 
governmental organiza tions are responsible to elected officials at the federal, state, or local level.  
Financial reporting by a state or local government should report the elected officials' accountability for 
those organizations. 

The Supervisor of Elections, as established by Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Florida, is an 
elected official of the County. Although the Supervisor of Elections' Office is operationally autonomous 
from the Board of County Commissioners, it does not hold sufficient corporate powers of its own to be 
considered a legally separate entity for financial reporting purposes. Therefore, the Supervisor of 
Elections is reported as a part of the primary government of Columbia County, Florida.  The Supervisor of 
Elections' financial statement s do not purport to reflect the financial position or the results of operations 
of Columbia County, Florida, taken as a whole. 

These special purpose financial statements of the Supervisor of Elections are issued separately to comply 
with Section 10.557(4) , Rules of the Auditor General for Local Governmental Entity Audits , pursuant to 
Section 11.45(3), Florida Statutes . 

B. Fund Accounting - Accounts are organized on the basis of funds, each of which is considered a 
separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-
balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund entity, revenues and expenditures. 
Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for 
which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The funds utilized 
by the Supervisor of Elections are as follows: 

(i) Governmental Fund 
General Fund - The General Fund of the Supervisor of Elections is used to account for 
all financial resources, which are generated from operations of the office or any other 
resources not required to be accounted for in another fund. 

C. Basis of Accounting - "Basis of Accounting" refers to when revenues and expenditures and 
the related assets and liabilities are recognized in the accounting records and reported in the financial 
statements. The Supervisor of Elections currently maintains accounting records for all funds on the cash 
basis. However, for financial statement purposes appropriate adjustments are made to report 
governmental and fiduciary fund types using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the 
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modified accrual basis, revenues are generally recognized when they become measurable and availab le 
as net current assets. Expenditures are reported when incurred with the exception of prepaid expenses 
and principal and interest on general long-term obligations. 

The Supervisor of Elections reports deferred revenue, if applicable, on its combined balance sheet.  
Deferred revenues arise when a potential revenue does not meet both the “measurable” and “available” 
criteria for recognition in the current period. Deferred revenues also arise when resources are received 
by the government before it has a legal claim to them, as when grant monies are received prior to the 
incurrence of qualifying expenditures. In subsequent periods, when both revenue recognition criteria are 
met, or when the government has a legal claim to the resources, the liability for deferred revenue is 
removed from the combined balance sheet and revenue is recognized. 

D. Budget - Chapter 129, Florida Statutes , requires that budgets be adopted for all funds as may 
be required by law, sound financial practices, and generally accepted accounting principles and that 
budgets be adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 
Pursuant to this requirement, the County adopts an annual comprehensive appropriations budget, which 
includes the operating budget of the Supervisor of Elections. 

In the budget comparisons included in these financial statements, both the amounts budgeted and the 
actual amounts reported are presented on the GAAP basis. Budgetary comparisons present the 
appropriated budget of the Supervisor of Elections. 

E. Cash and Investments - Deposits are carried at cost which approximates market value. The 
carrying amount of deposits is separately displayed on the balance sheet as "Cash." At September 30, 
2007, the book balance of the Supervisor of Elections' deposits was $13,802.  The total balance was 
covered by federal depository insurance. 

F. Inventories - It is the policy of the Supervisor of Elections to record the acquisition of supplies as 
expenditures at the time of purchase. The amount of supplies on hand at any one time would be a 
nominal amount and considered to be immaterial. 

G. Capital Assets – Capital assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in 
the Board of County Commissioners ’ general fixed assets accounts.  All fixed assets acquired by purchase 
are recorded at historical cost. Donated assets are recorded at estimated fair market value at the date 
donated. Equipment of the Board is depreciated using the straight -line method over useful lives of three 
to twelve years. 

H. Compensated Absences - Compensated absences are absences for which employees will be 
paid, such as vacation and sick leave. A liability for compensated absences that are attributable to 
services already rendered and that are not contingent on a specific event that is outside the control of 
the government and its employees is accrued as employees earn the rights to the benefits. Compensated 
absences that relate to future services or that are contingent on a specific event that is outside the 
control of the government and its employees are accounted for in the period in which such services are 
rendered or such events take place. 

In the governmental funds, compensated absences that are expected to be liquidated with expendab le 
available financial resources are reported as an expenditure and fund liability in the fund that will pay for 
them. The remainder of the compensated absences liability is reported in the general long-term debt 
accounts of the Board of County Commission ers. 

I. Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain 
reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 
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J. Risk Management - The Supervisor of Elections is exposed to various risks of loss related to 
torts; theft of, damage to and destruction to property of others. The Supervisor of Elections directly 
purchases insurance and participates in the risk management program through the Columbia County 
Board of County Commissioners which uses commercial insurance and a public entity risk pool to cover 
certain risks from loss. 

NOTE 2. PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description - The Supervisor of Elections contributes to the Florida Retirement System ("System"), 
a cost-sharing multiple -employer defined benefit plan administered by the State of Florida, Department of 
Administration, Division of Retirement. The System provides retirement, disability or death benefits to 
retirees or their designated beneficiaries. Chapter 121, Florida Statutes , establishes the authority for 
benefit provisions. Changes to the law can only occur through an act of the Florida Legislature. The 
System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Florida 
Retirement System, 2639 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida, or by calling (850) 488-5706. 

Funding Policy - The System is employee noncontributory. The Supervisor of Elections is required to 
contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The rates at September 30, 2007, were as follows:  Regular 
Employees 9.85%; Senior Management 13.12%; Elected Officials 16.53%.  The contribution 
requirements of plan members and the Supervisor of Elections are established and may be amended by 
the Florida Legislature. The Supervisor of Elections' contributions to the System for the years ending 
September 30, 2007, 2006 and 2005 were $35,309, $29,840, and $22,735, respectively, equal to the 
required contributions for each year. 

264 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 COMPLIANCE SECTION 

265 



  

 
  
  
  
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Supervisor of Elections 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the special purpose fund financial statements of the Columbia County Supervisor of 
Elections, as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated 
April 3, 2008.  Our report included a paragraph stating that the Supervisor of Elections is an integral part 
of Columbia County, the primary government for financial reporting purposes.   We conducted our audit 
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting - In planning and performing our audit, we considered the 
Columbia County Supervisor of Elections’ internal control over financia l reporting as a basis for designing 
our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but not for 
the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Columbia County Supervisor of Elections’ 
internal control over financial reporting.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Office’s internal control over financial reporting. 

A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect 
misstatements on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination of control 
deficiencies, that adversely affects the Office’s ability to initiate, authorize, record, process, or report 
financial data reliably in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, such that there is 
more than a remote likelihood that a misstatement of the Office’s financial statements that is more than 
inconsequential will not be prevented or detected by the Office’s internal control. 

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significant deficiencies, that results in 
more than a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements will not be 
prevented or detected by the Office’s internal control. 

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the 
first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in internal control that 
might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control over financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. 

Compliance and Other Matters - As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Columbia 
County Supervisor of Elections’ financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 
statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance and other matters with these 
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be 
reported under Government Auditing Standards . 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Columbia County Supervisor of Elections, 
the Board of County Commissioners, and the Florida Office of the Auditor General and is not intended to 
be and should not be used by anyone other than those specified parties. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
April 3, 2008 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Honorable Supervisor of Elections 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the financial statements of the Columbia County Supervisor of Elections, as of and for 
the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated April 3, 2008.  We have 
also issued our report on compliance and on internal control over financial reporting. That report should 
be considered in conjunctio n with this management letter. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Additionally, our audit was conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General , which govern the 
conduct of local governmental entity audits performed in the State of Florida and require that the certain 
items be addressed in this letter. 

PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

There were no reportable findings in the prior year. 

CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 

There were no reportable findings in the current year. 

AUDITOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE MATTERS 

Annual Local Government Financial Report - The Financial Report filed with the Department of Financial 
Services pursuant to Section 218.32(1)(a), Florida Statutes , is in agreement with the accompanying 
financial statements of Columbia County, Florida, for the year ended September 30, 2007.  The financial 
statements of the Supervisor of Elections are combined with other County agencies in that report. 

Investment of Public Funds - The Supervisor of Elections complied with Section 218.415, Florida Statutes , 
regarding the investment of public funds during the fiscal year. 

Financial Emergency Status - Nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the Supervisor 
of Elections had met any of the conditions described in Section 218.503(1) (a), Florida Statutes , that 
might result in a financial emergency. 

Financial Condition Assessment - As required by the Rules of the Auditor General (Sections 10.544(7)(c) 
and 10.556(7)), we applied financial condition assessment procedures.  It is management's responsibility 
to monitor the entity's financial condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on 
representations made by management and the review of financial information they provided. 
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Our audit did not disclose any further items that would be required to be reported under the Rules of the 
Auditor General , Chapter 10.550. 

CONCLUSION - We have reviewed information regarding our audit with the Supervisor of Elections and 
have provided appropriate documentation as requested. We very much enjoyed the challenges and 
experiences associated with this year's examination of the County. We appreciate the helpful assistance 
of all County employees in completing this year's audit. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
April 3, 2008 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Honorable Tax Collector 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of the Columbia County Tax 
Collector (Tax Collector), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, as listed in the table of 
contents. These special purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Tax Collector. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the special purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion. 

The accompanying financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with state reporting 
requirements, as described in Note 1, and are intended to present the financial position and results of 
operations of only that portion of the financial reporting entity of Columbia County, Florida, that is 
attributable to the transactions of the Tax Collector. 

In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Tax Collector, as of September 30, 2007, and the results of its 
operations and budgetar y comparisons for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards , we have also issued a report dated April 28, 2008, 
on our consideration of the Tax Collector's internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and other matters.  The purpose of that 
report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial 
reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the 
results of our audit. 

Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the special purpose financial statements 
taken as a whole. The combining financial statement s listed in the table of contents are presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the special purpose financial statements of 
the Tax Collector. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the special purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in 
relation to the special purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

POWELL & JONES 
April 28, 2008 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

TAX COLLECTOR 
GENERAL FUND 

BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

ASSETS 
Cash $ 460,853 
Accounts receivable -
Due from other funds 19,976 
Due from other governmental units 527 

Total assets $ 481,356 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable $ 5,369 
Accrued payroll deductions and matching 11,574 
Due to Board of County Commissioners 423,380 
Due to other governmental units 41,033 

Total liabilities $ 481,356 

See notes to financial statements. 273 



  
    
      
           
        
        
        
        
        
           
             
           
              
           
           
        
        
  

  
      
      
  

  
    
    
    

  

   

    

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

TAX COLLECTOR 

GENERAL FUND 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Variance 

Budget Actual (
Positive 
Negative) 

REVENUES 
Charges for services 
County officer commissions 
and fees 
Professional and occupational licenses 
Motor vehicles fees 
Other licenses and permits 
State commissions 
County commissions 
Tax commissions 
Columbia County Industrial 
Development Authority 

Suwannee Water Management 
District 

Lake Shore Hospital Authority 
Delinquent tax commissions 

Special assessment commissions 
Special assessment administrative fees 

Total charges for services 

$ 14,014 
388,573 

5,269 
1,560 

367,183 

4,542 

16,327 
74,756 

163,656 
139,653 
77,853 

1,253,386 

$ 14,015 
388,573 

5,269 
1,560 

367,183 

4,542 

16,327 
74,756 

163,656 
101,738 
77,853 

1,215,472 

1$ 
-
-
-
-

-

-
-
-

(37,915) 
-

(37,914) 

Miscellaneous revenue 
Interest earnings 
Other miscellaneous 

Total miscellaneous 
Total revenues 

19,773 
-

19,773 
1,273,159 

21,026 
9,616 

30,642 
1,246,114 

1,253 
9,616 

10,869 
(27,045) 

EXPENDITURES 
General government 
Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

1,045,027 
222,076 

6,056 
1,273,159 

1,038,364 
201,694 

6,056 
1,246,114 

6,663 
20,382 

-
27,045 

Excess of revenues over (under) 
expenditures - - -

Fund balance beginning of year 
Fund balance end of year $ 

-
- $ 

-
- $ 

-
-

See notes to financial statements. 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

TAX COLLECTOR 
Fiduciary Funds 

Statement of Net Assets 

September 30, 2007 

Agency 
Funds 

ASSETS 
Cash $ 1,837,602 
Accounts receivable 1,343 

Total assets $ 1,838,945 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable $ 1,912 
Due to individuals 162,146 
Due to other funds 19,976 
Due to Board of County Commissioners 686,821 
Due to other governmental units 728,605 
Interest payable 161,135 
Occupational licenses 63,324 
Escrow funds payable 13,930 
Other current liablilities 1,096 

Total liabilities $ 1,838,945 

See notes to financial statements. 275 



  

 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 
   
    

 
 
   
    

 
 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

TAX COLLECTOR 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

September 30, 2007 

NOTE 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The following is a summary of the more significant accounting policies of the Columbia County Tax 
Collector (Tax Collector). 

A. Reporting Entity - The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) in its Statement No. 
14, "The Financial Reporting Entity," as amended by GASB 39 “Determining Whether Certain 
Organizations Are Component Units an Amendment of GASB Statement 14,”establishes standards for 
defining the financial reporting entity. In developing these standards, the GASB assumed that all 
governmental organizations are responsible to elected officials at the federal, state, or local level. 
Financial reporting by a state or local government should report the elected officials' accountability for 
those organizations. 

The Tax Collector, as established by Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Florida, is an elected 
official of the County. Although the Tax Collector's Office is operationally autonomous from the Board of 
County Commissioners, it does not hold sufficient corporate powers of its own to be considered a legally 
separate entity for financial reporting purposes. Therefore, the Tax Collector is reported as a part of the 
primary government of Columbia County, Florida. The Tax Collector's financial statements do not purport 
to reflect the financial position or the results of operations of Columbia County, Florida, taken as a whole. 

These special purpose financial statements of the Tax Collector are issued separately to comply with 
Section 10.557(4), Rules of the Auditor General for Local Governmental Entity Audits , pursuant to Section 
11.45(3), Florida Statutes . 

B. Fund Accounting - Accounts are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of 
which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a 
separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund entity, revenues and 
expenditures. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon 
the purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. 
The funds and account group utilized by the Tax Collector are as follows: 

(i) Governmental Fund 
General Fund - The General Fund of the Tax Collector is used to account for all 
financial resources, which are generated from operations of the office or any other 
resources not required to be accounted for in another fund. 

(ii) Fiduciary Fund 
Agency Funds - Agency Funds are used to account for assets held by the Tax Collector 
as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments, and/or other 
funds. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
measurement of results of operations. The following Agency Funds are maintained by 
the Tax Collector. 
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Ad Valorem Tax Fund 
Tag Agency Fund 

C. Basis of Accounting - The "Basis of Accounting" refers to when revenues and expenditures and 
the related assets and liabilities are recognized in the accounting records and reported in the financial 
statements. The Tax Collector currently maintains his accounting records for all funds on the cash basis. 
However, for financial statement purposes appropriate adjustments are made to report governmental and 
fiduciary fund types using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis, 
revenues are generally recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. 
Expenditures are reported when incurred with the exception of prepaid expenses and principal and 
interest on general long-term obligations. 

D. Budget - Chapter 129, Florida Statutes , requires that budgets be adopted for all funds as may 
be required by law, sound financial practices, and generally accepted accounting principles and that 
budgets be adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 
Pursuant to this requirement, the County adopts an annual comprehensive appropriations budget, which 
includes its funding of the operations of the Tax Collector.  The operating budget of the Tax Collector is 
approved by the Florida Department of Revenue. 

In the budget comparisons included in these financial statements, both the amounts budgeted and the 
actual amounts reported are presented on the GAAP basis.  Budgetary comparisons present the 
appropriated budget of the Tax Collector. 

E. Cash and Investments - Deposits are carried at cost which approximates market value. The 
carrying amount of deposits is separately displayed on the balance sheet as "Cash" and "Investments."  
At September 30, 2007, the book balance of the Tax Collector's deposits was $2,295,254 . Of this 
balance, $200,000 was covered by federal depository insurance, and $2,095,254 was covered by pledged 
collateral .  Chapter 280, Florida Statutes , defines the eligible collateral for these qualified public 
depositories. 

The collateral for the Tax Collector's deposits is categorized to give an indication of the level of risk 
assumed by the Tax Collector at year end. Category 1 includes deposits that are insured or registered or 
for which the securities are held by the Tax Collector or his agent in the Tax Collector's name. Category 
2 includes uninsured and unregistered deposits for which the securities are held by the counterparty's 
trust department or agent in the Tax Collector's name. Category 3 includes uninsured or unregistered 
deposits for which the securities are held by the counterparty's trust department or agent, but not in the 
Tax Collector's name. At year end, all of the Tax Collector's deposits were in Category 1. 

F. Inventories - It is the policy of the Tax Collector to record the acquisition of supplies as 
expenditures at the time of purchase. The amount of supplies on hand at any one time would be a 
nominal amount and considered to be immaterial. 

G. Fixed Assets - Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in the 
general fixed assets accounts.  All fixed assets acquired by purchase are recorded at historical cost. 
Donated assets are recorded at estimated fair market value at the date donated.  Depreciation has been 
provided on the County's equipment on the straight -line basis over three to twelve years.  Assets 
purchased by the Tax Collector are reported in the Board of County Commissioner s’ general fixed assets 
accounts. 

H. Compensated Absences - Compensated absences are absences for which employees will be 
paid, such as vacation and sick leave. A liability for compensated absences that are attributable to 
services already rendered and that are not contingent on a specific event that is outside the control of 
the government and its employees is accrued as employees earn the rights to the benefits. Compensated 
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absences that relate to future services or that are contingent on a specific event that is outside the 
control of the government and its employees are accounted for in the period in which such services are 
rendered or such events take place. 

In the governmental funds, compensated absences that are expected to be liquidated with expendable 
available financial resources are reported as an expenditure and fund liability in the fund that will pay for 
them. The remainder of the compensated absences liability is reported in the General Long-Term Debt 
Account Group of the Board of County Commissioners. 

I. Total Column on the Combined Statements - The total column on the combined statements 
is captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data 
in this column does not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in cash flows in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, nor is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

J. Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain 
reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 

K. Risk Management - The Tax Collector is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft 
of, damage to and destruction of assets; errors or omissions; injuries to employees and the public; or 
damage to property of others.  The Tax Collector directly purchases insurance and participates in the risk 
management program through the Columbia County Board of County Commissioners which uses 
commercial insurance and a public entity risk pool to cover certain risks from loss. 

NOTE 3. PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description - The Tax Collector contributes to the Florida Retirement System ("System"), a cost-
sharing multiple -employer defined benefit plan administered by the State of Florida, Department of 
Administration, Division of Retirement.  The System provides retirement, disability or death benefits to 
retirees or their designated beneficiaries. Chapter 121, Florida Statutes , establishes the authority for 
benefit provisions. Changes to the law can only occur through an act of the Florida Legislature.  The 
System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Florida 
Retirement System, 2639 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida, or by calling (850) 488-5706. 

Funding Policy - The System is employee noncontributory.  The Tax Collector is required to contribute 
at an actuarially determined rate. The rates at September 30, 2007 were as follows:  Regular Employees 
9.85%; Senior Management 13.12%; Elected Officials 16.53%; Deferred Retirement Option Program 
(DROP) 10.91%.  The contribution requirements of plan members and the Tax Collector are established 
and may be amended by the Florida Legislature.  The Tax Collector's contributions to the System for the 
years ending September 30, 2007, 2006 and 2005 were $91,049, $75,903, and $61,532, respectively, 
equal to the required contributions for each year. 

278 



 

  
 

 
 

  

                                      
  

   

NOTE 4. INTERFUND RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES 

Balances at September 30, 2007, were: 

Interfund Interfund 

Receivable Payable 

General Fund $ 19,976 $ -

Ad Valorem Tax Fund - 19,976 
19,976$ $ 19,976 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

TAX COLLECTOR 

AGENCY FUNDS 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2007 

Ad Valorem Tag 
Tax Fund Agency Fund Totals 

ASSETS 
Cash 1,715,029$ 122,573$ $ 1,837,602 
Dishonored checks receivable - 1,343 1,343 

Total assets 1,715,029$ 123,916$ $ 1,838,945 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable $ 1,912 -$ $ 1,912 
Due to individuals 162,146 - 162,146 
Due to other funds 19,976 - 19,976 
Due to the Board of County Commissioners 666,585 20,236 686,821 
Due to other governmental units 633,196 95,409 728,605 
Interest payable 152,884 8,251 161,135 
Occupational licenses payable 63,324 - 63,324 
Escrow funds payable 13,930 - 13,930 
Other current liabilities 1,076 20 1,096 

Total liabilities 1,715,029$ 123,916$ $ 1,838,945 

See notes to financial statements. 282 



      
                                         

    

      
  
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
  

    

      
                                               

    

      
                                                                 
  
                                           
                           
                                                                  
                                                  

    

  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF 

CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

AGENCY FUNDS 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Balance Balance 

October 1, September 30, 

2006 Additions Deductions 2007 

AD VALOREM TAX FUND 
Assets 
Cash $ 1,221,876 $ 57,261,315 $ 56,768,162 1,715,029$ 
Dishonored checks receivable 234 222,558 222,792 -

Total assets $ 1,222,110 $ 57,483,873 $ 56,990,954 1,715,029$ 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable -$ 1,608,770$ 1,606,858$ 1,912$ 
Due to individuals 87,341 2,988,650 2,913,845 162,146 
Due to other funds 2,959 911,462 894,445 19,976 
Due to the Board of County 
Commissioners 1,030,495 21,044,312 21,408,222 666,585 

Due to other governmental units 6,712 34,293,682 33,667,198 633,196 
Interest payable - 166,867 13,983 152,884 
Occupational licenses payable 62,016 85,498 84,190 63,324 
Escrow funds payable 18,614 85,866 90,550 13,930 
Other current liabilities 13,973 3,587,555 3,600,452 1,076 

Total liabilities $ 1,222,110 $ 64,772,662 $ 64,279,743 1,715,029$ 

TAG AGENCY FUND 
Assets 
Cash 162,396$ 5,529,458$ 5,569,281$ 122,573$ 
Dishonored checks receivable 413 19,581 18,651 1,343 

Total assets 162,809$ 5,549,039$ 5,587,932$ 123,916$ 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable 362$ 12,178$ 12,540$ -$ 
Due to other funds - 921 921 -
Due to Board of County 
Commissioners 21,170 20,236 21,170 20,236 

Due to other governmental units 141,245 5,484,510 5,530,346 95,409 
Interest payable - 8,251 - 8,251 
Other current liabilities 32 16,837 16,849 20 

Total liabilities 162,809$ 5,542,933$ 5,581,826$ 123,916$ 

See notes to financial statements. 283 



      
  

    

      
                             
                                      
  
    
                     
                                                  
                                         
                                         
                             

    

  

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF 

CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

AGENCY FUNDS 

For the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007 

Balance Balance 

October 1, September 30, 

2006 Additions Deductions 2007 

TOTALS-ALL AGENCY FUNDS 
Assets 
Cash $ 1,384,272 $ 62,790,773 $ 62,337,443 $ 1,837,602 
Dishonored checks receivable 647 242,139 241,443 1,343 

Total assets $ 1,384,919 $ 63,032,912 $ 62,578,886 $ 1,838,945 

Liabilities 
Accounts payable 362$ 1,620,948$ 1,619,398$ 1,912$ 
Due to individuals 87,341 2,988,650 2,913,845 162,146 
Due to other funds 2,959 912,383 895,366 19,976 
Due to the Board of County 
Commissioners 1,051,665 21,064,548 21,429,392 686,821 

Due to other governmental units 147,957 39,778,192 39,197,544 728,605 
Interest payable - 175,118 13,983 161,135 
Occupational licenses payable 62,016 85,498 84,190 63,324 
Escrow funds payable 18,614 85,866 90,550 13,930 
Other current liabilities 14,005 3,604,392 3,617,301 1,096 

Total liabilities $ 1,384,919 $ 70,315,595 $ 69,861,569 $ 1,838,945 

See notes to financial statements. 284 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 COMPLIANCE SECTION 

285 



  

  
  
  
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

   
 

   
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 

BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Tax Collector 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the special purpose fund financial statements of the Columbia County Tax Collector, as 
of and for the year ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated April 28, 2008.  
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting - In planning and performing our audit, we considered The 
Columbia County Tax Collector 's internal control over financial reporting as a basis for designing our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Columbia County Tax Collector’s internal 
control over financial reporting. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Columbia County Tax Collector’s internal control over financial reporting. 

A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or 
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect 
misstatements on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination of control 
deficiencies, that adversely affects the Columbia County Tax Collector’s ability to initiate, authorize, 
record, process, or report financial data reliably in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles, such that there is more than a remote likelihood that a misstatement of the Columbia County 
Tax Collector’s financial statements that is more than inconsequential will not be prevented or detected 
by the Columbia County Tax Collector’s internal control. 

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significant deficiencies, that results in 
more than a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements will not be 
prevented or detected by the Columbia County Tax Collector’s internal control. 

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the 
first paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in internal control that 
might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal 
control over financial reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses, as defined above. 

Compliance and Other Matters - As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Columbia 
County Tax Collector's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its 
compliance with certain provisio ns of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which 
could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards . 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Tax Collector of Columbia County, the 
Board of County Commissioners, and the Auditor General of Florida, and is not intended to be and should 
not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

POWELL & JONES 
April 28, 2008 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Honorable Tax Collector 
Columbia County, Florida 

We have audited the financial statements of the Columbia County Tax Collector , as of and for the year 
ended September 30, 2007, and have issued our report thereon dated April 28, 2008.  We have also 
issued our report on compliance and on internal control over financial reporting. That report should be 
considered in conjunction with this management letter. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards , 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Additionally, our audit was conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General , which govern the 
conduct of local governmental entity audits performed in the State of Florida and require that the certain 
items be addressed in this letter. 

PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 

There were no reportable findings in the prior year. 

CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 

There were no reportable findings in the current year. 

AUDITOR GENERAL COMPLIANCE MATTERS 

Annual Local Government Financial Report - The Financial Report filed with the Department of Financial 
Services pursuant to Section 218.32(1)(a), Florida Statutes , is in agreement with the accompanying 
financial statements of Columbia County, Florida, for the year ended September 30, 2007.  The financial 
statements of the Tax Collector are combined with other County agencies in that report. 

Investment of Public Funds - The Tax Collector complied with Section 218.415, Florida Statutes , 
regarding the investment of public funds during the fiscal year. 

Financial Emergency Status - Nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the Tax 
Collector had met any of the conditions described in Section 218.503(1) (a), Florida Statutes , that might 
result in a financial emergency. 

Financial Condition Assessment - As required by the Rules of the Auditor General (Sections 10.544(7)(c) 
and 10.556(7)), we applied financial condition assessment procedures.  It is management's responsibility 
to monitor the entity's financial condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on 
representations made by management and the review of financial information they provided. 
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Our audit did not disclose any further items that would be required to be reported under the Rules of the 
Auditor General , Chapter 10.550. 

CONCLUSION - We have reviewed information regarding our audit with the Tax Collector and have 
provided appropriate documentation as requested. We very much enjoyed the challenges and 
experiences associated with this year's examination of the County. We appreciate the helpful assistance 
of all County employees in completing this year's audit. 

POWELL & JONES 
Certified Public Accountants 
April 28, 2008 
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